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Art. !. The Life of Edward Lord Herbert of Cherbury. Writ- 
ten by himfelf. 4to. 8s. fewed. Dodfley. 1770. 


N eftimating the characters of men, daweuctyepesiad, regard 


is to be ‘had more particularly to the genius, the manners, 
and complexion of each refpective age. For want of this, 
we frequently inveft with virtues, or involve in follies, the in- 
dividual object, when they were not fo properly his own growth, 
as caught from national contagion, and the temper of the times. 
Thus we inceflantly load James the Firft with the reproach of 
pedantry, and it muft be qwned that James was a pedantic 
Prince ; but it furely takcs off more than half the difgrate, 
when it is remembered that he was the Prince of a pedantic age, 
and that fcholaftic learning was the merit’of his time. The 
renowned Lord Herbert of Cherbury, unfavoured with confide- 
rations of this kind, will appear an abfurd and ridiculous knight- 
errant, a character as indefenfible, on the principles of common 
fenfe, as the moft ideal annals of chivalry could exhibit. But 
when we recolleét that valour was the virtue of his age, and 
the honours of the fword the moft meritorious object of am- 
bition, we are almoft reconciled to his wildcf purfuits of ir, 
For though virtue, like truth, is in herfelf invariable, and in- 
dependent of the mutability of humzn opinion, yet much is the 
indulgence we fhould extend to thofe who have followed her in 
the drefs and fafhion of their day. | ‘ 
Mr. Horace Walpole, the Editor-of Lord Herbert's Life, in 
a previous advertifement, gives us the following fhort fketch 
of his character : 
© As a foldier he won the efteem of thofe great captains the 
Prince of Orange and the Conftable de Montmorency ; as a 
knigt, his chivalry was drawn from the pureft founts of the 
Fairy Queen. Had he been ambitious, the beauty of his per- 
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fort would have carried him as far as any gentle knight cay 
afpire to go. As a public minifter, heMfupported the dignity 
of his country, even when its Prince difgraced it ; and that he 
was qualified to write its anmals as well as to ennoble them 
the hiftory I have mentioned proves, and muft make us lament 
that he did not complete, or that we have loft, the account he 
purpofed to give of his embafly. Thefe bufy fcenes were 
blended with, and terminated by meditation and philofophic 
inquiries. Strip each period of its excefles and errors, and it 
will not be eafy to trace out, or difpofe the life of a man of 
quality into a fucceflion of employments which would better 
become him. Valour and military a¢ctivity in youth; bufinefs 
af flate in the middle age ; contemplations and labours for the 
information of pofterity in the calmer fcenes of clofing life; 
This was Lord Herbert: the deduction he will give himfelf,’ 

The work of Lord Herbert’s here alluded to, is his Life of 
Henry the Eighth, a well-known and very mafterly compofi- 
tion, The hiftory of the MS. from which the book before 
us is now, though not for the firft time *, printed, is given as 
follows : : 

‘¢ The MS. was in great danger of being loft to the world. 
Henry Lord Herbert, grandfon.of the Author, died in 1691 
without iffue, and by his will left his eftate to Francis. Herbert 
of Oakly-park (father of the prefent Earl of Powis) his fifter’s 
fon. At Lymore in Montgomeryfhire (the chief feat of the 
family efter Cromwell had demolithed Montgomery Caftle) was 

referved the original manufcript. Upon the marriage of Henry 
ne Herbert with a daughter of Francis Earl of Bradford, 
Lymore, with a confiderable part of the eftate thereabouts, was 
allotted for her jointure. After his deceafe, Lady Herbert 
uwfually refided there; fhe died in 1714. The MS. could not 
then be found: yet while fhe lived there, it was known to have 
been in her hands. Some years afterwards it was difcovered at 
Lymore among fome old papers, in very bad condition, feveral 
leaves being torn out, and others ftained to fuch a degree as to 
make it fcarcely legible. Under thefe circumflances, inquiry 
was made of the Herberts of Ribbisford (defcended from Sir 
Henry Herbert, a younger brother of the Author-Jord) in re- 
lation to a duplicate of the Memoirs, which was confidently 
faid to be in their cuftody. It was allowed that fuch a dupli- 
cate had exifted ; but no one could recolleét what was become 
of it. At laft, about the year 1737, this book was fent to 
the Earl of Powis by a gentleman, whofe father had purchafed 
an eftate of Henry Herbert of Ribbisford (fon of Sir Henry 





® Several copies of Lord Herbert’s Life were printed foe years 
ago at Strawberry-Hill, but they were-not advertifed for fale. 
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Herbert above-mentioned) in whom wagrevived, in 1694, the 
title of Cherbury, which had extinguifhed in 1691. By him 
(after the fale of the eftate) fome few books, pictures, and 
other things, were left in the houfe, and remained there to 1737. 
This manufcript was amongft them; which not only by the 
contents (as far as it was poflible to collate it with the original) 
but by the fimilitude of thé writing, appeared to be the dupli« 
cate, fo much fought after,’ | 

Lord Herbert opens his Life with an obfervation, which is 
certainly very juft, and, if properly attended to, might be of 
the greateft utility. 

‘ [ do believe, fays he, that if all my anceftors had fet down 
their lives in writing, and left them to pofterity, many docu- 
ments, neceflary to be known of thofe who both participate of 
their natural inclinations and humours muft in all probability 
run a not much different courfe, might have been given for 
their inftruction ; and certainly it will be found much better 
for men to guide themfelves by fuch obfervations as their father, 
grandfather, and great-grandfather might have delivered to 
them, than by thofe vulgar rules and examples, which cannot 
in all points fo exactly agree unto them. Therefore whether 
their life were private, and contained only precepts neceflary to 
treat with their children, fervants, tenants, kinfmen, and 
neighbours, or employed abroad in the univerfity, or {tudy of 
the law, or in the court, or in the camp, their heirs might 
have benefitted themfelves more by them than by any elfe; for 
which reafon I have thought fit to relate to my pofterity thofe 
paflages of my life, which I conceive may beft declare me, and 
be moft ufeful to them,’ 

The account he gives of his family, prepares his Readers, in 
fome meafure, for what they have to expect concerning himfelf. 
He is particularly careful in enumerating the duels and dangers 
of his brothers, and, when {peaking of his fifters, whom he 
cannot bring into the field of battle, he does not fail to tell you 
that their fons could fight. * Frances, my youngeft fifter, fays 
his Lordfhip, was married to Sir John Brown +, Knight, in 
Lincolnfhire, who had by her divers children, the eldeft fon 





+ The laft heir male of the Browns of Lincolnfhire, defcended 
from Lord Herbert’s fifter, loft his life by a very fingular accident. 
He was as great an enthufiaft in mufic as our Author was in chivalry: 
and by ftraining to fing too high a note, he broke a blood-veffel and 
died. His fifier was married to Robert Cracroft, Efguire, of Hack- 
thorne in Lincolnthire, and left three daughters, coheireffes. The 
elde& and the youngeft were married to two gentlemen of the fame 
county The tecord, who died lately, and was one of the moft ac- 
complithed women of the prefent age, was married to the Reverend 
Dr. Langhorne of Blagdon, iu Somerfetthire. 
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of whom, though young, fought divers duels, in one of which 
it was his fortune to kill one Lee, of a great family in Lanca- 
{hire When Lord Herbert fays * his fortune,’ he always 
sueans * his god fortune.’ We of this age are more humane, 
at leaft in appearances, 

It were to be wifhed that this great man’s ambition might 
appear unalloyed with vanity; but it muft be acknowledged 
that even in the ftrugele for moral truth, that foible bore arms 
againft it, and fometimes had the upper hand. Speaking of 
one of his preceptors, Mr. Thelwall, he fays, * He was of that 
rare temper in governing his choler, that I never faw him angry 
curing the time of my {tay there, and have heard fo much of 
him for many years before 5 when occafion of offence was given 
him I have ‘een him redden in the face, and after remain for a 
while filent, but when he fpake, his words were fo calm and. 
gentle, that 1 found he had digefted his choler, though yet I 
confefs | could never attain that perfection, as being fubjec& 
ever to choler and paflion, more than I ought, and generall 
to {peak my mind freely, and indeed rather to imitate thofe who 
having fire within doors, choofe rather to give it vent than fuffer 
it to burn the houfe.’ 

Who does not here fee a laborious effort to defend what is 
indefenfhbie, the unlimited indulgence of irafcibility ? That this 
was the mere effe€& of vanity, and not an error in his philofo- 
phy, appears very plainly from the following paflage, p. 30, in 
his account of his Life, * It is pity that wicked difpofitions 
fhould have knowledge to acuate their ill intentions, or courage 
to maintain them, that fortitude which fhould defend all a man’s 
virtues, being never well employed to defend his humours, 
paffiens, or vices.’ 

fn that long and cruel war carried on by the Spaniard in the 
Low Countries, Lord Herbert was one of thofe generous volun- 
teers who bore arms againft the oppreflor. The refpect with 
which he was entertained, his genuine fpirit of knighthood, 
and the mode of chivalry in thofe times, are well defcribed by 
his own pen: 

¢ It was now fo far advanced in autumn both armies thought 
of retiring themfelves into their garrifons, when a trumpeter 
comes from the Spanifh army to ours, with a challenge from a 
Spanith cavalier to this effect, That if any cavalier in our army 
would fight a fingle combat for the fake of his miftrefs, the faid 
Spaniard would meet him, upon aflurance of the camp in our 
army. This challenge being brought early in the morning was 
accepted by nobody till about ten or eleven of the clock, when 
the report thereof coming to me, I went ftreight to hig-Excel- 
Jency and told him I defired to accept the challenge. his Ex- 
cellency thereupon looking earneftly upon me, told me he was 
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an old foldier, and that he had obferved two forts of men who 
ufed to fend challenges in this kind; one was of thofe who 
having loft perchance fome part of their honour in the field 
ggaintt the enemy, would recover it again by a fingle fight. 
The other was of thofe who fent it only to difcover whether 
our army had in it men affected to give trial of themfelves in 
this kind ; howbeit if this man was a perfon without exception 
to be taken again{t him, he faid there was none he knew upon 
whom he would fooner venture the honour of his army than 
mifelf; and this alfo he fpoke before divers of the Englifh and 
French commanders | formerly nominated. Hereupon, by his 
Exceliency’s permiffion, I fent a trumpet to the Spanifh army 
with this anfwer, That if the perfon who would be fent were a 
cavalier without reproach, 1 would: anfwer him with fuch wea- 
pons as we fhould agree upon, in the place he offered ; but my 
trumpeter was fcarcely arrived, as I believe, at the Spanith 
army, when another trumpeter came to ours from Spinola, 
faying the challenge was made without his confent, and that 
therefore he would not permit it. This meflage being brought 
to his excellency, with whom I then was, he faid to me pre- 
fently, this is ftrange; they fend a challenge hither, and when 
they have done, recal it. I fhould be glad if I knew the true 
caufes of it. Sir, faid I, if you will give me- leave, I will go 
to their army and make the like challenge, as they {ent hither ; 
it may be fome feruple is made concerning the place appointed, 
being in your Excellency’s camp, and therefore I fhall offer 
them the combat in their own: his Excellency faid, I fhould 
never have perfuaded you to this courfe, but fince you volunta- 
rily offer it, 1 muft not deny that which you think. to be for 
your honour. Hereupon taking my leave of him, and defiring 
Sit Humphrey Tufton, a brave gentleman, to bare me com- 
pany: thus we two, attended only with two lackies, rode 
itreight towards the Spanifh camp beforeWezel ; coming thither 
without any difturbance, by the way I was demanded by the 
guard at the entering into their camp, with whom I would {peak ; 
d told them with the Duke of Newbourg ; whereupon a foldier 
was prefently fent with us to conduct us to the Duke of New- 
bourg’s tent, who remembering me well, fince he faw me at 
the fiege of Juliers, very kindly embraced me, and therewithal 
‘demanding the caufe of my coming thither; I told him the ef- 
fe&t thereof in the manner I formerly fet down; to which he 
replied only, He would acquaint the Marquis Spinola there- 
with ; who coming fhortly after to the Duke of Newbourg’s 
tent, with a great train of commanders and captains following 
him, te no fooner entered, but he turned to me and faid, That 
he well knew the caufe of my coming, and that the fame rea- 
fons which made him forbid the Spanith cavalier to fight a 
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combat in the Prince of Orange’s camp, did make him forbid 
it in his, and that I fhould be better welcome to him than | 
would be, and thereupon intreated me to come and dine with 
him. I finding nothing elfe to be done did kindly accept the 
offer, and fo attended him to his tent, where a brave dinner 
being put upon his table, he placed the Duke of Newbourg 
uppermoft at one end of the table, and myfelf at the other, 
himfelf fetting below us, prefenting with his own hand ftill the 
beft of that meat his carver offered him: he demanded of me 
then in Italian, Di che moriva Sigr. Francifco Vere; Of what 
died Sir Francis Vere? 1 told him, Per aver niente 4 fare, be- 
caufe he had nothing to do; Spinola replied, E bafta per un 
Generale, and it is enough to kill a General ; and indeed that 
brave commander, Sir Francis Vere, died not in time of war 
but of peace.’ 

We muft not pafs over his vifit to the nun of Murano, be- 
caufe it not only gives us an idea of his wit and gallantry, but 
in the conclufion breathes ftrongly of that tin¢ture of fuperfti- 
tion, which, whether it were caught from the difpofition of his 
times, or was inherent in his conftitution, mixed deeply with 
and fhaded the moft enlightened parts of his character. 

¢ Taking my leave now of the Marquis Spinola, I told-him 
that if ever he did lead an army againft the Infidels I fhould 
adventure to be the firft man that would die in that quarrel, 
and together demanded leave of him to fee his army, which 
he granting, I took leave of him, and did at leifure view it; 
obferving the difference in the proceedings betwixt. the Low 
Country army and fortifications as well as 1 could; and fo re- 
turning fhortly after to his Excellency related to him the fuc- 
cefs of my journey. It happened about this time that Sir Henry 
Wotton inediated a peace by the King’s command, who coming 
for that purpofe to Wezel, I took occafion to go along with 
him into Spinola’s army, whence after a night’s ftay, | went 
on an extreme rainy day through the woods to Kyfarfwert, to 
the great wonder of mine hoft, who faid all men were robbed 
or killed that went that way. From hence I went to Cullin, 
where among other things [ faw the monaftery of St. Herbert; 
from hence I went to Heydelberg, where I faw the Prince and 
Princefs Palatine, from whom having received much good ufage, 
I went to Ulme, and fo to Augfbourg, where extraordinary ho- 
nour wzs done me, for coming into an inn where an Ambafla- 
dor from Bruffels Jay, the town fent twenty great flaggons of 
wine thither, whereof they gave eleven to the Ambafflador, and 
nine to me; and withal fome fuch compliments that [. found 
my fame had prevented my coming thither. From hencel went 
through Switzerland to Trent, and from thence to Venice, 
where I was received by the Englifh Ambaflador, Sir Dudley 
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Carlton, with much honour ; among other favours fhewed me, 
I was brought to fee a nun in Murano, who being an admira- 
ble beauty, and together finging extremely well, who was 
thought one of the rarities not only of that place but of the 
time; we came to a room oppofite unto the cloyfter, whence 
fhe coming on the other fide of the grate betwixt us, fung fo 
extremely well, that when fhe departed neither my Lord Am- 
baflador nor his Lady, who were then prefent, could find as 
much as a word of fitting language to return her, for the ex- 
traordinary mufic fhe gave us; when I being afhamed that fhe 
fhould go back without fome teftimony of the fenfe we had both 
of the harmony of her beauty and her voice, faid in Italian, 
Moria pur quando vuol, non bifogna mutar ni voce ni facia per 
efler un angelo ; Die whenfoever you will, you neither need to 
change voice nor face to be an angel: thefe words it feemed 
were fatal, for going thence to Rome, and returning fhortly 
afterwards, I heard fhe was dead in the mean time.’ 

- Lord Herbert’s account of fome parts of his journey with one 
of the Duke of Savoy’s officers, lets us ftill deeper into his cha- 
racter, and gives us a very favourable idea both of his huma- 
nity and his philofophy. 

‘ The Count Scarnafigi was commanded to bear me company 
in this journey, and to carry with him fame jewels, which he 
was to pawn in Lions in France, and with the money gotten 
for them to pay the foldiers above nominated ; for though the 
Duke had put extreme taxations on his people, in‘omuch that 
they paid not only a certain fum for every horfe, ox, cow, or 
fheep, that they kept, but afterwards for every chimney; and 
finally every fingle perfon by the pole, which amounted to a 
piftole, or 14s. a head or perfon, yet he wanted money: at 
which I did not fo much wonder as at the patience of his fub- 
jets ; of whom I demanded how they could bear their taxa- 
tions? I have heard fome of them anfwer, We are not fo much 
offended with the Duke for what he takes from us, as thank- 
ful for what he leaves us. 

© The Count Scarnafigi and I, now fetting forth, rid poft 
all day without eating or drinking by the way, the Count telling 
me ftill we fhould come to a good inn at night: it was now 
twilight when the Count and I came near a folitary inn, on the 
top of a mountain; the hoftefs hearing the noife of horfes came 
out, with a child new born on her left arm, and arufh candle 
in her hand; fhe prefently knowing the Count de Scarnafigi, 
told him, Ab, Sigr, you are come in a very ill time, the Duke’s 
foldjer’s have been here to-day, and have left me nothing: I 
Jooed fadly upon. the Count, when he coming near to me 
whifpered me in the ear, and faid, Jt may be fhe thinks we will 
ule her as the foldiers have done: Go you into the houle, and 
Ee4 ius 























































ee 





mp 


416 The Life of Edward Lord Herbert of Cherbury. 


fee whether you can ‘find any thing; I will go round about 
the houfe, and perhaps I fhall meet with fome duck, hen, or 
chicken: entring thus into the houfe I found for all other 
furniture of it, the end of an old form, upon whieh fitting 
down, the hoftefs came towards me with a rufh candle, and 
faid, I proteft before God that is true which I told the Count, 
here is nothing to eat; but you area gentleman, methinks’it 
is pity you fhould want; if you pleafe I will give you fome 
milk out ef my breafts, into a wooden difh [ have here. This 
unexpected kindnefs made that imprefhon on me, that I re- 
member I was never fo tenderly fenfible of any thing: my an- 
fwer was, God forbid I fhould take away the milk from the 
child I fee in thy arms, howbeit I fhall take it all my life for 
the greateft piece of charity that J ever heard of ; and there- 
witha! giving her a piftcde, or a piece of gold of 14s. Scar- 
patigi and I got on horfeback again and rid another poft, and 
came to an inn where we found very coarfe cheer, yet hunger 
made us relifh it. } 

‘ In this journey I remember I went over Mount Gabelet by 
night, being cariied down that precipice in a chair, a guide 
that went before bringing a botle of ftraw with him, and kind- 
ling pieces of it from time to time, that we might fee our way, 
Being at the bottom of a hill 1 got on horfeback and rid to 
Eurgoine, refolving to reft there a while, and the rather (to 
fpeak truly) that 1 had heard divers fay, and particularly Sir 
John Finnet, and Sir Richard Newport, that the hoft’s daugh- 
ter there was the handfomeft woman that ever they faw in their 
lives. Coming to the inn the Count Scarnafigi wifht me to 
rc{t two or three hours, and he would go before to Lyons ta 
prepare bufinefs for my journey to Languedoc. The hoft’s 
daughter not being within, I told her father and mother. that I 
defired only to fee their daughter, as having heard her fpoken of 
in England with fo much advantage, that divers told me they 
thought her the handfomeft creature that ever they faw : they 
anfwered fhe was gone to a marriage, and fhould be prefently 
fent for, wifking me in the mean while to take fome reft upon 
a bed, for they faw I needed it. Waking now about two hours 
afterwards I found her fitting by me, attending when I would 
open mine eyes: I fhal!l touch a little of her defcription ; her 
hair being of a fhinipg black, was naturally curled in that or- 
der that a curious woman would have dreft it, for one cur! rifing 
by degrees above another, and every bout tied with a {mall rib- 
band of a Naccarine, or the colour that the Knights of the 
Buth wear, gave a very gracefu} mixture, while it was be und 
up inthis manner from the point of her fhoulder to the crown 
of her head; her eyes which were round and black feemed ta 
be models of Per whole beauty, and in fome fort of her ei 
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while a kind of light or flame came from them not unlike that 
which the ribband which tied up her hair exhibited; I do not 
remember ever to have feen a prettier mouth or whiter teeth ; 
briefly, all her outward parts feemed to become each other, 
neither was there any thing that could be mifliked, unlefs one 
fhould fay that her complexion was too brown, which yet from 
the fhadow was heightened with a good blood in her cheeks: 
her gown was a green Turkey grogram, cut all into panes or 
flafhes, from the fhoulder and fleeves unto the foot, and tied 
up at the diftance of about a hand’s-breadth every where with 
the fame ribband, with which her hair was bound ; fo that her 
attire feemed -as bizare as her perfon: I am too long in de- 
fcribing an hoft’s daughter, howbeit I thought I might -better 
fpeak of her than of divers other beauties held to be the beit 
and faireft of the time whom I have often feen. In conclu- 
fion, after about an hour’s ftay, 1 departed thence, without of- 
fering fo much as the leaft incivility ; and indeed after fo much 
wearinefs, it was enough that her fight alone did fomewhat re- 
frefh me.’ 

Lord Herbert, befide his Hiftory of Henry VIII. was the Au- 
thor of feveral Tracts, polemical, philofophical, and poetical. 
He had, as a Writer, great ftrenoth of fentiment, and an inqui- 
fitive acutenefs of genius. In his moral and religious enquiries 
he always bears before him the ingenuous appearance of vera- 
city; yet he was fometimes fceptical; and fometimes fuperfti- 
tious.—With regard to the weil-known ftory of his putting up 
a prayer to the Supreme Being for a fign whether he fhould pub- 
lifh. or fupprefs his treatife de Veritate, and his interpreting a fud= 
den noife as a fignal from heaven of the Divine affent, it is one 
of thofe things, to ufe Cicero’s expreffion, de quibus dubitare non 
vel fatuis contigerit; and it is ftrange that Dr. Leland * fhould 
think of beftowing any thing more upon it than afmile. ,', 





Art. I]. Obfervations on the Hiftory of Fefus Chrift, ferving ta 
illuftrate the Propriety of bis Condué? and the Beauty of his Cha- 
raéier. By David Hunter, D. D. one of the Minifters of 
St. Andrew’s. In two Vols. 12mo. 7:8. bound. Dilly, 
&c. 1770. : 


HE attention and labour of men of ability and learning 
have been long and ufefully employed in clearing up, and 
eftablifhing, the evidences which fupport the Chriftian revela- 
tion. There are feveral Names, among the different denomi- 
nationgof Chriftians, which muft in this view be ever efteemed 
and honoured by the friends of fcience, of truth and of virtue. 


* See his View of Deiftical Writers, voli. Pr 24, 
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The adverfaries of revelation have, on this account, themfelyes 
contributed to its fervice, becaufe they have awakened the zeal 
and prompted the induftry of thofe who were beft qualified to 
appear in its fupport and defence. If every objeétion has not 
been fully obviated, a thing, indeed, which cannot be reafon. 
ably required, or juftly expected, or fhould it be faid, that its 
truth and certainty has not been fo exactly and fufficiently af- 
certained as to afford entire fatisfaction to every enquiring mind 

it mutt at leaft be allowed that none of the attacks upon it have 
heen fo powerful as to deftroy its foundation, or to invalidate 
and overbalance the teftimony and evidence by which it js 
maintained. ‘This being the cafe, it appears moft defirable and 
important that the general fcheme, together with the particular 
truths, of this revelation fhould be applied to general ufe, and 
recommended to the attention of mankind in that manner by 
which they may be moft likely to influence their condué. To 
be ever laying the foundation, or always labouring to prove its 
certainty, of to remove objections, is to be improperly, if not 
ufelefsly employed ; efpecially in relation to the bulk of man- 
kind, who have not leifure or opportunity for entering deeply 
into fuch difquifitions : as it is much more eafy to raife doubts 
than it is to clear and overcome them, fo there is much greater 
probability by this means (we fpeak now as to popular dif- 
courfes) of rendering men fceptical and indifferent about all 
virtue and duty, than of anfwering any one valuable purpofe for 
the benefit of fociety. A freedom of enquiry is, indeed, to be 
encouraged, but it fhould be fo regulated and conduéted as 
may make it fubfervient to the real intereft of mankind; to 
which nothing bids fairer to contribute than a fuitable and ear- 
neft enforcement of the truths which Chriftianity, when rightly 
explained, offers to our acceptance and regard.—This is the 
view which the Author of the prefent work appears to have 
taken of the fubject. 

After acknowledging the very important fervice which has 
been done by many able writers, both in ancient and modern 
times, by clearing away the rubbifh, and laying open the bafis 
of the ftructure, he adds, * But to ftop here, is not doing intire 
juftice to the fubje&t. There are unqueftionably more elevated 
jights in which the religion of Jefus may be held out to the 
obfervation of the world. To fay that the ftruéture.is folid, is 
not enough: viewed with attention it muft appear alfo to be 
beautiful and fublime. Even after the moft exa& furvey, we 
fhall be obliged to confefs that there are beauties which remain 

fill to be unfolded, and fublimities which it is almoft igypofiible 
to reach.’ 

This obfervation is certainly juft; and agreeably to it, the 
fubjects of revelation, and the revelation itfelf, have - ed 
exrt¢ 
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fented in a variety of views, though that which is here given 
feems in fome refpects different from thofe which have been al- 
ready offered to the world. Dr. Hunter is folicitous to repre- 
fent the Chriftian f{cheme in that manner which may attraét the 
attention of perfons of tafte and refinement: his defign is un- 
queftionably benevolent and worthy, and his fubjeét fuch as 
will admit of being thus examined and propofed. There are 
without doubt many excellencies in various parts of {cripture, 
and efpecially in the character of Jefus, which are internal wit- 
nefles for the truth of the relation, and which powerfully attract 
the notice of difcerning and unprejudiced readers. To have 
thefe noticed and pointed out to peculiar obfervation, may be 
a laudable undertaking: but may it not be queftioned whether 
many of thofe who are regarded + others, or by themfelves, as 
perfons of tafte, will have any relifh for thefe fubjeAs? A tafte 
for paintings, {culpture, the remains of antiquity, or other ob- 
jects of curiofity, literature, or elegance, does not neceflarily 
include or promote an efteem or value for thofe topics which are 
confidered in thefe volumes. It is but too evident in fa, 
whatever might be apprehended in theory, that thofe who can 
perceive and be entertained with deauty or propriety in the ele- 

ant arts, or in fcience, may have in other refpects an ill-formed 
mind, and be little inclined to attend to that which in a moral 
view is principally excellent and valuable. Neverthelefs one 
would hope that fuch a difpofition might be engaged by fome 
juft reprefentations of moral and religious truth ; and an attempt 
for this purpofe is wife and may be beneficial. 

‘ It is not to be doubted, Dodctor Hunter tells us, that the 
number of profefled unbelievers, in any age, is greatly exceed- 
ed by amore numerous tribe, who, though not enemies, yet 
cannot be decently ranged among the friends of Chriftianity; who 
diflike it from caprice, or undervalue it from an infenfibility to 
its charms. ‘There are fome who muft be roufed out of their 
criminal indifference, and others who muft be armed againft the 
datts of ridicule. They muft be fatisfied, not only that the re- 
ligion of Jefus is true, but alfo that it is graceful, noble, and 
becoming. 

‘ How then fhall we deal with fuch Perfons ? To what ex- 
pedient fhall we have recourfe for enlightening their minds and 
encouraging their approaches ? Beyond all doubt we muft direc 
them to the hiftory of the Author of this religion. We muft 
exhibit, in their moft ftriking lights, the memorable events of 
his life: we muft attempt to fhew from the conduct and cha~ 
= this divine perfon, that he is an interefting obje&. 

‘ Perhaps it may be alledged that this tafk is unneceflary : 
every perfon has the hiftory in his hands, and fimplicity is one 
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of the charaéteriftics. But this is the very reafon why fome 
afre&t to defpife it: they attend to it with indifference, as to 2 
beaten ftory ; the beauties which every page prefents are not 
obferved at all; or if obferved, through the power of prejudice 
or of caprice, they excite no admiration, The leading idea 
of this work is, the iiluftrating thole circumftances which adorn 
both the public and private fcenes of the life of Jefus. 

‘ Among readers who are raifed above the vulgar, the re. 
fined pleafures of tafte, and the capacity of admiring properly, 
are at prefent in high reputation. For gratifying and exercifing 
thefe powers, the tranfations of the Gofpel-hiftory are excel. 
lently adapted. Viewed in this light, they will be found pof- 
fefled of a merit which fecures them again{t being overpowered 
by the attacks of fophiftry or of ridicule.’ 

It would be a great degradation of religion and virtue to re- 
commend them principally as objects of tafte; or fhould they 
be regarded merely in the light of genteel -and polite accom- 
plifhments: this would remind us of the new fet rifling up 
among the Diflenters from our eftablifhed: church, as men- 
tioned by Dr. Prieftley *, confifting chiefly of young gentlemen 
and fine ladies. Nothing could be a furer evidence of the decay 
of folid piety and virtue, or be more unbecoming the character 
of Chriftian preachers; fince nothing, we apprehend, could be 
more diftant from the {pirit of Chriftianity, or the temper and 
conduét of its great Founder, who with the moft engaging 
centlenefs and benevolence, united the greateft oppofition to 
the prevailing manners and corruptions of the age, and what he 
called the fpirit of the world : and with freedom reproved: and 
condemned their vices, hypocrify and irreligion. At the fame 
time, as revelation furnifhes us with feveral ftriking and enter- 
tiining relations, on which true tafte, in the higheft and jutt ac- 
ceptation of the word may be employed, it appeats to be doing 
real fervice, efpecially at the prefent time, without pomp: and 
fhew, but with plain fimplicity, to offer to confideration, thofe 
excellencies and beauties which muft be efteemed or venerated 
by all who have a proper fenfe of what is admirable and valuable. 
This is attempted in the performance before us, and the Author 
hopes, by this means, to engage the attention of thofe who have 
been indifferent to revelation, or who have openly oppofed it. 
Concerning thefe opponents of Chriftianity, he fpeaks in the 
following terms : | 

« Té muft be allowed, that the enemies of Chriftianity attack it 
with fome advantage on their fide, from the light temper of the age, 
and from poffeffing thofe qualities which are faited to its tempgr. In 
their writings they difplay ingenuity, vivacity, gaiety; they are 
{paring of grave argumeDts or rather feem to defpife it. They have 
invented a mode of inveftigation extremely alluring to the indolent 
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and unexperienced : they aflert boldly, conclude rafhly, and put on 
an affected negligence, when they talk of geligion. 

‘ Such is Voltaire. And this is no more than we expeé of one, 
who in the capacity of hiftorian, cannot defcribe a battle, or even 
the face of a country, without difplaying his darling paffion, the 
love of novelty and paradox. | 

‘It is not eafy to characterize the fentiments of the eloquent but 
vifonary Rouffeau : He is almoft perfuaded to be a Chriftian. But 
his ambition of being an ¢/prit fort, which conftitutionally he is not, 
checks ‘his progrefs; while his fenfibility and caprice betray him 
into greater inconfiftencies, than any with which he has attempted to 
Joad the religion of Jefus, 

‘ One cannot enough regret that our celebrated countryman, the 
rival of thefe foreigners in fame, fhould have taken the fide of op- 
pofing Chriftianity. In viewing this fubjeét, he has been betrayed 
by his own acutenefs; his metaphyfical fyftem, fallacious, though 
profound, having like a whirlpool abforbed the native fentiments of 
his mind on religion and morality.’ 

The writer of the following obfervations, it is added, cannot pro- 
pofe ‘ to examine all the arguments and infinuations of thefe adver- 
faries of Chriftianity : he only ventures to point out what he judges 
to be the fitteft weapon of defence againft their attacks, or rather to 
direct how it may be ufed and applied. His profeffion in life juitifies 
the attempt, how defective foever the execution may be! He engaged 
in it at firft from dking, and was impelled to go on by a conviction 
of its importance. One end is gained, if the young and inexpe- 
rienced of the prefent age are guarded againft fome of the moft dan- 
oe {nares of infidelity. It would gratify his highef wifes to be 
uccefsful in perfuading them that Chriftianity, which he firmly be- 
lieves to be divine, is a religion defenfible on the principles both ef 
reafon and tafte, and about whofe honour no perfon who pretends to 
either of thefe ought to be indifferent.’ 

Thus we have laid before our Readers the account -which.the 
Author gives of his work, and the end which he withes to pro- 
mote by it. It might be confidered as an hiltory of the life of 
Chrift, becaufe it carries us through a variety of chara&ters and 
circumftances in which he appeared, from hrs‘entrance into the 
world to his departure ; but this alone would not be fufficient 
‘to juftify the prefent publication, fince it has been particularly 
confidered by other writers: Dr, Hunter’s plan is, not to attend 
ininutely to every incident that occurs, but to confider and il- 
Juftrate the more important and diftinguifhing views in which 
he is fet before us, which frequently are but flightly, if at all 
properly. noticed in common reading, and to lead us to obferve 
the great propriety and excellence of our Saviour’s ations and 
difcourfes, as conneéted with the general defign of his appear- 
ing, or with the particular occafions which gave rife to them: 
aid ‘his plan he executes, upon the whole, in an agreeable and 
ufeful manner. If it is not a capital performance, yet thofe 
who read his volumes with attention will doubtlefs be enter- 
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tained and improved : though we think that in fome inftances 
he does not fo amply confider his fubjects as he might have 
done without greatly increafing the fize of his work; and we 
were rather difappointed in finding little or no notice taken of 
thofe difficulties which frequently occur on the different topics 
that come under his notice: it is true that this did not fall im. 
mediately within his defign, and has been attended tc in a maf. 
terly manner by others who have written upon the fcriptures,—— 
The part which the Doétor has chofen may be confidered as 
more eafy and pleafant, though it certainly requires judgment, 
ingenuity, and learning to execute it to any advantage, or in 
the manner in which it is here performed. In regard to the 
difficulties of the fcripture hiftory, of which we have juft hinted 
our expectation that fome notice might have been taken; we 
ought to obferve that this writer in the introduCtion fays, 
<¢ The following attempt is conducted on the fuppofition, that 
the hiftory of the evangelifts is perfpicuous. For this reafon the 
meaning of words, or of difficult paflages, is not properly made 
a fubjeét of inquiry.” But it is not fo much the explication of 
particular words or phrafes which we have had in our view, as 
thofe difficulties regarding fome of the relations and events, 
which will occur to the Reader, and which it is defireable to 
have folved or leffened. | 

But we will proceed to give an extract or two from this pub- 
lication, by which others may be able to form fome judgment 
concerning it, for themfelves ; and which we doubt not many 
will perufe with pleafure : 

Chap. 1. Seét. 2. * Of the humble circumflances of the birth of 
Chrift. . 

© One fhould naturally prefume, that if fo great a perfon were to 
appear in the world, it muft be in a perfe¢t fuitablenefs to the dig- 
nity of his character. This fentiment is fo natural, that the Jews 
might be almoft excufed on account of their offence at the humble 
appearance of Jefus, if they had not been told of it before-hand by 
their prophets. The imagination delights in connecting, and we are 
accuftomed to connect, every idea of external grandeur with dignity 
of chara&ter. But whatever may be the fource of this prejudice, 
regfon, and fometimes experience, are found to be againft it. Birth, 
rank, and precedency, are dazzling appendages; yet, without them, 
fome illuftrious perfonages have made their firft appearances on the 
ftage of the world. ‘The humble circumftances of the birth of Jefus 
are produced by the hiftorian with an unparalelled fimplicity. In 
attending to them we feel fomewhat that we cannot well exprefs. We 
feel a certain abafement of foul, and delicate attachment to the ob- 
ject. We fink into a fenfe of our own meannefs, and are filled with 
admiration. We level in our own minds all external pre-eminencies. 
We think honourably of the loweit condition of humanity. We 
anticipate the latent merit which it may poffefs, and the real dignity 


with which it may be fupported. Sentiments, fuch as thefe, croud 
into 
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sato the mind, from attending to the fimple narration of this event 
as related by the hiftorian. Jofeph and Mary were then at Bethle- 
hem; ‘* and fo it was, while they were there, the days were accom- 

lifhed that fhe fhould be delivered. And fhe brought forth her firft- 

rn fon, and wrapt him in fwaddling cloaths, and laid him in a 
manger, becaufe there was no room in the inn *.” 

‘ In whatever way fome readers are affected with this paffage of the 
hiftory of Jefus, we afirm, that it has in it a great deal of beauty 
and propriety. ; 

‘ Jt is to be obferved, that the humble circumftances of the birth 
of Jefus were admirably fitted to heighten the Juftre of his public 
life and character ; at leaft to impart every advantage which novelty 
or furprize can beftow. Some of the illuftrious portoasgce whom we 
meet with in life or in hiftory, derive a confiderable thare of the 
{plendour with which they have atted their part in public from this 
very circumftance. Like the fun, they thine with the greater luftre, 
having emerged from the cloud, and attract more irrefiftably the at- 
tention of mankind. ‘Thus, when Jéfus began to teach and to work 
miracles in that region of Judea where the circumftances of his birth 
were beft known, nothing could exceed the aftonifhment of thofe 
who heard and faw him: ‘* Whence hath the man this wifdom and 
thefe mighty works? Is not this the carpenter’s fon ? Is not his mo- 
ther called Mary, and his brethren James and Jofes, and Simon and 
Judas? And his fifters, are they not all with us? Whence then hath 
this man thefe things? +’? We are indeed told, that they were of- 
fended in him. But it is alfo true, that the offence fprang from 
envy: a circamftance which, inftead of diminifhing, rather ferves to 
heighten the luftre of his character. 

‘ The hamble appearance of Jefus at his birth has alfo much pro- 
priety, as it fairly intimated to the world the nature of his kingdom. 
In the character of a king he was expected by the Jews; but they had 
formed to themfelves notions of their king, and of his kingdom, 
highly prejudicial to the honour and intereftof both. Thefe delufive 
notions took rife among that people, partly from mifunderftanding or 
mifapplying fome ancient prophecies refpeCting the Meiliah, partly 
from their political fituation as a conquered people. This fituation 
their minds, {welled with the ideas of independency, could but iit 
brook ; and they were only waiting for.a favourable juncture to re- 
drefs it. Their prophets had told them of a Mefliah, and had even 
defcribed the whole compafs of his charafter. But they viewed the 
objet through a falfe medium, and, as .it were, tinGured by thei 
own circumitances. 

‘ To ahaughty and depreffed people, nothing could be more de 
fireable than the profpeét of a conqueror rifing up among them, 
Such a perfon they conceived the Mefiiah to be, and to this creature 
of their wifhes applied the triumphant part of his character. Some 
early demonftration that their hopes were delufive was therefore highly 
proper; and no demontftration could be more fatisfying than the 
humble manner in which the Mefliah made his entry into the world. 
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« It may be alfo obferved, that by the humble cireumftances of the 
birth of Jefus, the difpofition of the world for receiving himfelf and 
his doSrine was put to the trial. Had he been born oF parents who 
ennobled his birth by their blood, or by their figure in life, all with. 
out exception would nave been forward to pay their homage. Th 
had for a long time waited, and now with an impatient ardour were 
waiting his appearance. ‘The mean form in which he at length ap. 
peared, was the teft which diftinguifhed the candid lovers of truth 
from the wordly-minded. Is this, might they not fay, the Meffiah in 
whom our withes have fo long centered? Is this the Son that was 
born, and the Child who is given unto us, whofe charatter is de- 
fcribed in terms fo magnificent arfd lofty? Can fuch majefty and 
meannefs be compatible? Such mu% have been the reflections of 
many. The unthinking croud would allow themfelves no room fo 
much as to hefitate on the fubjeét. But to thofe diftinguithed few 
who waited with proper difpofition for the falvation of Ifrael, this 
whole fcene afforded an opportunity of difcovering the ftrength of 
their faith, their love of virtue for its own fake, though ftript of all 
external advantages, their elevation above this world, and firm -be- 
lief in another. Of this number was Simeon, who faw, through the 
difguife of the lowly infant, the dignity of his character, and the im- 
portant ends of his appearance in the world,’ | 

We have not felected the above extract as being fuperior to 
other parts of the work: we have rather taken the paflage as 
the firft that offered, while there are others which might be 
yet more interefting and agreeable. If any of his Readers {hould 
think the Author, in fome inftances, rather diffufe and decla- 
matory, they will alfo allow that he writes in a fenfible and 
lively manner, and that his work may be perufed to confiderable 
advantage. In the fixth chapter he confiders the fubje& of mi- 
racles: we apprehend it wil] be acceptable to many to lay be- 
fore them fome part of what he here offers. 

© Se&t. 1. Of the propriety of bis appearing as a worker of mi- 
racles. | 

‘ By attending to the hiftory of the world, in ancient and in mo- 
dern times, we find, that pretenfions have fometimes been made to 
the working of miracles. It has alfo been obferved, that there isa 
bias in human nature extremely favourable to thefe pretenfions; 
that, in fact, mankind have been always prone to admit them with 
out examination, and confequently have been often impofed -upon. 
The miracles of Jefus are found to occupy a ftation betwixt ancient , 
and modern impofture*, Hence a perfon who views -objeéts in the 
heap, and who will not give himfelf the trouble to view them fepa- 
rately, doth inftantly and haftily conclude, that all miracles are of 
the fame ftamp. There have been impoftures in the world, the cré- 
dulity of men has been abufed too fuccefsfully, and the authors of 
the impofture have fometimes triumphed in their fuccefs. But, to 
‘draw trom hence any conclufion unfavourable to the anes of fefus, 

* The impoftures here referred to, are thofe of ancient Paganif{m, 
and thofe of Popery fome ages ago. | 
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*s.as abfurd as to determine againft the exiftence-of found reafoning, 
becaufe fophifiry fometimes prevails in the world. Jefus wrought 
miracles, and in doing fo, there was evidently much propriety, 

‘ In the firft place, there was a general expectation of his appeare 

ing in this very character. It feems to be agreeable to the common 
fenfe of mankind, that one who pretends to exhibit a divine revela- 
tion, is neceflarily obliged, i” one way or other, to fupport his extra» 
ordinary pretenfions. No expedient has been ufed with more fuccefs, 
than that of working miracles. When Jefus appeared among the 
ews, a miracle, as a mode of proof, was not unprecedented; but 
what they had been Jong acquainted with, and what, on any extras 
ordinary emergency, they would be expecting. ‘They were familiar- 
ized to miracles by thofe of Mofes and the prophets. ‘The perfons 
who witnefied the miracles of Jefus, were alfo prepared for them by 
the miniftry of the Baptift, and expected them: ‘‘ John,” faid they, 
“did no miracles, but all things that John fpake of this man ‘are 
true.” The Baptift had given witnefs to him, that he was greater 
and mightier than he: Jefus taught as John had done; next to this, 
was it not natural to expect of him that he would fupply the Baptift’s 
defect? By the /ample of miracles performed occafionally in the early 
period of his miniltry, the expectations of men muft not have been 
fo much gratified as roufed: as foon as this was done, we are told, 
that ‘‘ he went about healing all manner of ficknefs, and all manner 
of difeafe among the people.” When once he began to work mira- 
cles, it is evident he could not well difcontinue : he was almoft laid 
under ‘a neceflity of going on from the demands of pity. By his 
doctrine, the multitudes were convinced, that he taught them as one 
who had authority to do fo: and accordingly, on his coming down 
from the mountain, where he had been teaching, applications were 
inftantly made him to exercife his healing power. : 

‘It was not only expetted, that Jefus would work miracles; it 
was demanded in form, and-his enemies infified upon it. ‘* We 
would have a fign from thee,’’ was their language, from the com- 
mencement "till near the conclufion of his miniltry. That no ob- 
jection might arife from the want of figns, we fee the figns repeated, 
“all in order to invalidate their force, they who afked them were 
driven to the moft abfurd expedients. As a demand was made,. and 
was often repeated, the plea of inability or injuftice might have been 
urged, had it not. been complied with. The miracles wrought can 
therefore be imputed, neither to the artifice nor oftentation of ths 
the performer. 

* It was obferved, that the Jews had been long in the habit of at- 
tending to this kind of evidence. The ancient Jews in Egypt had 
been perfuaded by mira¢les to receive the religion of Mofes, it was 
therefore reafonadle, that their poiterity fhould have the fame kind 
of evidence offered in fupport of a new religion. Mofes was a tem- 

poral; deliverer, Jefus Chrift a fpiritual one; generally fpeaking, 
Without the intervention of miracles, men are fuiliciently difpofed to, 
exert th¥mfelves for the removal of temporal evils: Prompting feems 
to-bemore necdful, Where their prejudices or vices muf be dealt 
with, and their lives muft be reformed. Here we are furniihed with 
an additional reafon why the religion of Jcfus, though excellent i 
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every view, fhould ftand on the foundation of miracles, in order tg 
its being decently received. Nay, as it was intended to (uperiede the 
Mofaic religion, and as in faét it did fo, there was a necefity for 
fhe miracles being more popular in their natare, and fuperior in 
every other refpect. 

‘ The miracles of Jefus made their appearance at a time when the 
fpirit of impofture prevailed greatly in the world. Vague’ preten- 
fions may have the effect of bringing the very notion of a miracle 
into difcredit. Hence it is neceflary, that, ‘by fome refpeétable mi- 
tacles, the genera} notion of their reality fhould ret on a proper 
foundation. ‘I'he Jews had peculiar occafion for a criterion ‘on this 
fubjeét. Many pretended miracles, at this time, and afterwards, 
were wrought on purpofe to amufe them. About this time, they 
were poffefied with the hope of deliverance from the Romian yoke: 
Many, in this vain hope, attached themfelves to Jefas; and all of 
them were, at any time, the eafy prey of impofture. We are told * 
that fome artful men, encouraged by the turbulence of the times, af- 
fumed the chara¢ter of faviours of their country, and to fapport their 
pretenfions among a people, to whom the idea of a miracle was fa- 
cred, pretended alfo or promifed to work miracles. ‘Thefe perform. 
ances, whatever they were, they difplayed with much oftentation, and 
gave them the popular name of figns of liberty +. That fach pre- 
tenders exifted then, or very foon after, is a point clear from the 
writings of the New Teftament. Among the events preceding the 
deftruction of Jerufalem, Jefus foretells the appearance of falfe Chritts 
and falfe prophets. The Apoftle John informs us, that ‘thefe falfe 
fpirits had aétually gone forth into the world. Here therefore, we 
fee a people impatient for figns, and by their prejudices, expofed to 
the wiles of deceivers. We fee them, though the enemies, yet the 
objects of the compaffion of Jefus. By the refpeftable miracles with 
which his miniftry is adorned, they were furnifhed with a guide, by 
following whofe directions they might eafily elude the artifices of 
impoftors, in the fame way that the light of the ftars, which fhews 
the mariner his courfe, is his fecurity againft the influence of falfe 
lights, fet up on purpofe to miflead him. 

‘ The miracles of Jefus ferved to counterbalance the humility of 
his outward appearance. The prejudices againft him on this fide 
were almoft infuperable; yet it was neceflary they fhould be fur- 
mounted before his doétrine could be received. A perfon obfure in 
his birth, and in the early ftages of life appearing in a public cha- 
raéter, was not likely to be the darling of a people fond of fhew, and 
who expeéted their Meffiah in all the pomp of a conqueror. Men 
will receive the beft doétrine with coldnefs, if they are prejudiced 
acainft the perfon propofing it. When Jefus began to appear in 
public, the world wondered; but the wonder of many proceeded 
from difaain ; nor was there a method more effectual for removing it 
than the'working of miracles. The honours which were paid him, 
either by the few difciples of rank, or by the illiterate “‘myititude, 
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ufwally arofe from this fource, His miracles procured him the vifie 
of Nicodemus, and his honourable teftimony : It was after he had 
fed the thoufands miraculoufly, that they propofed to make him a 
“Ing. 

’ The perfons to whom Jefus appeared, felt not only the power of 
prejudice, but the rage of difappointment. He appeared at a time 
when they were big with hopes of temporal deliverance, and in an 
attire.extremely mortifying to all their profpets. They could not; 
therefore, without difpleafure,; look upon their humble deliverer. 
His appearance muft. have been afubject of ridicule, had it not been 
dignified by miracles. If any ridicule was employed by his enemies, 
jt was in the commencement of his miniftry; but the weapon was 
foon wrefted out of their hands. Miracles, fo various, and {fo great, 
became the fubyect of examination; and if they produced not all the 
efieéls we look for, this one at leaft is evident, that by the manner of 
the oppofition, a teftimony was given to the dignity of the perfon 
working them. The afcendant which the miracles gave, they ob- 
ferved, perhaps they felt, and endeavoured by every art to diminifht 
as alaft refource for defeating the miracles of Jefus, they form de- 
figns againft his life: ‘* What do we,” fay they, after the great mi- 
racle of raifing Lazarus, ‘‘ for this man doth many miracles, If wé 
let him thus alone, all men will believe on him, &c.” 

The two following fections treat of the credibility of Chrift’s 
miracles, and of the circumftances which gave luftre to them. 
Here the Writer expatiates on the fimplicity, the eafe, the dig- 
nity of manner which diftingutfh his miracles, and give them a 
fupetiority over all others, real or pretended, He contrafts thems 
particularly, with thofe faid to have been wrought by the Em- 
peror Vefpafian, as recorded by Tacitus; but we apprehend it 
is little lefs than an affront to the Gofpel-miracles, to bring 
them into any degree of comparifon with fuch grofs and palp- 
able trumpery, 

We are tempted to give a quotation: or two from the firft 
fection of the xii. chapter, as {pecimens of Dr. Hunter’s manner 
of writing on a topic very different from thofe which are the 
lubje&ts of the foregoing extraéts—The agony in the gardin—s 
but we are arrived at the utmoft verge of our boundary. Mm 

e 





Art. Il].. The natural and chemical Elements of Agriculture, 
Tranflated from the Latin of Count Guftavus Adolphus Gyllen- 
borg. By John Mills, Efg; F.R.S. Member of the Royal 


_ Societies of Agriculture at Paris and Rouen, of the Cicona- . 


mica. Society of Berne, and of the Palatine Academy of 
Snes and Belles-Lettres. 12mo. 25. 6d. fewed. Bell, 
1770. ; 


OUNT Gyllenborg ‘is well known to have applied with 

Xs great diligence to the ftudy of nature ; and the prefent work, 
in its original Latin drefs, has been very well received. Mr. Mills 
Ff a2 is 
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is defirous that it fhould be more generally known to his-eoyn. 
trymen: he thought it, we are told, a duty incumbent upon 
him, in return for the very favourable reception with which the 
public have honoured his labours, to perfevere, and lay before 
us atranflation of the book lately publifhed by this Swedith 
nobleman. He informs us that the * great Wallerius,) afer 
congratulating Sweden on the happinefs of having aman of thé 
Count’s rank fo well qualified to treat this fubject,. addrefles 
him to the following effect, in a letter fubjoined to his work,’ 
«© Go on, moft noble Count ! By fuch means the nobility gain 
every mark of the efteem and refpect. of their country, ina 
much more pleafing manner, than when paid to the dignity 
procured by anceftors.—You, moft laudably, follow. the foot- 
fteps of your progenitors,—and exert the utmoft diligence to 
become confpicuous, not by parchments and portraits, but for 
virtue, wifdom and true glory. Purfue the path you have en- 
tered on, and continue the fame love to your country: that 
country will embrace you with equal ardour, and juftly tile:you 
Her Father. This, Sir, next to the heavenly benediétion, is 
the greateft bleffing that I can with you on this fide immorta- 
lity. If I knew a greater, my prayer fhould be, that you 
might enjoy it.” 

The Tranflator adds, in favour of the Count, * whoever cafts 
an eye on the contents of this work, will fee that. our.noble 
Author has confidered his fubject in every different, light, ,in 
which a thorough knowledge of chemiftry would enable:him to 
view it: and though reafoning without experiments. is,feldem 
of much ufe in. practical arts; yet reafoning founded on {real 
{cience, and derived from farmer experiments, may often enable 
an ingenious hufbandman to draw uteful conclufians, even from 
unfuccefsful experiments. In this refpect, L doubt, not. but 
that the following work may, be of great utility. Foreign na- 
tions have expreffed their approbation of it, by tranflating it 
into their languages; and I jhope it will not be. lefs relithed 
here, where every improvement in agriculture meets with the 
kipeett reception.’ 

*’'T he book prefents us with a variety of curious obfervations, 
(though by no means altegether new) which will no doubt.af- 
terd entertainment to thofe who have a tafte for this kind of 
ftudies, and perfons who have'time and fortune at conimand, 
may farther practice upon them, and apply.. them. by. de- 
grecs to fome general benefit. But hufbandmen and» ‘farmers 
have not commofily leifure or*other requifite advantages for at 
tending much to fpeculation, and philofophical encbiriea A 
few remarks and rules which are the refule of the careful and 
accurate obfervation. which others have made on the progrefs of 


nature, and delivered in a plain and dimple manner, may abt 
highly 
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highly beneficial : our prefent Writer confiders the fubject of 
goriculture and hufbandry as a theorift and a chemift, and herein 
difcovers great ingenuity and attention, but experimental works 
of this kind, among us, are likely to be more acceptable and 
ferviceable. As a {pecimen of his manner and of the tranfla- 
tion, which we believe to be generally exact, we have given the 
following fhort extracts : 

‘ Chap. V. Of air, fo far as it promotes vegetation. Sect. gy 
It appears from obfervations, that plants grow but flowly within 
doors, though there be no want of exhalation nor of heat, and 
though the air have a free motion: for plants require an open 
air. Itis alfo known, that the feeds of vegetables germinate 
very flowly, if at all, where the air flagnates, though they have 
fuficient moitture.—Nor is this peculiar to plants ; for avimals 
cannot live long in the fame air.— Hence philofophers have cone 
cluded, that befides the air itfelf, and the various exhalations con- 
tained in cur atmofphere, there is in it fone nourifbing and recruit- 
ing principle, by which the vegetation of plants and the life of anie 
mals are fuftained. In imitation of CosmopoLita, they have 
called this principle the occult food of life. Now as belides exe 
haebns, we donot find any nutritive matter in the atinofphere, 
but the acid, otly, and fulphureous particles generated in the air 
(fect..6.) ; we from thence conclude, that this occult food of life 
confifts in, or rather depends on, as well the acid, o2'y, and [u!- 
phureous particles, as the inflammable or eleéirical, generated in the 
air, and as it were v vifted by the [pirit of the world.—Others call 
this occult food of life might-dew, life diftilled from above, rare- 
fied water. —But BorRHAAVE feems to tufpect that it ought to 
be imputed folely to fome elaftic particles,’ 

In the chapter upon heat (fect. 8.) we read farther concern- 
ing this /pirit of the world, a name, it is faid, which ¢ fome phi- 
lofophers have given to that principle from which all living badies 
have life, vegetation, prefervation, and firength, or, by which every 
thing that has life is animated, and preferved in its due flate. Now, 
as this vivifying and prelerving power can be no other than 
heat, it is plain that this Jpirat of the world 1s no more than the 
matter of heat, or, the matter of light, combined with the invi/ible 
particles of inflammable matter.—Vhis matter of heat is not im- 
properly called the /pirit of the world, becaufe of its exceffively 









fubtile nature, extremely quick moticn, vatt aétivity and amazin gly 


penetreting quality; with the fame juftice that the extremely 
fybtile matter moving in animal bodies, which according ta 
tle&rical experiments confifts of /ucid and inflammable particles, 

is Called animal fpirit.’ 
In tha chapter of manuring land he takes notice of our caun- 
tryman yi, and endeayours to fhew that the principles he had 
Ff 3 embraced 
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embraced concerning the inutility of dung are falfe. Ip the 
chapter, of plying, fowing, &c. he fays, © we need not repeat 
the reafons already afligned for frequently flirring the earth, but 
muft add; that, in uncultivated land, graffes and many other 
weeds grow, which confume the food of ufeful plants, and by 
binding the earth with their numerous fibrous roots, render it 
hard and compact: likewife, that water lying long in the cre. 
vices of the earth, contracts an acid, which is prejudicial tg 
corn. Thefe inconveniencies render p/owing neceffary ; in or. 
der, to expofe eucry part of the earth to the influence af the airs tg 
diffipate the hurtful acid; to extirpate the roots of all weeds 5 ty 
render the earth loofe, by thoroughly mixing it with the manures of 
avy kind laid on it.—It may be faid that drains will rid theear:h 
of the acid complained of : this is true fo far s the acid d-pends 
on fiagnating water; but there is a mineral acid combined 
fometimes fo clofely with the earth, that nothing will tike it off 
but this expcefure to the air.’ * The depth of plowing fhould 
be proportioned to the length of the routs ;—it may so be pro- 
portioned to the depth at which the feed is Jad in the earth ;— 
na feeds fheuld be buried deeper than fix inches, whist three or lef 


qwill be fuffictent for others.’ Hi 
. 








Art. 1V. An Effay on the Bath Waters. In Four Parts. Con- 

taining a Prefatory Introwuction on the Study of Mineral Waters 
in gencral. Part \. An Account of heir poffible Impregnatiens, 
Il. Lhe mof approved Means to be ufed for the Dif.overy of their 
Contents. Ul, Experiments on the Bath Waters, with an Appli- 
cation of the foregaing Rules, to the Difcavery cf thetr Contents. 
IV. An Application of the Whole to the Praétice of Pharmacy and 
Medicine. By William Falconer, of Bath, M. D. 1amo. 
3s. bound. Lowndes, 1770. 
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¥,.ROM the work before us it appears, that Dr. Falconer has 

1 fiudied chemiftry under a very diftinguifhed mafter ; and 
that he himfelf has acquired no inconliderable degree of chemi- 
cal knowledge. 

The firft and fecond parts of this work are general: the 
firft, containing an inquiry into the poflible impregriamgins of 
mineral waters; the fecond, comprehending the chemicat: 
by which thefe impregnations may be difcovered.—The third 
aiid fourth parts, are particular: the third, treating of the con- 
tents.of the Bath waters; and the fourth, giving the applicae 
tion of the whole to the purpofes of medicine. : 

In the firft part, Dr. Falconer goes through the following 
clafles, viz. the faline bodies, the inflammable, the “ 
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the earthy, and air whether common or fixed ; he points out 
which of the feveral fubje&ts of thefe clafles, are to be met with 
tn minéral waters; and then forms the following table of mine- 
ral impregnations *, , | 

¢ From the aforefaid review, fays our Author, of the imprez- 
nations of mineral waters, we find that they al] my be divided 












into 
, Vitriolic acid, per 
| Acid } ws ; 
weitie  s ; fe. . Quer. ? 
mina Simple Alkali ; 2. Fofil alkali, per 
wa faline C 4 3 Gisuber's falt. 
rere waRre 4. Common falt, 
Simple 5- Oil foflil, per /2. 
e Oits. Com- 6. Oil in form of 
pound foap. Quer. ? 
rome Simple 7. Sulphur, per /e. 
terranes: | 8. Hepar. Sd&lph. 
Sulphur Com- with an alkali. 
pound g. Hep. Sulph. with : 
quick lime. 
Simple- 
Metallic 2 Compound with _ Ae appr 
lic acid 1z. Zinck, dubious. 
1 sit ore 
'q Simple ; 13. 1 alan diffu 
Paty bo- 14. Selenites. 
— C d 15. Magnefia Glau- + 
L —- ‘ber’s fale. 
16. Alumn. 





Common air, du- 








al « ~ - - 17. 
Aérial bo- bious. 
dies. - - - : 18. Mephitic air.’ 
Dr. Falconer, having thus determined the feveral fub{tances 
which are to be expected in mineral waters, proceeds, in the 


fecond part, to enquire into the chemical tefls, or the means by 
which thefe impregnations are to be difcovered. 





* In this part our Author make fome trifling and groundlefs cri- 
ticifms on Dr. Heberden’s account of the pump-waters of London ; 
which the chemical Reader will eafily diflinguifh, by comparing Dr. 
Heberden’s paper in the Medical Tranfattions, with our Author's 
oblerygtions. 
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Our Author then goes on to the third part, which containg 
his experiments on the Bath waters, and the conclufions from 
thefe experiments +. The following is the 


Table of the Contents of the Bath Waters. 


, Simple.—1. Vitr. acid per fe. Dy. 2 
I. Saline bodies. Compound,+~-2, Common {alt in 
L fmall quantity. 


IJ. Inflammable bodies. } 3. Hepar fulph, cum calce viva, in 
large quantity. 


4. Iron, one thirty-feventh and a 
; half of a graim in a pint of the water, 
III, Metallic bodies. —Lucas. 
gs. Lead. Qu. ? if this is not an 
accidental impregnation, 


IV. Earthy bodies. 6. Selenites, ip large quantity. 
V. Aérial bodies § >. Common air. Qu. ? 


U8. Mephitic air, in large quantity, 


In the fourth and laft part of this woik, in which we have the 
application of the whole to the purpofes of pharmacy and me- 
dicine, * here, fays Dr. Falconer, we would not have it unde’. 
{tood, that we mean to give a general account of the effeéts of 
the waters on the human body, and of the feveral diforders in 
which their ufe may be advantageous or prejudicial, with the 
feveral periods of each, at which they are to be recommended 
or forbidden, &c. 3 

¢ Such a work, which might not improperly be termed the 
more ftrictly medical part of an eflay of this kind, though 
highly ufeful, can only be the refult of long obfervation, and 
extenfive practice, and would, moreover, if properly performed, 
be much too voluminous to come within the limits of a book 
of this fize. We, however, prefume to flafter ourfelves, that the 
method we have chofen, will not be deemed entirely ufelefs to the 
public, though formed in a much more contracted defign than 
the former. We propofe, then, the experiments, before related, 
as the foundation of our plan, and hope to render them, and 
the deductions to be drawn from thence; of fome fervice to the 
practice of phyfic relative to the waters." This feems to have 


-been, and, indeed, we muft own, not much to the honour of 


the profeffion, hitherto purely empirical, and a courfe of food 
and medicines has been prefcribed, with little alteration, ‘for a 
long feries of years, to be taken with the Bath water, without 
any view to the chemical effect produced by their admixture, 


or what might be the confequences of fuch a combination. It 


+ N. B. Thefe experiments are confined to the King’s bath. 
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will here, probably, alledged, that experience is the beft 

uide in fuch cafes, and that the food and medicines, the pro- 
priety of whofe ufe, in fuch circumftances, had ftood the teft 
of time, could never be properly difproved by any theoretical 
reafoning to the contrary. Had we our choice of one of thefe 
only for our guide in fuch cafes, this would undoubtedly be 
true, as one good practical obfervation is of more advantage to 
{cience than all the unfupported theory that the world ever pro- 
duced. But is not Reafon an excellent companion to Expe- 
rience? Is not the latter of fmall value, when deftitute of the 
former to dire&t its applications ? Js it not a duty which a phy- 
fician owes to the public, to fearch diligently for amendments 
in his practice, and not reft indolently fatisfied with any pecu- 
liar method, fo long as there is, as there always will be, a ra- 
tional profpect of improvement; and, when he is fatisfied of 
this, it is his duty to embrace it, without any regard to the 
quarter from whence it may be derived. ‘This, we hope, will 
plead in excufe of this part of our work, and of the dire¢tions 
here laid down, which we only mean to offer to the confidera- 
tion of, not impofe them on the public, as certain rules to be 
indifcriminately followed, as we own we have great doubts 
concerning feveral of the circumftances mentioned. We hope, 
however, we have inferted nothing wherein we have not, at 
leaft, fome degree of probability on our fide. A work of this 
kind is certainly capable of great improvement ; and the Author 
of the following fheets is fully confcious that he has proceeded 
but a very few fteps, and that there is ftill a large field for any 
fucceding Writer to exercife his genius in. He hopes, how- 
ever, it will plead in his favour, that no book he has yet feen, 
has been wrote profefledly with this view, and will think him- 
felf happy, if, by his means, any future Author may be in- 
duced to throw fome farther light on this fubject, hitherto fo 
little confidered. 

‘ We beg the Reader’s pardon for this digreffion, and fhall 
now proceed to give the plan of the remaining part of our work, 
which, as it is moftly deduced from our experiments, and 
chiefly regards the compofition of the waters, and the Changes 
produced on them in various circumftances, may be faid, in 
oppofition to that before-mentioned, to be wrote on a pharma- 
ceutical plan.’ 

Our Author then goes through the following enquiries ; viz. 
In what ftate the Bath waters are in greateft perfection ?>—~How 
they are affected by the admixture of other fubftances? ~Whether 
an artificial Bath water be practicable ? 

Weave fome ufeful and judicious obfervations relative to 
the two firft of thefe enquiries ; and, with refpect to the De 
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Dr. Falconer apprehends that the following Preparation ap. 
proaches neareft to Bath water : 

© Let ij. of wafhed flowers of fulphur be ground with 3 fs, 
of quick lime; during the trituration, add gradually fb}. of 
pure rain, or diftilled wacer; ftrain it off. Take then a {trong 
glafs, or ftone bottle, of a quart contents, put into it 3fs. of 
green vitriol, and 3ij. of quick lime* (frefh burnt) pour on 
it the fore-mentioned liquor, and cork it clofe up immediately, 
‘This preparation wil keep, clofe corked, three or four days, 
without any remarkable feparation of its parts. ; 

¢ When wanted for ufe, Sij. of it may be added to Z vj. of 
common rain, or diftilled water previoufly heated rather above 
the degree of the Bath water, and drank immediately. 

¢ This compofition, thus diluted and heated, refembles, in 
fome meafure, the Bath water, though we own it to be very 
deficient in point of agrecablenefs of tafte. The proportion of 
the ingredients that form this compofition to one another, and 
to the fluid with which they are united, is not eafy to be afcer- 
tained, as we know not in what quantity the hep. fulph,c. 
calce viva is mifcible with water, and as to the fixed air, that 
is ftill lefs determinate. ‘The proportion of the iron, however, 
in 3 viij. of the preparation, is fomething lefs than two grains 
of the green vitriol, to Zviij. of the fluid, and as each grain 
of this is fuppofed to contain one-third of a grain only of iron, 
4viij. of this mixture contains two-thirds of a grain of iron, 
which though no great quantity, is yet vaftly ftronger than the 
Bath waters, which, although their tafte is evidently chalybeate, 
do not contain above one thirty-feventh of a grain in 3xvj. of 
the water. The proportion, therefore, between the artificial 
preparation, and the native Bath waters, as to ftrength of cha- 
lybeate, is nearly as. forty-nine and a half, to one, omitting 
fractions, which is a very great difproportion.’ 

The work concludes with an enquiry concerning the appli- 
cation of this artificial preparation in a variety of difeafes.— 
Our Author, however, ingenuoufly declares, ¢ that thefe are 
only conjectures, which he thinks bear fome appearance of pro- 
bability.’ 

‘ We fhould now, fays Dr. Falconer, proceed to confider 
the hot and crofs Bath waters, and the effects of all with re- 
{pect to their external ufe, with a comparifon of their qualities 





* ¢ Lime made from lime ftone is preferable to that made from 
fhells, as the latter is obferved to — more of an empyreumatic 
tafte. As, however, they both poffefs it in fome degree, it feems to 
ive fome foundation for the fuppofition, that all lime-ftonegirere ori- 


ginally formed from the exuvig of animals.’ ’ 
with 














—— nr" ad — 











Buchner’s Method to enable deaf Perfons to hear. 435 


with one another. This, however, we propofe as the fubject 
of another work.’ 

The fenfible and ingenious Author of this Effay, will do 
well to attend to the following particulars in his future labours 
on. this fubject: to be fuller in the experimental parts ; to be 
more {paring of conjectures; and to aim at a greater degree of 
fimplicity in his language ; the pompous monotyllables we, ws, 
gui, make much too confpicuous a figure in his duodecimo 


pagese D. 


Arr. V. An ealy and very praéticad’e M.tnod to enable deaf Per- 
fons to hear : Together with a brief Account of, and fome Reflec- 
tions and Obfervations upon, the feveral Attempts formerly made 
for the Benefit of fuch Perfons. Tranflated from the German 
of Andrew Elias Buchner, Profeflor of Medicine and Natural 
-Philofophy in the Univerfity of Halle. 8vo. is. Od. fewed, 

Hawes, &c. 1770. 

UR learned Author, after enumerating the feyeral caufes 

of deafnefs, and the various means of relief which have 
been recommended, gives the following account of what he 
calls the beft and eafieft method to make deaf perfons hear : 

‘ To conclude, fays he, all the methods hitherto mentioned 
under this fecond clafs, are rendered far more commodious, 
mare perfect, and of far more general utility, by confidering a 
peculiar inftance of an ingenious deaf perfon, who gave the 
createft attention to every incident that offered to his obferva- 
tion; and this method I fhall now propofe at full length, as 
the eafieft and beft to enable deaf perfons to hear. 1 am not, 
indeed, the firft,who publifhed the account, and an explana- 
tion of it; as an-unknown Author, under the initial letters 
C,F,W. has already defcribed it in the Harlem Journal for 
the year 1754, p. 393. /egg. but as. both his hiftorical part is 
efroneous and imperfeé&t, and the explanation of its circum- 
ftances, and the obfervations made thereon, are groundlefs and 
falfe; I had the whole matter more fully and more juitly de- 
icribed, a year and a half fince, in an academical difputation, 
defended under my prefidentfhip, with the following title, Dj/- 
fertatio fiftens nove methodi, furdos reddendi audientes, phyficas & 
medicas rationes. But as fuch diflertations feldom come into the 
hands of any, but of phyficians, I fhall here, firft, relate the 
hiftory of this deaf perfon, in all its. circumftances, together 
with the manner in which he recovered his hearing. ‘Then, 
fecondly, give a rational explanation, grounded on phyfical and 
medical principles, of ail the.incidental circumiftances obferv- 
able therein, 

© A Peputable merchant, of Wefel, in the Duchy of Cleves, 
avenerable, hoary, old man of feventy-eight, had, as ie 
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his twentieth year, a great difficulty of hearing, which, as far 
as he could recollect, was occafioned, either by a violent fal] 
or by a profule bleeding at the nofe. The moft promifine 
means againft this diforder proved ineffectual, it rather sister 
ing upon him from year to year, till, at laft, he became quite 
deaf, unable to underftand a fingle word, without bawling loud 
in his ears. Both German and Dutch phyficians, who were 
confulted on this occafion, could not, with all their art and 
fill}. afford any relief: at length, after an accurate examinds 
tion of the external organs of hearing, the cafe was deemed ins 
curable. However, he procured a variety of acouftic tubes ftom 
Amfterdam, in order to afford fome'reliéf to thofe who wanted 
to fpcak with him: but their ufe was afterwards Jaid afide, as 
being attended either with much inconvenience, or as never 
procuring any diftinct degree of hearing. ' ; 

¢ Afterwards marrying, and having two of his eldeft chil- 
dren, 2 fon and a daughter, taught to play on the {pinnet, he 
often came up to it, and eagerly wifhed to hear the mufic: as 
the mufic-mafter once happened to fay, that it was very poffi- 
ble for him to hear, if, according to anold, and weil-known 
experiment, he held a thin ftick, or a tobacco-pipe, with the 
one end on the bridge of the found-board, and with the other to 
the upper teeth ; this he inftantly tried, and was greatly pleafed, 
that he could both plainly diftinguifh each note, and, as ‘he 
«hought, much ftronger than formerly, at his beft hearing. 
But all this was ineffectual to make him underftand perfons 
fpeaking, till an accidental trial procured him alfo this hap- 

inefs. 
— In the year 1749, he had the good fortune to light, by 
mere accident, on a peculiar method, by which any perfon, at 
the diftance of twenty, or even thirty paces, may, without 
greatly {training his voice, fpeak to be underftood. This hap- 

ned as follows: As one time this deaf perfon had all his fa- 
mily about him, and was pleafing himfe!f with his daughter's 
playing, by means of his tobacco-pipe; his brother, who hap- 
pened to be prefent, alledged, that as he could plainly diftin- 
guifh the founds or notes of the fpinnet, he might alfo, in the 
fame manner, underftand the articulate founds of a fpeaker. 
For this purpofe, his brother took a fpeaking-trumpet, and 
holding the narrow part, or mouth-piece, to the upper teeth 
of the deaf perfon, he uttered a few words at the upper or 
wider part thereof; this trial, however, proved unfuccefsful, 
the deaf man not being fenfible of the leaft articulate found. 
But he himfelf dire&tly fell upon a device, which proved more 
fuccefsful. The brother was to hold the rim of the wie end 
of the fpeaking-trumpet to his upper teeth, and he himfelf ta 


do the like with the lower end, or mouth-piece: upon which, 
| his 
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his brother had fcarce uttered a couple of words, but he dire&l 
repeated them with the greateft joy, and alfo affured him, that 
he underftood them more diftinétly than if he had bawled them 
in the loudeft manner in his ear. | 

‘ The deaf man did not ftop here: in order to be convinced, 
whether the fuccefs, was not owing to the ftructure of the fpeak- 
jng-trumpet, or whether the fame thing might not fucceed 
with other bodies; he diredtly tried, in the fame manner, his 
tobacco-pipe,, and a little wooden ftick, and to his great joy 
found it not only poffible, but that the fpeaker might even 
{peak as low as he pleafed, fo the voice was only audible. The 
curiofity of this man and his friends did not reft here; they 
wanted to know, at what diftance one might converle with 
him: for this. purpofe, they took thin fticks or flips of wood, 
of different lengths, and one, in particular, fix feet long, an 
inch broad, and ef the thicknefs of the back of a knife. Ac 
Weilel, and in the country round about, they call fuch fticks 
flooring-flips or laths, which they ufe in filling up the openings 
of the boards of the flooring, when ftarting afunder: and fuch 
flips are the more commodious, as being thin, they the lefs 
hinder the pronunciation, and asin other refpects, they pro- 
duge the fame effet in propagating found: and even, by means 

bundle of them tied together, the loweft found is diftin@ly 
audible, when the by-ftanders can fcarce perceive any. 

‘ The farther trials and obfervations, which were made in 
the ufe of this method, have been confirmed by the following 
experiments, In the firft place, upon bawling in the loudeit 
manner, in the mouth of the deaf perfon, through a large tin 
funnel, without touching the teeth, or even wirhout the funnel, 
not a fingle word was underftood. Secondly, if the flip of 
wood be held too faft with the finger, or laid hold on with 
fhut lips, the voice proves very indiftinét. But, thirdly, if held 
with the teeth, the fenfation is extremely weak. Fourthly, if 
the flip be held to the under teeth, there is not the leaft fenfe’of 
hearing. Whereas, fifthly, the voice is perceptible and diftinét, 
upon bringing, in ufing the flip, the tongue to the palate or 
tothe teeth. Sixthly, the voice is lefs perceptible on’ joining 
the teeth together, than on their ftanding afunder. Seventhly, 
though the mouth be full of water, the hearing is not in the 
leaft diminifhed. Fighthly, when a brafs or iron wire is held 
to the teeth, the deaf perfon hears nothing at all; but held be- 
tween the teeth, alittle. Ninthly, the deaf perfon may hear 
veryewell, on holding, by the lower rim, a beer-glafs, to’ the 
vpper teeth ; or if, with the mouth fhut, he prefles it fome- 
what hard juft under the nofe, and another perfon direéts his, 
voice up the elafs, clofe to it; ail which anfwers not with a; 
wine-glafs, Tenth}y and laftiy, the fpeaker mull have good 
found 
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found teeth, without any loofe ones, at leaft in the upper jaw; 
as then the voice is very indiftinét.’ 

We have the following cafe in the Breflaw Colleétion, Effay 
21, p. 330. © A man at Copenhagen had, by diftemper, léft his 
hearing, to fuch a degree, as not to have the leaft fenfe of fting 
of cannon, the beating ever fo many drums, nor of any other 
the moft violent motions: at laft, he accidently fell on a me 
thod, by which he could perfectly well underftand any fpeaker; 
and write down all that he faid ;‘and this he did’ by means of a 
ftick of wood, of a moderate length, one end of which he held 
to, or took in his teeth, refting the other end againft the plate 
where the fpeaker flood. And thus. at church he could unders 
ftand the preacher, and write down thé fermon, upon feating 
himfelf juff under the pulpit, with his face towards it, and one 
end of the ftick, while the other was between his’ téeth, ‘reft- 
ing againft the foot of the pulpit.’ 

Dr. Buchner.concludes with this praétical’ propofition, that 
the eafy method here pointed out, may be adapted’ to all perfons 
afflicted with deafnefs, be the auditory organs injured how they 
may, provided the auditory nerves themfelves are’ not obftruéted, 
injured, or quite deftroyed at their origin. In this lait cafe all 
means are certainly ineffectual. D: | 





Art. VI. 4 complete Exglifh Peerage. Containing a genealogital, 
biographical, and biftertcal Account of the Peers of this Realm. 
Together with the different Branches of each Family; intluding 
a particular Relation of the moft remarkable Tranfactions of thofé 
who have eminently diflinguifhed themfelves in the Service of their 
Country, beth in the Field and in the Cabinct, from the Conqueft 
down to the prefent Time. To which is prefixed, a fuceine? Hiffory 
of the Houfes of Brunfwic, Brandenburgh, Saxe-Gotha, ond 
Mecklenburgh. By Alexander Jacob, Chaplain in Ordinary 
to his Majefty, and Chaplain to his Grace.'the Duke of 
Chandos. Fol. 2 Vols. 51. 5s. in Sheets, Johnfon, 
&c. 


Y the conftitution of England, ‘the nobles are fo immedi- 
ately engaged in all public tranfactions, that their refpective 
hifteries: become a general concern; and the frequent changes 
by new‘creations, and the extinétion of old titles, which in 4 
fhort fpace of time take place in that auguft body, render fre- 

quent publications of this fort neceflary. | 
The ptefent Author telJs‘us he has, for fome years, amufed 
himfelf with difquifitions of this fort, though not originallygwith 
2ny defign of making them public ;*but the many errors that 
occurred in the courfe of his reading, induced him to redouble 
his refearches, and to form a defign of committing the refult. 
of his enquiries to the prefs, He them refelved [he fays] to” 
) smnprove 
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improve upon all former plans, fo as to render bis work more com- 
kte, and coniequently of greater utility, than any fimilar pres 
duction extant: this he conceived might be effected, 

[. By giving a particular hiftory of the feveral houfes to 
which we are indebted for our gracious Sovereign now on the 
throne; by which we may be led to admire the dignity and 
importance, no lefs than the antiquity, of that illuftrious fa- 
mily. 

if By corre&ting the brevity of others, in the accounts given 
of thofe Peers who have moft eminently diftinguifhed themfelves 
in the fervice of their country. This he confidered as a capi- 
tal defect in his predeceflors, fince, in the long catalogue of 
heroes and patriots who grace the Britith annals, the illuftrious 
anceftors of our nobility make the moft confiderable figure ; and 
in no place can a relation of the great actions, which each of 
them have performed, be introduced with greater propriety, than 
in the hiftory of their families. 

[\I, By prefixing to the feveral families genealogical tables, 
which at one view exhibit the defcent, as well as alliances b 
marriage, not only of the principal, but all the. different 
branches of the family, which without fuch help couid not be 
ealily, if at all, retained in the memory. 

To fupply, by thefe means, the defects of former Peerages, 
and to prefent the Reader with a more full and faithful, and at 
the fame time a more agreeable and entertaining view of the 
Englifh nobility, than any that has hitherto appeared, is the 
profefled defign of the Author in this undertaking :—~how he 
has fucceeded, muft be left ta the impartial decifion of the 
public. | 

In tracing the origin of the illuftrious and ancient houfe of 
Brunfwic, Mr. Jacob finds himfelf obliged ‘to treat feparately of 
the.four feveral lines Witekind, the Guelphs, Efte, and Billung, 
all of which, together with their immenfe poffleffions, were 
united in a moft extraordinary manner in the perfon of Henry, 
furnamed the Lion, Duke of Saxony and Bavaria, who added 
the city and county of Hanover to his former dominions. He 
married to his fecond wife, A. D. 1168, Mathilda, daughter of 
Henry I], of England, an alliance which proved very ferviceable 
to him in the diftrefles which he afterwards underwent. . After 
experiencing the greateft viciffitudes of fortune, during, a life of 
fixty-fix years, this prince, (confidered at that time as dne of 
the chief of the empire) died, A. D. 1195, leaving iffue'(by ‘his 
fecond wife) 

Maud, married to Henry Burewin, prince of the Wenden, 
fram whom the prefent: houfe of .Mecklenburgh, 

Henry the Long, [who fucceeded him.] , 

Oito, afterwards Kmperor. And 
William 
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_ William: of Winchefter, born in England, A. D. 1184, while 


bis father was in exile, who continued the race. 

After a number of fucceffions, we come to ERNEstT Aucys. 
Tus, born A. D. 1629. He was fent early to the Univer. 
fity of Marpurg, where he made fuch a proficiency in his 
ftudies, that the members of that fociety unanimoufly conferred 
upon him the honour of their rectorfhip. . After this he vifited 
feveral parts of Europe; and ftaid long enough in Holland, 
England, France, Spain, and Italy, to make himfelf matfter of 
their refpective manners and cuftoms. In 1647, he was coad. 
jutor of Magdeburg ; but as by the treaty of Weftphalia, A.D, 
1648, the connections, which the houfe of Luneburg had with 
the archbifhopricks of Magdeburg and Bremen, as well as the 
bifhopricks of Halberftadt and Ratzeburg, of which the Brunf- 
wic family were actually in pofleffion, were difclaimed, in con- 
fideration of an alternate nomination to the bifhoprick of Ofna- 
brug, Erneft Auguftus fucceeded to that fee A. D. 1662,—One 
of the articles in the above named treaty ftands thus: 

‘© An alternative fhall for the future take place in the bith 
rick of Ofnabrug, fo that a Proteftant be elected bifhop of that 
fee after a Roman Catholic, and a Roman Catholic again after 
a Proteftant Bifhop. When the Proteftants have their turn, a 
Bifhop fhall be eleé&ted out of the houfe of Brunfwic Lune- 
burg.’ 

On the acceffion of Erneft Auguftus to this fee, the citizens 
of Ofnabrug, who had behaved in a refractory manner to bis 
predeceflors, and more than once difclaimed all obedience to 
their prelates, fubmitted to him; which fingular mark of their 
favour induced him to take up his refidence among them,—In 
1679, he fucceeded his brother John Frederick, in the Hanove- 
rian dominions; and having appointed a regency at Ofnabrug, 
changed his place of refidence to Hanover. 

—In 1684, he fent 5000 men againft the Turks; and in 
1689, he joined the allied army, and was inftrumental in the 
taking of Mentz.—In 1690, he had a body of 11,000 men in 
the Netherlands, under the command of his eldeft fon, George 
Lewis, who behaved there with great bravery.—The Emperot 
and the allies called upon him again to reinforce their armies in 
1692, when he added 5000 men to the troops he had. in Hun- 
gary, and fent another body of 8090 to the Netherlands, —The 
common caufe having been under fuch great obligations to, Er. 
neft, he was conftituted one of the Electors of the empires, ata 
diet held at Ratifbon, in December 1692,—and the: office. of 
Arch-Standard-Bearer * was annexed to this electora Re Ete 
nelt died, at the age of: 69 years, A. D. 1698.—In 1658; 
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* Inftead of which, the office of 4rch-Treafurér of the Empire has 
been fince annexed to this electorate. | 
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he married Sophia, daughter of Frederick, Elector Palatine, 
tine, and King of Bohemia, by his wife, Elizabeth, daughter of 
ames I. King of England.— The iffue of this marriage were 

1. George Lewis, of whom hereafter. 

2. Frederic Auguftus,—a General of the imperial forces, 
killed in a battle againft the Turks, in ‘Tranfilvania, 1690. 

. Maximilian William,—was general of the Venetians, and 
embraced the Roman Catholic religion. He became Fields 
Marfhal General of the imperial army, 1702, and dicd at 
Vienna, 1726. 

4, Sophia Charlotta,—married Frederic Elector of Brandene 
burg, and firft King of Pruffia, [She] died 1705. [Mr. Jacob, 
by miftake, fays, he died at that time. ] 

5. Charles Philip,—became Colonel of a regiment of impe- 
rial} dragoons, and was killed in a battle againft the Turks and 
Tartars, in Albania, 1690. 

6. Chriftian,—was drowned in the Danube near Ulm, in an 
engagement again{t the French, 1703. 

7. Erneft Auguitus,—was Bifhop of Ofnabrug, 1715, and 
died 1728. 

Georce Lewis, eldeft fon of the Ele&tor Erneft Auguftus, 
was born, May 28th, A. D. 1660. When but fifteen years old 
he accompanied his father at the fieze of Triers, 1675, and 
gave fignal proofs of valour and intrepidity. In 1676 and 1677 
he attended his father, and gave frefh proofs of courage at 
the fieges of Macfirecht and of Charleroy; and in 1678, he af- 
fitted in the victory, which the Prince of Orange gained over 
the French, near Mons. In 1685 he joined the impcria! forces 
at the head of 10,000 troops of Bruniwic and Luneburg, and 
thereby enabled the Chriftians to undertake the fiege of Neu- 
heufel ; which was taken by affault, and the Turkifh army re- 
pulfed. In 1686, he was very ferviceable at the fiege of Suda, 
which the Turks refolutely defended ; but which the imperial 
forces took by ftorm, in fight of the Turkifh army, marching 
to their relief: which army was afterwerds put to flight, and 
the campaign glorioufly ended. 

In 1688, a war broke out between the Empire and France ; 
when George was very afliduous to fruftrate the defigns of the 
French. In 1689, at the head of his father’s troops, he was 
the chief means of reducing Mentz and Bonn; and in 1690, 
with 11,000 Luneburg troops, he joined the Spaniards againt 
the French, in the Netherlands. He fignalized himfelf in the 
battles near Fleury, and near Landen, in which, though not 
victorious, the Luneburg troops, animated by the gallant beha+ 
viour gf their leader, performed wonders. ; 

In 1658, he fucceeded his father, as Elector of Hanover; 
anJ, upon the death of Queen Anne, in 1714, {a few weeks 

Rey. Dec. 1770. G g only 
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only after the death of his mother, the Princefs Sophia) he be. 
came King of Great Britain. 

As the fucceffion of the houfe of Brunfwic to the throne of 
thefe kingdoms conftitutes a moft material part of the hiftory of 
that auguit family; in which their Britifh {ubjects are more im. 
mediately concerned; our Author has very properly thrown to- 
gether the moft remarkable anecdotes which occur in that inte. 
refting period. But for thefe, we muft refer to the work itfelf, 
only tranfcribing the following remark, which may ferve as a 
{fpecimen of the Writer’s manner : —‘ The unfortunate jea- 
loufies that fubfified * between the Queen and the eledoral 


family, will appear to have been mutually natuial, if we confi. . 


der fome particular circumftances in the behaviour of each, and 
inftead of harbouring any ill opinion of either her Majefty, or 
her Succeflor, we fhall be juftified in cafting all the blame upon 
the violent partizans on both fides, who had wickednefs enough 
to provoke a rps SN where unanimity was effentially 
neceflary, and art¥enough to gain credit to their malicious in- 
finuations.’ 

The variety of events that happened from the time of his 
Majefty’s arrival in England, to that of his death, in 1727, be- 
ing amply recorded by the hiftorians of that time, are here omit- 
ted, as foreign to the purpofe of this work; the Writer of 
which, however, adds, that he * cannot help obferving, that 
the more his Majefty’s conduct is examined into, the more 
clearly it will appear, that throughout the whole courfe of his 
adminiftration, his views had no other tendency than to maine 
tain a juft equilibrium in Europe ; to preferve to his fubje&ts a 
full and quiet enjoyment of their properties ; to enlarge their 
trade; and to keep up and extend the honour and glory of the 
nations that were under the influence of his fcepter.’ 

After referring to the profefled hiftorians of the time, for a 
full detail of the many interefting events which took place in 
the reign of GrorGE II. the prefent Writer contents himfelf, 
with juftly obferving, * That Great Britain, notwithftanding 
the accumulating load of an enormous national debt, never ap- 
peared to the different ftates of Europe in a more refpeétable, 
and at the fame time formidable a light, than at the time when 
this reign was clofed.’ 

After mentioning the death of his late Majefty, he adds the 
following fhort fketch of his character: ¢ In a public capa- 
city, he was always confidered as a Prince of the higheft bra- 
very, juftice, and honefty, of a quick apprchenfion, and ready 
difcernment. He was an able warrior, a confummate ftatef- 


—— 


* Towards the latter end of Queen Anne’s reign. 
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man, and a benignant governor.—In his private life, he was 
remarkably temperate and regular, chearful and fociable.’ 

On the acceffion of his prefent Majefty, Mr. Jacob obferves 
that, * his fubje€&ts, from a fenfe of his proficiency in the the- 
ory of government, could not but entertain the moft fanguine 
hopes of a propitious reign; fuch as would advance the dignity 
of the crown in the eye of foreigners, facilitate an extenfion of 
commerce, afford a protection to the liberties of the country, 
and prove no lefs fatisfactory to the prince, than beneficial to 
the people. From his integrity of morals, his attachment to 
religion and abhorrence of vice, the ferious part of his fubjects 
plumed themfelves upon the expectation of feeing on the throne 
apattern of virtue for private life, univerfally inftrudtive, be- 
caufe confpicuoufly elevated. —How thefe valuable bleffings have 
hitherto been-experienced, muft be determined (he fays) from 
the refpect paid to the court of Britain by the greateft part of 
Europe; from the immenfe returns in a mercantile way, which 
annually enrich * the nation; by the independency granted to 
the judges foon after the acceffion, in confirming their places to 
them for life; and by thofe conjugal and parental affections, 
that conftant attendance upon public worfhip, and the practice 
of every private virtue, which all, not ftrangers to court or 
public fame, mutt allow to be predominant in the royal breaft.’ 

As the method in which the prefent Writer has drawn up his 
account of each noble family, is no other’ way eflentially diffe- 
rent from that of former authors on the fame fubject, except 
in the genealogical tables with which he hath enriched his 
plan; we think it unneceflary to follow him regularly through 
fo extenfive a Work, (but little of which can well be expected 
tobe, ftri€tly fpeaking, original) and fhall content ourfelves 
with juft obferving that, though in a work of this nature, 

reat ufe muft unavoidably be made of former Writers, yet the 
prefent Author has been far too fparing in his references, even 
to thofe from whom he has moft freely borrowed. 

Though he appears to have been very affiduous in fearching 
into the origin of families, and tracing their refpective genea- 
logies ; yet the great uncertainty of all fuch difquifitions, efpe- 
cially when carried back to any confiderable length, will fuf- 
ficiently appear, from what he himfelf fays, at the very entrance 
of his account of the family of Howard, Duke of Norfolk ;— 
which ftands thus :— 

‘ The utmoft art of genealogifts has been exerted in tracing 
the origin of this noble and ancient family, and each, by en- 
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* Ongthis fubjet our Readers may be ‘referred to the enfuing ar- 
ticle, on our Nattonal Podicy and Commerce, p. 449. Ia which they 
will have a very different view of our prefent fituation, in re{pect to 
fommercial intercit, 
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deavouring to throw in new lights, has contributed his fhare 
towards perplexing pofterity, who cannot, with any reafon, 
afpire to the hopes of having their doubts with any certainty 
refolved. We have had (as he goes on) the fatisfaction of ac. 
cefs to many manulcripts, which bear the ftamp of authenticity, 
as far as antiquity can fix it; but that fatisfaction, which we 
had in profpect, upon a nearer infpeCtion, and by comparing one 
with the other, was overbalanced by the regret we experienced, 
jn not being able to determine which account was entitled to 
the preference. Tohis difference, with refpect to the main line, 
is not fo great as in the collateral branches ; although, even 
there, we have two quite contrary accounts, fo equally authen- 
ticated, that there is room to fufpect, that they will both be 
delivered down to future ages, without having the fuperior claim 
of either properly afcertained.’ 

As the bufinefs of pedigree and family-hiftory is ufually fo 
very dry, and frequently fo uninterefting, as not to fuit the ge- 
neral tafte; and as our limits wil! not permit us to give fuch 
ample extracts, 2s might be fatisfactory to fuch of our Readers 
as chufe to amufe them{elves with refearches of this kind; we 
muft beg leave to refer them, and the public, to the work itfelf, 
where they will meet with a full detail of fuch matters as come 
within the Author’s defign, drawn up in a judicious, clear, and 
intelligible manner. 

As it might feem invidious to point out fuch errors, as muft 
always be expected to occur in a work of this complicated na- 
ture; we fha!l conclude with obferving, that it feems to deferve 
the character of a complete Peerage, at leaft as well as any other, 
We mutt not, however, omit to add, that the ARMs are in- 
graved in a mafterly manner, and upon a much larger fcale than 
any before extant, a Jolio Plate being allowed to thofe of each 
individual Peer. P. 


Art. VII. Lradis concerning Patronage, by fome eminent Hands, 
With a candid Enquiry into the Conftitution of the Church of 
Scotland, in relation to the Scttlement of Minifiers: And Remarks 
upon a late Pamphlet, entitled, © Obfe:vations on the Overture 
concerning Patronage,’ in anfwer to the * Thoughts of a Lay-man 
concerning Patronage and Prefentations. 12m0o, 35. Edine 
burgh, printed by W. Gray. 1770. 

i TOTHING, in the view of Lizerty, appears more juft 

and equitable than that religious focieties fhould be left to 

the full exercife of their own judgment, and inclination, in the 
choice of their minifters. Is it deemed eflential to civil free- 
dom that the people fheuld poflefs, and exert, undifturb@, their 
right of eleGting reprefentatives in the great fenate of a coun- 
try ? And does it not likewife appear to be a reafonable part of 
religious liberty, that each fociety fhould enjoy the power of 
appointee 
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appointing thofe perfons who are to prefide in their public wor- 
fhip, and affift them in the important cares of piety and futu- 
rity ! Moft true indeed is it, that in each of thefe cafes, a power 
which feems fo neceflary, may be abufed fo as to occafion great 
diflenfions, and other evils, detrimental to the public peace and 
welfare. his is often verified with regard to the firft: and as 
to the laft, where fuch a liberty is admitted, we fometimes fee 
jpattended with fimilar effects, which are the more notorious 
and worthy of cenfure, becaufe it is an affair, in which religion 
is profefledly and immediately concerned. But would it not be 
a very rafh and violent inference, would it not be concluding 
far too much, in either of thefe inftances, fhould it be deter- 
mined from hence, that the privilege ought to be utterly cut 
of? That it fhould be exercifed, under certain reftriétions and 
limitations, may be highly juft and expedient; nor would any 
reafonable perfon refufe, in proper circum{tances, to refign a 
{mall part of what might appear to be his natural right, if, by 
this means, a general benefit may be effected, and he may enjoy 
the remainder in a manner more comfortable and more fe- 
cure, 

We were led into fome reflections of this kind by the work 
now before us, wherein the Jaw of patronage is confidered, 
which, it is well known, has long been the fubject of warm 
debate in Scotland; nor does it appear that its exiftence for 
fo many years, has at all allayed the zeal of the contending 
parties. Any publication on this topic which profeftes to eluci- 
date old arguments, or to advance new ones, will therefore be- 
come in:erefting to thofe who are attentive to the hiftory or con- 
ftitution of that country. The prefent Writer feems to take 
a wider range through this field of controverfy than others have 
done; as he not only canvaffes the reafonings upon the fubject, 
relative to Scotland, but enquires more abftractly into the ori- 
gin of the cuftom itfelf, with its progrefs in different coun- 
tries, and in various periods of fociety. 

Our Author has indeed beftowed great application and labour 
upon a topic which will appear to many, perhaps, dry and unin- 
terefting, and which it is probable many, who have a more 
immediate concern in it, may not have inclination or refolution 
to examine as they ought. ¢ Indeed, fays he, the ftudy requi- 
fite to a thorough acquaintance with our conttitution, is fo 
much out of the line of reading, which at prefent is fafhionable 
among young minifters, that it cannot furprife, that many of 
them are but indifferently informed as to the original and true 
policy.of this church. Yet, upon trial, they would find, that 
as dipping a little into this fubje&t is certainly becoming in 
them, fo is it neither fo void of amufement nor advantage, as 
Many are apt to apprehend it to be. The Author knows cer- 
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tainly that there are not a few that have not fo much as given 
themfelves the trouble of reading our books of difcipline.’ 

He has endeavoured to trace every capital branch of the fub. 
jet up to its origin; and con‘cious, he fays, * of the imperfec. 
tion that might attend his own attempt,’ has embraced the op. 
portunity of ftrengthening his argument for what he is himfelf 
perfectly convinced of (That ftatronage is every where injurious 
to the church of North-Britain) by republifhing a few tras on 
the fubject, written by gentlemen of unqueftionable charaéter 
and abilities ; tracts, we are told, too little known or attended 
to by the generality of thofe who are concerned in this queftion, 
although their merit entitles them to perpetual regard. 

The firft place is here given to the church's addre/s to govern. 
mint, on information of an intention to bring into parliament, 
1omo Anne, a bill to reftore patronages, authentically fetting 
forth her principles and her rights upon this article. This is 
followed by an an account of lay paironages, Se. with chfervations 
on the arguments for refloring them, publifhed at the above junc- 
ture, in order to fupport the addrefs; more copioufly fhewing 
in point of law, the church’s title, by the revolution and union 
fettlements, to be no more troubled with this bondage. We 
are informed that this is faid in the parliamentary debates to 
have been written by Sir David Dalrymple. The next is a 
well written tract entitled, Con/:derations on patronages: addreffed 
to the gentlemen of Scotland. By Francis Hutchefon, LL.D, 
late profeffor of moral philofophy in the Univerfity of Giafgow. 
Tt was firft publifhed in 1735, and the name of the writer will 
no doubt recommend it to attention. ‘The refolution of the 
General Affemtly of the church of Scotland, on the reimpofing 
of Patronages in the year 1736, is next inferted. To this is 
immediately added our Author’s own performance, being the 
principal part of the work, under the title of, 4 candid enquiry 
into the conjtitution of the church of Scotland, in relation to the fet- 
tlement of minifters: this is accompanied with feveral remarks 
upon a late pamphlet which efpoufes the other fide of the 
queftion. ‘The book is clofed by a fmall but very fenfible trea- 
tife printed in 1730, and the title-page only declaring it the 
performance of a minifter in the country; but it has fince ap- 
peared to have been written by Philip Doddridge, D. D. to 
whom it is here afcribed ; it is called, Free thoughts on the mof 
probable means of reviving the diffenting intereft: our Author fup- 
poling it to have fome connection with his fubject, and to add 
fome ftrength to his argument, has chofen to prefent it afrefh 
to the public view, with the other parts of his work. 

To give fome farther idea of this performance we fall lay 
befire our Readers a fhort extract or two from that part which 
greats of the rife and progrefs of patronage in general, and add 

a very 




















Tracts concerning Patronage. 447 


avery brief view of what is faid more particularly of the ftate 
of the Scotifh church. In his account of patronage, this Writer 

s great regard to Boélmer, one of the lateft, and it is added, 
‘ moft learned, and moft accurate authors upon it, in his Jus 
Eal. whom any that pleafe may confult, and find it largely dif- 
cufled in tom, 3. p. 402. et feg.’ After other obfervations he 
proceeds in this manner : 

¢ Here then we fix, that, not before the end of the fixth, or 
rather the feventh century, when churches and endowments 
abounded, was patronage known among Chriftians, and that 
too only in an innocent, if not laudable fenfe, to defend and 
protect thefe endowments from being torn away and fpoiled by 
invaders ;—and that the great donors had no idea, in beftowing 
their liberalities on churches, to referve the leaft title to nomi- 
nate bifhops or clerks, far lefs to tranfmit fuch rights to their 
fuccefiors, or to di/pone them to others. 

—‘ It was not before the twelfth century, that patronage 
received its laft and moft arbitrary form. By this time the do- 
nations were immenfe. ‘The difpofal of them, as will always 
be of wealth, was found to be fo intimately conneQed with 
power, that it became an object, not of importance only, but 
of neceflity, for princes, in order to preferve their own influence, 
to wreft the power of the difpofal of benefices, from the church- 
men who hitherto had feized it to themfelves. Upon the 
whole, it becomes no arduous tafk to trace this ufurped power 
from its fource to its dreadful ftate of perfection, and to mark 
the direful confequences that attended its progrefs all along. It 
undoubtedly took its rife from the ambition of churchmen. The 
luft of power and pre-eminence in the churches had begun to 
fhew itfelf before the canon of fcripture was clofed, as we learn 
from the Apoftle John. But it was towards the middle of the 
fecond century, that it broke forth openly in the diftinction, 
unknown before, between a bifhop and other prefbyters. In 
the third century the government of churches verged to a mo- 
narchical form.—In the fourth century greater innovations 
were made :—things went on in this fatal courfe, with unre- 
mitting ambition in the fuperior clergy, “till at laft the Pope 
{poiled them too, by afluming the power of univerfal patron. 
By this ill-fated power of patronage, beyond any other mea- 
fure, were Chriftians and their privileges trod upon, whether 
in the hands of the clergy or laic patrons.—It was in vain for 
the people to ftruggle, againft this growing and enormous power 
in the hands of churchmen, for their original privilege of elec- 
tion.— The Princes and Emperors, therefore, contended againft 
the ecMefiattical ufurpation of the clergy, exprefsly founding 
their titles on the rights of the people, againft them. Oppref- 
fion, violence, and laying the world wafte, was the miferable 
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confequence of the ftruggle. Mankind were never laid fo low 
in darknels, wickednefs and ruin, as in thefe ages of dire con. 
tention for the difpofal of church benefices, by fingle perfons, 
—If the ambition and ufurpation of {piritual tyrants, in violently 
taking the rights of nomination from the laity, are complained 
of, what great advantage hath it been to them in general, even 
where the reformation, as with us, bath taken place; when, 
we are told, ‘* that Princes fucceededc ‘to the rights of patronage 
formerly in the poffeffion of thefe fpiritual tyrants.” For, even 
admitting in this argument all that may be faid as to the right 
of patronage, where Princes or great men had perfonaily en- 
dowed, that their fucceflors ought ftill to be entitled to prefent 
ta fuch benefices ; what is this to all they have taken, and now 
keep poffefion of, which belonged to the church? why not re- 
ftore to the people, in whofe right the Princes afferted they 
claimed againft the clergy, and by whofe oblations many 
churches had been endowed ?—The amount of the whole, and 
what (in this interefling point) we gain by the reformation, is, 
That, with regard to a vaft multitude of our churches, formerly 
in the hands of fpiritual, we have an exchange made for tem- 
poral tyrants. How fmall a confolation to the oppreffed !’ 
Concerning the church of Scotland in particular, we fhall 
only give the following fhort account. At the revolution, it 
was found that patronage was inconvenient, and fubjed& to 
great abufe. It was therefore laid afide, and in its room a 
new conflitution, for the fettlement of miniiters was thus 
formed: ** Upon a vacancy, the heritors (being proteftant) and 
the elders are to name and propofe the perfon to the whole 
Consregation, to be either approven or difapproven by them; 
and if they difapprove, the difapprovers to give in their reafons, 
to the etfect the affair may be cognofced by the prefbytery of the 


bounds, at whofe judgment, and by whofe determination, the. 


calling and entry of a particular minifter is to be ordered and 
concluded.” Such was the equitable and liberal plan fettled by 
our wife fathers, as the foundation and rule of government, in 
this moft ¢Tential point, affecting in turn every individual 
within the kingdom,’ 

In another part of this work we are informed, that at the 
reformation, the whole temporalities of the church were refumed 
by the crown and parliament; and foon after, a new mainte- 
nance was fettlcd for minifters, in about 960 parifh-churches ; 
but patronages were not fet afide; in the year 1649 they were 
by 2ét of parliament abolifhed entirely ; after the reftoration of 
King Charles II. along with epifcopacy, patronages reg rned, 
yet under the old laws: after the revolution this right was 
again ‘abrogated, (as above) and thus matters continued in 
a very peaceable and cafy manner till the year 1711, when an 
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3ét was obtained reftoring patrons to their power, * though im 
the moft direct oppofition, it is faid, to the articles of the union, 
and the public faith of the nation, then given, in that facred 
treaty, upon which is founded his Majefty’s title to the crown 
of Scotland, and the very parliament of Great Britain itfelf,” 
¢ By this Ad. the Writer proceeds, in 17115 the King is now 
jn poflefiion of above 550 churches, out of 950, having not 
only the old patronage of ihe crown, but many patronages ac- 
uired at the reformation, not yet alienated; all the patronages 
of the fourteen Bifhops; and all the patronages of the Lords 
forfeited in 1715, and thefe patronages may all be ufed for any 
fuch purpofes as the Minifters of State may advife. Of the re- 
maining churches not in the King’s gift, there are near 200 in 
the patronage of fome Lords, who fometimes have not one foot 
of land in the parifhes, nor any rents or intereft whatfoever in 
them, or, at beft, but fome trifling feu-duty, or free teinds 5 
and this by virtue of fome old grant to their anceftors, of the 
{uperiorities of fome abbeys or convents ; or by their retaining 
this, among fome other little fuperiorities over lands, which 
their anceftors have fquandered away fome ages ago. The ma- 
giftrates of fome few boroughs are patrons of fome of their 
churches. But there are not 150 parifhes in Scotland, where 
the patronage is in any gentleman of confiderable eftate, or 
natural intereft in the parifhes, to whom it is of any real con- 
fequence, as to himfelf, whether the minifter be a perfon of fo- 
briety, diligence, or good abilities in his office, or not.’ 

This Writer appears to be areal advocate for liberty and 
religion; he pleads in an animated and rational manner cons 
cerning the grievances of which he complains: he profeffes a 
hizh regard for the old conftitution of the Scotifh church, as 
founded in liberty, and wifhes that its principles might be care- 
fully confidered and acted upon. One thing we could not 
avoid recollecting, in perufing this performance, wiz. that 
fubicription to prefcribed’ articles of faith, and poffibly fome 
other particulars of this kind, are, as we apprehend, effential 
to this extolled conftitution, and may be as dangerous, and op- 
pofite to the rights of confcience, to true freedom and religion, 
as the evil here animadverted upon. Ht 

. 





Arr. VIII. Confiderations on the Policy, Commerce, and Circum- 
Stances of the Kingdom. 8vo. 45. fewed. Almon. 1770. 


U CH hath been faid and written, of late, on the highly 
igterefting fubjeCts of our national policy, commerce, and 
other circumftances ; though not greatly to the fatisfaction of 
intelligent and candid men. KReprefentations have been exag- 
gerated, and arguments fo ftrained as to render them fufpeted 
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of intentional deception. We have had more aflertions thay 
proofs; and even what have generally been produced as proofs 
were fallible in their naturcs; therefore difputable and incon- 
clufive. 


The above is the firft of our Author’s preliminary obferva- , 


tions, and we may fafely venture to declare our ready concur 
rence with him, in his cenfure, fo far as it refpecis the gene. 
rality of our late political writers. He then proceeds :—* But 
the times having become critical, the fenfible few, who are 
unfafhionably folicitous for the welfare of their country, have 
wifhed to fee points of fuch importance more effectually dif. 
cufled. In order to gratify whom, and indeed not unfollicited, 
though entirely uninfluenced by any party or individual, the 
the tafk has been attempted in the following fheets.. The 
principles proceeded on are in their natures demonftrative; the 
facts itriking and important ; the authorities refpectable. Ar. 
gumenis and deductions are fubmitted to the judgment of the 
impartial public.’ 

We hope all that this Writer profeffes, with regard to the 
integrity of his principles and views, is perfectly true ; but we 
sather wonder that fo intelligent a perfon fhould think of pre- 
poflefing the public in his favour, by the hacknied and ftale 
pretences of being uniufluenced by party or perfonal attachment, 
This is fo conftantly avowed, by political writers efpecially, 
and fo eafily faid by any anonymous writer, of whofe real fitua- 
tion or connections his readers are totally ignorant, that, in- 
deed, it as feldom obtains as merits the ferious regard of the dil- 
cerning part of them, who know, by experience, of what ma- 
teria's 4uthors, as well as other men, are compofed. 

Some time ago the attention of the public was excited by a 
*¢ Candid Enguiry into the ruined State of the French Monar- 
chy *,” The prefent tra& is poflibly intended as a contraf? to that 
piece; for our Confiderer feems to think that we are not ina 
much more defirable fituation than our neighbours. It is evi- 
dently with a view to the Candid Enquiry that this Writer ob- 
ferves, ‘ that to fo wretched a pafs have policy, principle, and 
even underftanding arrived in this country, that we eftimate 
the Somes of our national wifdom and ftrength by the compa- 
rati lly and debility of our neighbours ; inftead of deciding 
by what the realities of things are, and what they might and 
ought to be made among ourfelves.’—Can it be thought, he 
adds, * a fatisfactory coniolation to the diftreffed people of this 
country, to be told, the French are ftill more oppreffed by the 
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enormity and partiality of taxations, the abufes of juftice, or 
the excefles of power ??——But to the Confiderations. 

In the firft chapter the Author undertakes to point out the 

ens of the declining condition of the nation. ‘The two principal 
indications are the decreafe of population, and the great increafe 
of the poor’s rates throughout the kingdom ; but thefe leading 
propofitions, we apprehend, fhould have been more incon- 
teftibly proved than they are, in the few pages appropriated to 
the difcuffion of fuch important points. However, taking thefe 
two circumftances, of decreafing numbers and increafing rates, 
for granted, he prefumes them fufficient to demonftrate the un- 
profperous fituation of our national affairs: but he has other 
faéts to point out which, fays he, * will put the matter beyond 
difpute.’ 
-. Proceeding on his defign to fhew that the fituation of this 
kingdom is become extremely critical, from the accumulated 
weight of its burthens by debt and taxation, and the decreafe 
of its commerce in exported manufaétures, our Author, in his 
fecond chapter, juftly confiders commerce as cur great national 
object, the only fure and lafting fource of weclth and population. In 
the third chapter, on the sternal policy of the ftate, he ob- 
ferves that, as there are three balancing powers happily inter- 
woven in the frame of our excellent conftitution, fo, in like 
manner, there are three balancing interefts among the people— 
thofe of land, money, and labour; he briefly fhews how thcefe 
naturally fupport each other; and that the too great preva- 
lency of either would prove injurious to all. He now goes on, 
in chap. iv. to confider the landed intereft ; to which he thinks 
too great a partiality has been fhewn, particularly in making a 
landed qualification neceflary for obtaining a feat among the 
reprefentatives of a commercial and manufacturing people ; and, 
in moft inftances, from having landed e/ecfors, or fuch as are 
under the influence of men of landed property: the inconve- 
niences refulting from this defect he juft mentions in this place, 
but leaves them to be more fully confidered in the farther pro- 
fecution of his work. 

Chap. v. vi. vii. and viii. have for their fubjects the monied 
er trading interejl, and the monted property in the funds, the la- 
bouring intercft, and taxes. Under thefe two general heads he 
offers many very fenfible remarks. With refpeét to the prac- 
tice of funding, he confiders it as, * to the body-politic, what 
an overgrown wen is to the natural body: a monftrous excref- 
cence, that fucks up the invigorating fluids from every limb 
and member, and to fo enfeebling a degree, as mutt gradually 
deprive it of all vital powers, and haften on mortality.’ 

His obfervations on the labouring intereft thew, at leaft, his 
benevolence, though his principles may be thought far from in- 
contrae 
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contravertible ;—but we muft not dwell too particularly on the 
contents of every chapter, which would {well this article be. 
yond its due bounds. 

With regard to taxes, he concludes ¢ that far too great a 
proportion of our levies is torn from the backs, and {queezed 
from the bellies, of our working people; who have been driven, 
by hardfhips, to the unnatural refolution of deferting their na- 
tive country in great numbers.’—He has interfperfed throughout 
many other parts of his book, a number of very ftriking re. 
marks relating to our induftrious labouring poor; but this isa 
fubje&t on which many fenfible writers have greatly differed 
from him in their fentiments. | 

Ch. ix. On exports, imports, and the balance of trade. On 
this fubje€& our Author has only a few general and obvious re- 
marks.. In the next fucceeding chapter he offers fome very ma- 
terial confiderations on our natural and commercial circulation. 

Ch. xi. and xii. On the comparative value of trade in manufac- 
tures, corn, &c. In difcufling the important fubjects of thefe 
chapters, the Writer fomewhat warmly encounters Mr. Arthur 


Young (famous for his numerous publications on agriculture, ’ 


&Xc.) for giving the preference to the corn trade. Our Author 
here takes the other fide of the queftion; and, in chap. xiii. 
he zealoufly argues againit the bounties on corn, malt, and 
flour. He obferves that * no country was ever made opulent 
or powerful by agriculture, and trade in provifions, even where 
duties were charged on exportation: but, he adds, our prac- 
tice of granting bounties on fuch provilions is without an ex- 
ample, and probably will for ever be without a follower.’— 
He recommends to our confideration whethcr, inftead of ftoop- 
ing to become plowmen and horfe-breeders to half the coun- 
tries of Europe, we ought not rather to beftow fome attention 
to the culture of madder, hemp, and flax, which we import 
at a prodigious national expence ; being fuppofed to pay to the 
Dutch, for the firft article alone, not lefs than £. 300,000 per 
ann, He candidly, in a following page, gives a correction of 
this random eftimate, from the cuftom-houfe books ; but he re- 
marks that the importers may probably under-enter their quan- 
tities, in the view of fupporting prices ; fo that this amount is 
ftill left uncertain, But he thinks that if only £. 100,000 
fhould be the utmoft we annually pay for madder, that fum, 
added to the amount of what we pay for hemp, flax, and linen- 
yarn, with the lofs of labour by fuch imports, may altogether 
be nearly equal to the real medium value of our exported corn, 
malt, and flour; fo that our imports and exports of ne pro- 
ducts of lands may reafonably be fuppofed pretty much ona 
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On the whole, the Author concludes, and repeatedly ob- 
ferves, after much reafoning and calculation, in this chapter, 
that ‘ the payment of bounties has not only been a direc? tax 
on the people, to their whole amount, but alfo an indireé? tax, 
jn the prices of thofe commodities for their confumption, to 
the full of the difference between market and fhipping rates ; 
with favouring in that degree the Jabour of rival nations, pre- 
venting the production of other raw materials at home, and 
raifing the prices of them to manufacturers. The burthens, 
therefore, he adds, which they occafion, are become, with our 
immenfe taxes, infupportable by trade, and, in effeét, by the 
kingaom.” ‘This he undertakes to prove, from the ftate of our 
commerce, and the circumftances of the nation: and if this be 
fully proved, to the fatisfaction of the intelligent Reader, we 
may fafely conclude, with him, £ that it is high time to rid the 
nation of fuch an evil.’ 

Chap. xiv. contains a very fenfible inveftigation of the landed 
mtere/?; and in chap. xv. (on manufacturing police, and mercan- 
tile traders) among a variety of important remarks, he fets forth 
our total want of a /uperintending direciion in commercial affairs. 
He fhews the neceflity of fuch regulations as may contribute 
to the fupport of our national character for integrity in dealing, 
and the goodnefs of our ftaple manufactures, &e. &c.—It is 
true, fays he, * we have a board of trade, but it takes no im- 
mediate cognizance of the commerce of the kingdom ; fo that 
it may properly be confidered, as what indged it is commonly 
called, a Plantation Office; and that almoft merely too for 
political ufe. In France there is an active and well-informed 
council of commerce *. In Holland the principal merchants 
have a great fhare in the government of the country. Here 
we appear to be all adrift in commercial matters, without a pi- 
lot or compafs, driving before the wind of accident, amidft 
quickfands and rocks: {fo that if we long efcape fhipwreck, we 
fhall have wonderful good fortune.’ 

Ch. xviii. fhews the prefent flate of the Britifh trade with Eu- 
rope, Africa, and America. is deductions on thefe very capi-+ 
tal branches of his enquiry are, that our commerce with Ruffiz 
is certainly to our Jofs; that with regard to Sweden, the balance 
is materially againft us; that we labour under the fame difad- 
vantage with refpe&t to Denmark; that, as to Poland, the ba- 
lance is inconfiderable, though he thinks it rather to our preju- 
judice ; that it is alfo againft us in our German trade; the fame 





* Our Author thinks it an erroncous opinion, that prefcriptive 
reguiions hurt manufacturing trade ; which perhaps was firft in- 
Culeated to cover incapacity in thofe who found themfelves unequal 
to a rivht management of our national concerns; or by fuch as, 


from ignorance, became the dupes of deigning Knaves in trade. _ 
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with Holland, France, and Flanders. The Spanifh trade he pro- 
nounces to be every way ferviceable to this kingdom: we cers 
tainly, he fays, receive a balance from Spain, and might receive 
a very great one, had we a better fyftem of commercial policy, 
Our Poriuguefe trade, once very beneficial, has of late, he af. 
ferts, become fo altered for the worfe, that the rates of ex. 
change + fhew the fcales of intereft fo nearly poifed as almoft 
to vibrate on the balance, It formerly, fays he, was fuppofed 
‘to be in our favour to the amount of between four and five 
hundred thoufand pounds per ann, but the fchemes of the Conde 
de Oeyras have proved equally fatal to the interefts of both 
kingdoms, however they may have ferved to cram his own cof- 
fers.’ Our trade with /taly, in general, he fuppofes, may be, 
at prefent, in a final] degree gainful, but far lefs fo than here- 
tofore. That with Turkey is fo reduced that the Company 
has been forced to refort to parliament for fupport. Our trade 
up the Mediterranean, he confiders as almoft totally loft. That 
of Barbary he pronounces to be quite infignificant: but that of 
Senegal, Goree, and Guinea, he regards as much in our favour: 
it is at prefent, he obferves, * perhaps not in an improved ftate, 
but it is certainly very advantageous, though principally applied 
to the leffening of the /Ve/t India balance againft us.’ 

Our North American trade, hitherto, fays he, has been ex- 
tremely valuable: what it may hereafter prove, time only can 
difcover. Here the Author favours us with his fentiments on 
our unhappy differences with the colonies, and blames us greatly 
for our impolitic and unreafonable treatment of the Americans, 
in refpect to the affair of taxation.—In fine, from the whole 
of his view of the ftate of our commerce, it is apparent, that 
the European balance is almoft every where againft us; that 
the African balance in our favour is funk in that to our pre- 
judice with the Weft Indies, and that thefe deficiencies could 
not have been fupplied by our gains from North America, 
The queftion then is, /Vhence have they been fupplied ? For the 
anf{wer to this queftion, we muft feek in his /fate of the Britih 
trade and conneéiions in Afia, chap. xvii. and xviii, We fhall 
give his 17th chapter entire, 

‘ We export to the Eaft Indies, manufactures and national products 
to avery great amount; from whence, in commercial returns for 
our commodities, in territorial tributes, and by fortunes acquired by 
private trade in thofe countries, the freightage of fhips, and profits 
made by the Company, we receive, not only all that is needful for 
our home confumption and ufe, of piece-goods, teas, coffee, pepper, 


raw-filk, falt-petre, diamonds and other precious ftones, dying-ma- 





+ Our Author confiders the courfe of exchange as the barometer of 
wade betweep country and country, aia 
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terials, china-ware, &c. &c. but alfo fufiicient quantities of the feve- 
ral kinds of merchandize of thofe countries to fupply the calls of other 
nations, and likewife exchange and refpondentia bills to an immenfe 
amount ; all of which bills are payable in other countries of Europe, 
for goods furnifhed by our India Company and individuals, to the 
companies and people of other nations. ‘To which may be farther 
added, the freightage of fhipping for re-exportation, the profits ari- 
fing from the inveftment of great property therein, and by commif- 
fons and brokages upon foreign orders executed here; as, alfo, by 
the pay of labour, and profits in ufeful callings of various kinds, to 
numbers of induftrious people, befides contributing to the itate an 
important annual revenue. 

‘ Such has become the fituation of our Eaft India trade and con- 
cerns; and fuch the advantages are which the ftate derives from 
them, exclufive of the duties and excifes on what is for home con- 
fumption, and the profits from workmanfhip, on imported raw ma- 
terials, | 

‘ Inftead of fending out near a million fterling in bullion yearly 
to India, as was formerly our cuftom to do, we have not only faved 
that fum of late, but may be fuppofed, on a reafonable calculation, 
to have had near two millions more thrown every year into the cir- 
culation of Europe, Africa, and America, in our favour, by re-ex- 

ortations, exchange and refpondentia bills, and other means, So that 
the annual difference to this kingdom muft have been near three 
millions to our advantage fince the affairs of the Company took fo 
fortunate a turn as they did fome yeans ago. Such have been the 
means by which we became enabled to pay our debts and dividends 
toother nations, for feveral years paft. Yet how ineffectual thofe 
mighty aids have proved, has been but too clearly manifeited by the 
difadvantageous rates of exchange and increafing prices of gold, 
which prove that coin muft be decreafing apace in our circulation 
at home. Our Eaft India concerns, therefore, have hitherto faved 
us from bankruptcy. But how much longer they may continue fo to 
do, fhould be thought a matter of great doubt.’ 

{n his 18th chapter our Author offers his reafons for believ- 
ing * that without the very favourable turn our Eaft India con- 
cerns have taken, an uninterrupted North American and corn 
trade could not have kept the affairs of this kingdom in the 
condition they have been, and are at prefent.’? But, even with 
this vaft aid, he comes to the melancholy conclufion thar, 
through the pernicious operations of public debts, oppreflive 
taxes, &c. &c, &c. the powers of the ftate are all diflolving 
apace ; and that fhould we be deprived of our Eaft India fup- 
ports, which, he thinks, is not unlikely foon to happen, the 
—— confequenccs to this kingdom would indeed be very 
readful. 


In chap. xix. we have our Authog’s examen of the difadvan- 
tageoug {tate of our exchanges with the principal commercial 
places in Europe, looking upon them, as we have before inti- 
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mated to be, the trueft barometers of trade between country 
and country. In this chapter he allo confiders our trade and 
dealings with Ireland, and our illicit or fmuggling trade with 
ether countries; and hfs inductions, from what is here ad- 
vanced, are not leis melancholy than moft of his preceding con: 
clufions. 

‘ Thus, fay he, with getting the all of poor Ireland, ss well as 
of North America, and with draining to debility our conquered 
countries in the Haft Indies, we have been fo dealing, in one way or 
another, with fome countries in Europe, that what with paying di- 
vidends to foreign creditors, and balances in lofing trade, we tce to 
what alarming rates the exchanges of Europe with this country are 
got, exclufive of the contlant great drain there muft be of our na- 
tional coin by the practice of {muggling, and the mifchievous deal: 
ings of the great herds of inferior Jews and other low foreigners, 
whom ill policy has encouraged to refort fo much to this country.’ 

As the medium rates of exchange are the barometers of licit 
trade between one country and another, fo our Author confi- 
ders the average prices of gold and filver as the trueft barome- 
ters of the general commerce of a nation. ‘The prices, theres 
fore, of the precious metals, of late years, in this kingdom, 
are the fubjet of his obfervations in the 2oth chapter. This 
topic being fo intimately connected with the fubjeét of the fore- 
going chapter, the inferences he here draws are not more come 
fortable or agreeable than thofe which precede them. 

We are now arrived at his general CONCLUSION, chap. xxi, 
in which our Author figures paiticularly as a politician. And 
here, as our Readers will naturally expect, from the account 
that has been given of his principles and premifes, all is gloomy 
and dark, and every appearance in our political horizon fright- 
ful and ominous ; the fky lours, the clouds are gathering, the 
ftorm approaches, and we have no {fhelter in view, nor any 
other confolation, than what may be afforded us by the follow. 
ing Pifgah-fight of other /cenes, wherein we, of this generation 
at leaft, are perhaps lefs interefted than Mofes of old was, in his 
view of the promifed ]and, which he was not to inhabit ; /z. that 
from the afhes of shis ruined empire ¢ a phoenix ftate may arife 
that will end but with Time, deriving, from peculiar natural 
advantages, an earthly immortality. There our language and 
laws, nay our very names may furvive; while fplendid ruins, 
the melancholy monuments of paft greatnefs, will, probably, 
in this ifland, be all the remains of a once powerful ftate, be- 


come * no more.’ 
Thefe 
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Thefe are his laft words in this book ; and it is a melancholy 
pirting, indeed! but let us not defpair. Our Author, per 
haps, from long brooding over the dark fide of our fituation, 
hath thought and written himfelf into a fit of defpondency, from 
which the firft happy turn of affairs (and a// earthly things, we 
know, are fubject to wsciffitude) may probably recover him. 
Nay, there feems room to hope, from even his own view of 
our circumftances, that matters are not quite fo bad with us as 
to preclude all poffibility of amendment : for, in his remarks on 
the landed intereft (in taking notice of an opinion of Sir Wil- 
liam, Petty’s, that it 1s a feafible matter for England to gain the 
univerfal trade of the whole commercial world) he obferves that 

we, certainly, * by a right management of the whole Britifh do- 
minions, might eafily obtain, and fecure a great part of it; i. e. 
the trade of the whole commercial world.’ 

‘ The meafures, he adds, for enabling us fo to do muft be, the 
difcharge of our public debts, and con{equent reduction of taxes, 
not. fo. difficult to.be foon accomplifhed as may be imagined; a di- 
minution of law-charges; a regifter of right to land property, and 
likewife of mortgages, for the prevention of law fuits; an equag 
land'tax ; a new mode of taxation, with changing the objects; an 
abolition of fine-cures, and unneceffary employments of every kind ; 
| an efedtual difcouragement of luxury, diflipation, idlenefs, and vice ; 
a difcontinuation of corruption and jobbs ; an improvement of police, 
an.abolition of. bounties, anda free trade in provifions. By thefe 
means we might augment population, increafe trade in manuface 
tures, enrich and itrengthen the kingdom, and fupport, nay, in 
effect, raife the value of !ands, which otherwife will foon fall,’ 

This would be a great deal to aim at, indeed! An effeual 
difcouragement, if the Author means a total /upprejfion, of 
luxury, diffipation, idlenefs, and vice, we are afraid, is not even 
to be hoped for under the influence of any fyftem of human po- 
licy whatever. Yet no difficulties ought to-difcourage us from 
attempting the utmoit heights of improvement, of any kind: 
for though we fhould not be able to gain the fummit, it will be 
happy for us if we make a confiderable progrefs toward it. CG. 





has become a new kind of falfe monied-intereft.’? An ordinary Writer 
would have faid, there hath Leen, or hath arifen, a new kind, &c. 
And, p. 343, § within the fhort fpace of three years their whole 
empire became loff. Other inftances, ftill more fingular, are to be 
met with in this book; but we omitted to mark them, thinking 
foch peculiarities very immaterial in a work of this kind, in which 
the importance of the matter fo greatly over-weighs the confiderations 
of ftyle, and mere elegancies of expreffion. For all imperfeétions of 
saa kigd, indeed, the Writer hath fufliciently apologized in his 
preface. 


Rey, Dec. 17706 Hh ArT. 
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“Art. IX: A general Hiflory of Scotland, from the earlicf? Accaungy 
~°"¥o the prefent Time. By William Guthrie, . Efq; 8yo, 
-* xo-vols. 31, bound. Robinfon and Roberts. 


THE earlier hiftory of nations is generally disfigured by the 
>) a. pride of fuperior antiquity and gréatnefs, and a propenfity 
to admiration and wonder. At atime when the ufe of num. 
bers, and the art of writing are unknown, faéts, being necef- 
farily entrufted to tradition, are but imperfedtly preferved. Hence 
it happens, that the poet and the hiftorian fupply from fancy, 

- the want of information. The earlier Scottith hiftorians carry 
back to a remote antiquity the rife of their monarchy ; and en- 
tertain us with a relation of the actions and exploits of forty. 
four Kings, whom late and well-informed writers have aban. 
doned to the weak credulity of antiquarians. It is, with an 
account of thefe monarchs, that the hiftory before us com. 
mences; and from this unfavourable circumftance, the Reader 
does not enter on the perufal of the work, with any great pre- 
pofleffion in its favour. 

It muft be allowed, however, that the abfurdity of the events 
he relates, ftaggers fometimes the belief of our hiftorian; and, 
in giving a place in his work to the earlier Scottifh Kings, he 
has been influenced perhaps, by the ambition of {welling it to 
a great fize, rather than from any real conviction of the truth 
of what he details. Thus the pretended embafly of Charle- 
magne to King Achaius, appears, in his optnton, to bear evi- 

. dent marks of forgery ; but, he offers, at the fame time, an high 
encomium on the Scottifh importance and learning at that pe- 
riod, and wou!d make his reader believe, that the fubjects of 
Charlemagne were inftructed in the fciences by fome Scottifh 
doGtors. If there ever exifted fuch a perfon as King Achaius, 
his dominions, it is pretty certain, muft have been confined to 
Argylefhire ; and, in what univeifity, we might afk, in that 
county, which is yet barbarous, were thofe learned men edu- 
» cated, who inftituted colleges in Germany and France, and 
taught civility to countries more cultivated than their own? 
The inftitutions of the feudal polity, were, in the opinion of 
our Author, known in Scotland from the earlieft times. In this 
pofition, he is fupported, by no evidence, and no authority. 
He fuppofes, that, in the reign of Kenneth ILI. whom he makes 
_.. contemporary with King Edgar, the feudal polity was greatly 
advanced ; and that, fo early as that period, the Great Barons 
were become, not only oppreffive to their retainers and depend- 
- ants,.but almoft too powerful to be held in a proper fu®ordina- 
tion to the crown. There is no hiftorical fact, however, more 
certain, than that the feudal law, with its train of grievances 
:~, wand oppreffions, was unknown in Great Britain till the Nor- 
man 
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man invafion. The Saxon laws bear not, the moft diftant al- 
jufion to tenures or feudal ufages, If the hurry, with which 
our hiftorian feems to have coimpofed his hiftory, had allowed 
him to have confulted Sir Henry Spelman, or Dr. Hicks, he 
would not, probably, have talked of the diforders of the feudal 
fyftem, before it had an exiftence in Great Britain; he 
might have learned, that it was imported by William I. into 
land ; .and that about the end of bis reign, or in the begin- 
ning of that of his fucceffor, it made its way into Scotland. 
From acomparifon of the hiftories of both nations, it perpe- 
tually appears, that the Englifh had the ftart in point of refine- 
ment, and that the Scots generally adopted, from them, their 
laws,. and thofe improvements, which were introduced by the 
policy of their Princes. 
- Similar to our Author’s affertion, concerning the feudal in- 
ftitutions, is his opinion relating to the Regiam Majeftatem. 
This code of Jaws, he is inclined to afcribe to David J. and 
very wifely conccives, that the work of Glanville is a tranfcript 
from it. If he had confulted the MSS. of the Regiam Majef- 
tatem, or the works of feveral Scottifh antiquaries, he would 
have found, that the cafe was entirely the reverfe ; end that 
the Scots were indebted, on this occafion, to the Englith. He 
would have found that the Regiam Majeftatetn appeals in the 
body of it to the treatife of Glanville ; and that it alfo appeals 
to the decretals of Gregory IX. and of Boniface VIII. which 
could not poffibly have happened, if it had been compiled fo 
early as the reign of David I. 

Thefe proofs of the attention and information of our hifto- 
rian, are fufficient to fhew the authority and refpe&t, which 
ought to be paid to his work. In recording the later periods 
of the Scottifh hiftory, he is not more fortunate, than’ in his 
accounts of the earlier. The fame want of penctration and 
intelligence appears in the treatment of every part of his fub- 
ject. The critical difquifitions, with which he has embellifhed 
his work, perpetually difappoint thofe expectations which are 
excited by the parade with which they are introduced ; and 
fidelity, the moft effential requifite of an hiftorian, he has fo 
far neglected, that he may be faid, to have written, rather the 
panegyric, than the hiftory of the Scottifh nation. It appears, 
that he had confulted no records, and had feen only a few of 
the printed authorities, which were neceflary to direct him. 
Accordingly, he throws no light on problematical and difputed 
points, and removes no difficulties. He has not inveftigated the 
caufes of many important events; and the variations of govern- 
ment in Scotland, the changes in the manners of the people, 
and their approximation to refinement were little the objets of 
his attention. Nor has he compenfated to his reader, for the 
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want of knowledge, by the dignity of his narration, or by any 
difplay of tafte or elegance. In the arrangement of his facts, a 
circumftance, in which hiftorians ufually difcover great art, he 
is carelefs and flovenly. His ftyle never rifes above the tone.of 
converfation, and exhibits a contempt of grammatical accuracy, 
He his heaped together a great mafs of indigefted materials, 
froin which it is impofible to derive either inftruction or 
amufcment. 

In order, however, that our Readers may be enabled to form 
fome opinion for themfelves of the merit of our Hittorian, we 
fhall lay before them an extract from his work. One of the 
leaft exceptionable paflages in it, relates to the ¢cath and execu- 
tion of Mary Queen of Scots; and from his manner of treating 
ahis affeting fubje&t, a conclufion may eafily be drawn, con. 
cerning the degree of approbation to whica be is entitled, 

¢ It is impoffible, fays he, to do juftice to the ferenity and 
magnanimity of Mary’s behaviour. When the came to the 
porch of the hall where the fcaffold, on which fhe was to die 
was erected, her faithful fervant Melvil, for whom fhe hada 
particular regard, threw himfelf at her feet in tears, and uttered 
the molt paflionate expreffions of forrow and heavinefs. When 
he could not proceed for weeping, ** My good fervant, (fays 


Mary, I ufe her own words as near as they can be recolleéted) | 


ceafe to lament; for thou hait caufe rather to rejoice than 
mourn; for now thou fhalt fee Mary Stuart’s troubles receive 
their long expected end; for know, my good fetvant, that all 
the world is but vanity, and fubject ftill to more forrow than an 
ocean of tears can bewail: but I pray thee, carry this meflage 
from me, that I do die a true woman to my religion, and like 
a woman of Scotland and France. But God forgive them that 
have long defired my life, and thirfed for my blood, as the 
hart doth for the water-brooks. O God! thon who art the 
Author of Truth, and Truth itfelf, knows the inward chamber 
of my thoughts, how that | was ever willing that Scotland and 
England fhould be united together. Hitherto, continued fhe 
to.Melvil, thou haft ferved me faithfully ; and howbeit I take 
thee to be in religion a Proteftant, and I my{clf am a Catholic, 
yet feeing there is but one Chrift, I charge thee, upon thine ac- 
count to him, that thou carry thefe my laft words to my fon, 
and fhew that I pray him to ferve God, to defend the Catholic 
church, and govern his kingdom in peace, and never to put 
himfelf in the power of another as I have done. Certify him, 
that I have done nothing prejudicial to the crown of Scotland, 
and will him to keep friendfhip with the Queen of Englapd ; 
and ferve thou him faithfully.” 

* Upon the mention of her fon fhe dropt fome tears; and 





bidding Melyil, to whom fhe Sretched forth her hand, a tender 
adicu, 
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adiev, fhe addrefled herfelf to the two Earls,. who attended her, 
defiring that Sir Amias Paulet might pay out of her money 
afam which he knew that fhe owed to Curl; a requeft the 
more generous, as fhe had no reafon to be fatisfied with Curl’s 
behaviour. She, ‘* next defired, that her attendants might 
have, and enjoy with quietnefs, what fhe had given them by 
her will and teftament; that they might be favourably treated, 
and fent fafely to their refpective countries; and Jaftly, that 
her poor fervants might be permitted to be prefent at her death ; 
that their eyes might behold, and their hearts be witnefles, how 
patiently their Queen and miftrefs fhould endure her execution, 
that thereby they might be able to make a relation, when they 
came to their own countries, how fhe died a true conftant Cae 
tholic to her religion.” . 

¢ The Earl of Kent ftrongly oppofed granting her requefts, 
particularly with regard to her fervants. He told her, ‘* that 
if that were granted, either by their {fpeeches or practice, they 
might do things that were not fitting for them to allow, if it 
were no more than the fuperititious trumpery of dipping their 
handkerchiefs in her blood.” ‘To which fhe replied: ‘«¢ My 
Lord, I will give my. word, (although it be but dead) that 
they fhall not deferve any blame in any of the actions you have 
named ; but alas! poor fouls, it would do them good to bid 
their miftrefs farewel: and I hope your .miftrefs, being a 
maidén-queen, will vouchfafe in regard of womanhood, that 
Ifhould have fome of my own people about me at my death : 
and I know her Majeity hath not given you any fuch ftri@ com- 
mand, but that you might grant me a requeft of a far greater 
courtefy than this, though [ were a woman of a far meaner 
{tation than the Queen of Scotland is.” And perceiving that 
fhe was not like to obtain it, fhe burft forth in tears, faying, 
*¢ Tam coufin to your Queen, and defcended from your blood- 
royal, Henry the feventh, and a married Queen of France, and 
an anointed Queen of Scotland.” 

‘ After fome confultation, the Lords agreed that Mary might 
name fome of her fervants to attend her on the fcaffold, and 
to take care of her body. She pitched upon her fteward Mel- 
vil, her own phyfician, ber furgeon, her apothecary, and ano- 
ther old man, and two ladies who ufed always to lie with her 
inthe fame chamber. She then entered the great hall; her 
train was born by Melvil, and fhe was preceded by the two 
Earls, the Sheriff, the Knights and gentlemen prefent. The 
{caffold was about two feet high, and twelve broad, furrounded 
with mils, and covered with black. She mounted it with un- 
paralleled ferenity of countenance and placed herfelf in a low 
chair, »while Beal read -aloud .Elizabeth’s warrant for the exe- 
cufions. She heard it without attention or emotion, but ftill re- 
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tained the ferenity of her countenance. The Dean of Peter. 
borough then being placed without the rails of the fcaffold, and 
ftanding directly before her, made a humble’ reverence to her, 
and began in a long difcourfe to prepare her for death, ex- 
horting her, among other things, to change her religion. Te 
this fhe anfwered, ‘* Mr. Dean, do not trouble yourfelf for me; 
for know that I am fettled in the ancient Catholic and Roman 
faith, in defence of which,” by God’s grace, | mean to fpend 
my blood.” Notwithftanding thts check, the Lords ordered the 
Dean to proceed; but Mary again interrupted him, and when 
he began to pray for her in Enalith, fhe prayed aloud in Latin, 
When the Dean, tired out with her refulution, defifted from 
praying, fhe kneeled and prayed in Englifh for the church, E]j- 
zabeth, and her fon. Then holding up the crucifix, which 
the had in her hand, fhe faid, ‘* ‘That fhe hoped to be faved in 
and by the blood of Jefus Chrift, at the foot of whofe crucifix 
fhe would fhed her blood.” After prayer, fhe kifled the cruci- 
fix ; and figning herfelf with the crofs, fhe faid, ‘* Even as thy 
arms, Jefus Chrift, was fpread upon the crofs, fo receive me, 
I befeech thee, in the arms of thy mercy, and forgive me all 
my fins.” 

‘ Perceiving her maids ftill fhedding tears, and exclaimingin 
all the anguifh of affection, fhe again exhorted them to defift, 
faying, that fhe had paffed her word for them; and after fign- 
ing them with the crofs, fhe tenderly embraced them, and with 
a {mile bad them farewel. While they were undreffing her to 
prepare her for the block, the two executioners offered their af- 
fiftance ; but Mary commanded them to ftand off, faying to the 
fpectators, ** That it was a new fpectacle to behold a Queen 
brought to die upon a {caffold ; and that fhe ufed not to be un- 
dreft before fo great acompany, and to have two hangmen to 
attend her for her grooms of the bed-chamber: but (fays the) 
we muft fubmit to what Heaven is pleafed to have done, and 
obey the decrees of the Divine Providence.” Her gown and 
doublet being taken off, fhe tied a linen handkerchief round her 
eyes; then Jaying her head upon the block, fhe rehearfed aloud 
the thirty-firft Pfalm; and, ftretching out her arms, fhe re- 
peated the fifth-verfe, which being the fignal appointed for the 
executioner, he clumfily ftruck off her head at three ftrokes. Its 
upper attire being difcompofed, difcovered her hair to be quite 
grey; and the éxécutioner taking it up, called out aloud, 
“© Long live Queen Elizabeth, and fo let the enemies of the 
Gofpel perifh ! which words were re-echoed by the Dean of 
Peterborough and the two Earls, the reft of the fpectaters be- 
ing diffolved in tears. 7 

© No circumftance of brutality was wanting to this execu- 
tion. The denying Mary a prieft of her own religion ; the 
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barbarous behaviour of the-moblemen; and above all, the ia- 
rerruption of the Dean in her Jaft moments, fufficiently indi- 
cate the rancour of her enemies; nor can we think that they 
would have ventured to have gone through fo many {cenes of 
wanton cruelty, had they not been privately inftruéted by Eli- 
gabeth. ‘To crown the whole of their inhumanity, one of the 
executioners was holding both her hands, while the other was 
cutting off her head,’ 

It would be extremely difagreeable for us to enlarge on the 
phlegm and the vulgarity which are fo apparent in this defcrip- 
tion. But we cannot conclude this article, without obferving 
to our Readers, that thofe of them who have leifure may not 
pethaps be difagreeably entertained, by comparing it with thofe 
pathetic and mafterly reprefentations of the fame fubjeét, which 


a" been given by Mr. Hume, and-JDr. Robertfon. Si 





Servants: With Reflections of no lefs Importance to Ma/ters aud 
Miftreffis, with regard to private tlappine/s and _— Trane 
lity. tamo. 3 vols. 6s. Dodfley. : 


<HE firft thing that caught our attention, in this SET ‘is 
T a print, which, by the Author’s account. of i it, is of a very 
extraordinary kind ; ‘he fays that in this print the grafs grows, 
the fheep feed, and the birds fing, fo as to delight the heart with 
the melody, ‘That it reprefents alfo a white houfe, the whitenefs 
of which houfe exprefles that it is inhabited by aJady, and that 
her character is unblemifhed. Perhaps the artift who undertook 
to reprefent the refidence of a good lady by a white houfe in a 
print, had a tafk no lefs difficult than he who was employed to 
paint the fign of a windmill, with the miller at the window, 
who fhould draw in his head when any body looked at him. 
The jeft-book fays. tuat the painter of the mill gave great fa- 
tisfation except in the article of the miller. Where is the man 
who was to be at. the window? faid his employer; why, faid 
the artift, upon your looking at him he diew back. By what 
expedient the defigner of this print fatisfied our Author we 
cannot tell, but fati sfied he certainly is; we cannot however find 
in it, whet he finds, and therefore * our hearts cannot inter- 
‘meddle with his joy.’ 
But let us pafs from the picture to the book. Tt is not pre- 
‘tended tobe written by a farmer, but in the charaéter ofa far- 
mer.only); yet all that relates to this particular is involved in 


‘dtrange confufion. 
~ Hh s ] leave 


Art. X. Advice "ae a Farmer, to his Daughter,-in a feries of 
of Difcourfes, calculated to promote the Welfare and true Interéft of 
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‘ I] leave, fays the Author in his introduction, my farmer's 
daughter to Providence and her.own difcretion. If the obferveg 
the rules prefcribed by her father, fhe probably wall promote hep 

ortune, butif fhe lives and dies a fervant, and is advanced to 
the regions of everlafting happinefs, his is the objet which J 
have at heart.’ Here the author and the father are two per. 
fous and have feparate views. In the next page but one, is the 
following paragraph. ° If J treat this young woman with more 

civility than is ufual towards fervants, you are to confider that 
it is her father that is {peaking -to her.’ Here the author and 
the father are one. But in the next page all is again throwa 
into uncertainty. Ady plan’ of moral policy, {ays the author, 
does not furnifh this young woman with any ideas of worldly 
greatnets. The father of this young soren being himfelf prac. 
11g erfuaded that the foul is immortal, {pares no pains to pree. 
i te beloved daughter. We can no more determine whether 
the Author here intends to infinuate that he ts the father of this 
dcar creature, or only that he writes in the character of her fa- 
ther, than we can guefs what he means by a prad#zcal perfuafion 
of the immortality of the foul. It is not however to be won- 
dered at that our Author fhould confider himfelf as two men, 
when he propofes to divide one Englifh yeoman into twelve: 
You will obferve, fays he, that my farmer is a rea] hulbandman, 
and if one of our modern great tenants weie divided into a dozen 
fuch, it might be more agreeable. Does this Author take men 
to be polypes ? 

We are forry that we cannot commend this work for any 
thing but its good intention. ‘The firft volume relates chiefly 
to the pofitive duties of religion, and they are drawn out into 
fuch a length, that very few in the ftation for which they are in- 
tended, can be fuppofed to fulfil them as here preicribed ; thofe 
whom this book fhall perfuade that fo to fulfl them is effen- 
tially neceflary, will, upon a failure in part, relinquifh the 
whole, and give themfelves up without referve to vice, upon a 
fuppofition that they have already forfeited all hope of heaven 


by impiety. 


The farmer has here given his daughter Mary devotions for. 


every day in the week, confifting of an introduction, prayers, 
extracts from pfalms, and the gofpels, and hymns on {fpiri- 
tuul fubje&s, each containing five and twenty pages of this book 
upon an average. And to reprefent this as neccilary to a poor 

<rvant, whom the labour of a long day renders fleepy and fa- 
si gued at night, is a moft dangerous fnare, in which thofe who 
2re beft inclined ate moft likely to be taken. The Lord’s 
prayer, or fome fhort collect, on the morning and evening, of 
every weck day, and the public duties of the Sabb sath, will be 


fuficient to keep up a kind of communion with God, and con- 
neck 
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net virtue with religion : if befide thefe, fudden fenfations 

ot gratitude and adoration, arifing from the Providence, and 
the works of God, are confidered as worthip, in the higheft 
and pureft fenfe of the word, and encouraged as fuch in young 
people, they’ will receive the. comforts and fupports of religion, 
at the very moment when they are fulfilling relative duties, by 
erforming the labour of the-day. 

The Author indecd fays, that the whole of this manual ‘is not 
expected to be conitantly read in its order every week, but he 
fuppofes a morning prayer, an evening prayer, a prayer for 
obedience to parents, for fidelity in fervitude, for patience in 
fervitude, for application to bufinefs, a prayer for repentace, a 
prayer for ahappy death, and reading fome portion of the New 
Teftament, to be the indifpenfable duty of every day, befides 
the repetition of a hymn, which Mary is enjoined to get by 
heart. 

This good farmer proceeds to admonifh Mary that fhe fhould 
be provident of her time, and gives fome fketches of female 
characters ; but he fairly confefles that of her fex he cannot tell 
her fo much as of his own; a ftriking proof of modeft fimpli- 
city and candour. 

An account of the Methodifts makes part of the fecond vo- 
lume, and a diflertation on the diftinétion of churches, which 
feem lefs to edify, than produce ‘ doubtful difputation,’ with 
which the jefs honeft Mary has to do the better. 

In this volume there is a feétion intitled * Confcience the 
great rule of conduct.” Which, as we have fomething to fay to 
it, we fhal! tranfcribe. 

© Obey the dictates of thy confcience; this fears no accufation. 
Dring thyfelf to this point ; and I will venture to pronounce 
thou haft made fuch a progre(s in the great leflons of an honeft 
and good life, that thou wilt foon become high ¢m éfiniation 
with God and men. ** Do well and doubt no man; do ill and 
doubt all men.” ‘This is a proverb from whence thou may’ft 
learn how to be happy, and free from danger; free from fear, 
and confequently free from all bitter care. 

‘If thy confcience is clear, thou wilt enjoy the higheft plea 
fure here, in the hopes of happine/s hereafter : if it is terrified 
with a fenfe of guilt unrepented of, thy life will be full of pain- 
ful apprehenfions, with regard both to the prefent and’the fu- 
ture ; and confequently thou wilt be miferable. 

_© Thou, my dear Mary, art yet compafatively in a ftate of 
innocence.—Grant, O heavens, thou may’f continue in it !— 
aad let me die in peace !=Remember that“ it is'always’ term-= 
time in the court of confcience; and, every. one committing “a 
elpafs is the-prifoner of juftice, as foon: as it is done,” = 
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ther. it be known or not: No one ever offended againft his 
own conf{cience, but firft or laft, it was revenged upon him, 
¢ After having this confideration continually in my thoughts, 
I have not been able to difcover how any one can live with 3 
clear confcience, unlefs he reckons upon every day, in fome 
meafure as his laft, fo far I mean as regards a clear account with 
heaven. ‘This can be the only way of living in a ftate of con- 
ftant obedience and preventing a {urprize. 
¢, Make the moft of life thou can’ft : a good confcience is the 
greateft, and cleareft eftate. There is no remaining fixt to a 
point; thou wilt be always going on improving, or giving way 
and growing worfe, Time never ftands ftil] : our nature fub- 
jects us to change; all things about us are changeable, and our 
change fhould always be for the better: the foul longs for per- 
fe&tion, and virtue. hath no bounds. O my daughter, if thou 
art wife, learn to bear evil with, patience and refignation ; and 
to enjoy good with moderation and gratitude ; {till keeping thy 
confcience clear. Tho’ thou fhould’it remain low in condition, 
thou may’ft rank high in virtue: but all the wealth in the 
world, will not compenfate for a Lad confcience. Let a little 
time pafs, and all the diftinétions about which mankind make 
fuch a buftle, and often hazard their confcience, and their fouls, 
drop into the. grave, The earth will cover us all, e’er long; 
and fhe hesfelf will be changed ; and therefore it is abfurd to 
— or dejected, beyond meafure, about any thing here 
below. . | 
_ © Endevor, I fay, to be calm and undifturbed, good and wife, 
even to the laft. I will venture to affure thee, from the variety 
] have feen.in-‘my own life, that reality fcarce ever equals ima- 
_gination. Our earthly delights are feldom fo {weet in the en- 
joyment, as they are in expectation ; but the pleafures of the 
mind are always {weet, in proportion as they arife from a quiet 
confcience, and a mind full of hope. 
¢ Think conftantly of the precepts and commands of the Savi- 
our of the world, and obey them, that he may plead thy caule, 
and obtain thy pardon. This is the fum and fubftance of reli- 
gion. He atoned, by his blood, for al] thy fecret and unheeded 
faults, and infirmities; and with regard to thy fins, I hope 
thou wilt repent of them, that his interceffion may prevail to 
fave thy foul alive. 
¢ In every circumftance of thy life, whilft thou do’ft think 
thou ftandeft, take heed not to fall. Prefume not on thine own 
ftrength, for this is one flep towards falling; nor yet abandon 
the talents with which God hath entrufted thee. Underftand 
thy daily prayer, and fly from temptation. Let thy practice 
demonftrate thy belief ; and apply the precepts of thy réli- 
gion to the moft fubftantial ufe., He who died to redeem * 
} ">> isild, 
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world, moft certainly died forthee. ‘This is a thought:which 
muft be fo interefting to thee, that if thou art not anxious“to 
obey his laws, thou wilt be a monfter of ingratitude 5: and not 
the lefs for fuch numbers being in the fame degree of guilt. :« i 

‘If we examine the thoughts of our own hearts, and follow 
others alfo to the laft fcene of life; thofe who have. beenthe 
moft devoted to the pleafures of the world, and have hadthe 
greateft means of indulging themfelves, ftill find that there 
membrance rather leaves a fting, than a delight behind: guilty 
pleafures certainly bite like an envenomed ferpent. - From-hence 
it is very plain, that if the foul retains her habits and inchna- 
tions, after feparation from the body, we muft now acquire a 
habit of virtue, and learn how to delight in it, or it is impof- 
fible but that we fhall be miferable. Virtue has fome foretaite 
of her reward, even in this world ; and vice fuffers an inward 
threatning of mifery. ‘To judge from what we fee and under- 
ftand, of the common concerns of life, it is moft reafonable to 
conclude, that a clear confcience is the higheft feaft. This is 
always blooming, always affording a fucceffion of delightful 
entertainment; but ** a wounded fpirit who can bear ?” 

‘ [remember a proverb, my mafter ufed to repeat, which [ 
think he faid he learnt in Spain. ‘* He that lofeth wealth, 
lofeth much ; he who lofcth a friend, lofeth more; but he that 
lofeth his fpirits, lofeth all.” And if this is applicable to the 
common concerns of life, how much more is the latter part 
true, when applied to a wounded confcience. ‘To be fenfible 
that the confcience is wounded, is one part of its cure, provid- 
ed we keep the fore open till it heals effectually; and. not as 
thofe who {kin it over, or do any thing to divert the pain. * It 
fareth with men of an evil confcience, when they muftdie, as 
it does with riotous fpendthrifts, when they muft pay their 
debts: they have declined coming to account froma diftruft 
of their inability to pay, till at length they are totally incapable 
of making any fatisfaction,” and the hand of juftice overtakes 
them. Think, O my dear Mary,: that divine jufticeccomes 
with leaden feet, yet if we perfift in our offences, it will ftrike 
with iron hands. Heaven preferve thy foul"unfpotted from the 
world !” | demarcate b lust 

Our Author, like many wifer mény-feems not to be aware, 
that if confcience is the rule of life we need noother 3. and 
confequently that articles of faith, and” pofitive imftidutions, 
whatever may be their effect in ‘the preferitilife}. can have no 
relation to another. . If to obey: ‘the*didtates “of ‘conftience fe- 
cures us from ea tae confequently? from’ guilt; fets us:in 
high ¢ftimation with God, is ‘a foundation of bope. for happi- 
nels hereafter, by keeping)'@ clear actount with heaven; ~it> is 
jut equal whether a man receives the fackathent; “or wtemetp 
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his child to Moloch, fuppofing him equally to fulfil the-diGate 
of confcience, in the performance of what he fuppofes to Be fis 
duty. Whether confcience is, or is not the univerfal rule: 96¢ 
life, and foundation of virtue, is too’ nice a point for us to de. 
termine ; but virtue fhould not be reprefented as dependant and 
independant on opinion, in the fame book: and: where faith 
either for itfelf, or as a foundation of obedience to pofitive 2 
ftitutions, is fuppofed to be neceflary to falvation, the mere re- 
gulation of life by confcience, fhould not be reprefented as 
placing us high in the Divine eftimation, and fecuring the felj- 
city of heaven: and let no exception be taken to the word mere, 
for confcience is either all or nothing: if confcience muft be 
well informed before a conformity to it, as a rule of life, is virtue, 
then virtue depends upon information, knowledge, or opinion, 
and not upon confcience ; if a conformity to confcience though 
erroneous is virtue, virtue is wholly independant upon know- 
ledge or opinion. 

‘The third of thefe volumes relates chiefly to moral duties, 
but the admonitions bring to our mind that in the What-d’ye. 
call-it, * Beware of Papifhes, and learn to knit.’ 

It is very injurious to the caufe of virtue to reprefent it as in 
a perpetual conteft with pleafure ; and it is an affront to com- 
mon fenfe to pretend that there is lefs delight in the gratifica- 
tion’ of defire, than in the having no defire to gratify. Our 
Author tells poor Mary that * not to defire pleafure, affords 
more delight to the underftanding, than the enjoyment of it.’ 
Bat Mary will foon difcover that his word is not to be taken. 
Without philofophy enough to know that if nothing is defired 
nothing can be enjoyed, and that the underftanding, in the 
abftraét, can no more tafte delight, than the eye can perceive 
found ; fhe will find that to indulge defire is pleafure, and to 
reprefs it, pain. It is natural to treat every detected endeavour 
to impofe upon us with a mixture of indignation and contempt; 
and he who in the character of a monitor excites thefe paffions, 
muft give precepts to very little purpofe. Let him warn againft 
the enjoyment of fuch pleafure as will be overbalanced by pain, 
if he pleafes ; but this will prefuppofe that pleafure is good, for 
otherwife pain would not be evil; and if he pretends that plea 
fure is Not good, all rational motive to the practice of virtue 
will be wanting. Poor Mary’s amufements are confined to 
reading and finging pfalms, and fhe is gravely told that they 


will give her mind more pleafure than a dance and a ballad. _ 


Let phyfic be recommended not for its tafte but its ufe, and 
felf-denial, not for delight but fafety. 

This work, befide other defeéts, is full of falfe grammar ; with 

a few examples of which, in juftification of our cenfure, we 

fhall difmifs it. , 
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© Submiffion (to the laws of reafon and religion, which alone 
can produce the happinels of individuals) are likewife the only 
true props of publick felicity.’ Dedication, p. xiii. _ 

s Partiality (to men and opinions) prevail.’ Ibid. p. xvi. 

‘ Defence axd protection, (with the happinefs refulting from 
them) is the end of all government.’ Introd. xxv. 

‘A fteady truft in the Providence of God, and a habit of 
praying to him, produce fuch comfort and intrepidity as take out 
the ftings of poverty, and puts the induftrious on that kind of 
level of happinefs as the great Author of Nature feems to have 
intended. Ibid. 27. | 

Jt is pleafant to obferve, in fuch a writer, an affeftation of mi- 
| nute, accuracy in correcting the ufual orthography of our Jane 
guage :. we find labour and favour conftantly fpelt without the 
u, and endeavour, mutilated to endevor ; it is pity this Author 
does not know, that if all the words in our language were al- 
tered, which upon the fame principle require alteration, it 
would be reduced to a jargon which no man could read. Ha 





Art. XI. Logic, or rational Thoughts on the Powers of the Hue 
man Underfianding ; with their Ufe and Application in the Know- 
ledge and Search of Truth. ‘Tranflated from the German of 
Baron Wolfius. To which is prefixed, a Life of the Author, 
8vo. 4s. fewed. Hawes and.Co. 1770. 


H E name of Wolfius has long been known and celebrated 

in the learned world. His logical performance (a very 
fmall part of his produ€tions) which was firft made public in 
the German language, in the year 1712.*, has, without doubt, 
very confiderable merit, efpecially when we regard the time of 
its appearing, fince he laboured to. refine the fubjeé& from the 
drofs of the fchools, and as it is here faid in the account of the 
Author’s life, * holds the mean between Ariftotelic fubtleties, 
and the loofe, unconnected manner of Ramus, Defcartes, and 
other modern logicians. It is therefore no wonder that the 
book has gone through feveral editions.’ But as the original is 
how an old work, and already pretty well known to thofe who 
are converfant with thefe enquiries, it will be unneceflary for 
us to take farther notice of it: we fhall therefore only proceed 
to lay before our Readers a brief view of the ample relation we 
here find of the life of this great man, as abftracted from the 
German of Profeffor Gottfched of Leipfic. 


Swen 
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* We meet with no advertifement or preface to this work, nor are 
we by any other means informed of any particular reafon for intro- 
ducing the prefent tranflation to the world; but we learn, from a 
note, that it is made fron: the twelfth edition of the original, printed 


in 1744. 
Chriftian 
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Chriftian Wolf, or Wolfius, the fon of a creditable trader. 
man at Breflaw, was born in 1679. He gave early indications 
‘of an extraordinary capacity, and a ftrong propenfity to learn. 
ing. His father inftilled early into his mind the principles of 
piety and virtue, and, himfelf, gave him the firft inftructions in 
the grounds of the Latin tongue, not at ftated hours but occafion- 
ally, in the way of familiar difcourfe and common converfation, 
When about eight years old he was fent to the college of Bref. 
law, where, under ig excellent mafters, he profited much, 
riot only in grammar, but in the fciences, From the divinity 
lectures, it is faid, of Dr. Newman of Breflaw, he firft came 
to fee the imperfections of the fchool-philofophy, and to- form 
the defign of one day improving philofophy, and rendering it 
more uleful. In 1699 he repaired to the univerfity of Jena, 
where he ftudied mathematics and natural philofophy, and did 
not neglect jurifprudence: at the fame time he purfued the ftudy 
of divinity with fuch ardour, that what labour foever he be- 

yed upon the other fciences feemed to concenter in this, In 
1702 he took his degree of philofophy at Leipfic, and then te. 
turned to Jena for a year Jonger, with a view to aftronomy, 
In. 1703 Wolfius went again to Leipfic, and there defended a 
diflertation, which he had drawn up at Jena, entitled, De phi- 
lofophia praética univerfali, methodo mathematica confcripta, with 
the greateft applaufe. ‘This was his firft public attempt, bat 
fo excellent in its kind, as to be a prefage of what he would 
one day be capable of performing. He had, as we have feen, 
very early formed the defign of improving philofophy,. parti¢cu- 
larly the practical; and for that purpofe had applied himfelf to 
the mathematics, in order to become mafter of the mathema- 
tical method. He had feveral calls to other places, which 
were honourable to him, and, in 1706, fettled at Halle, In 
1709 he gave the firft edition of his Aérometria, in Latin, in 
its kind a mafter- piece, which procured him the honour to be 
voluntarily and unanimoufly chofen a member of the Royal 
Society of London. In 1713 his mathematical publications 
bad procured him fuch reputation, that, upon the death of 
Planer, Mathematical Profeflor at Wittemberg, the King of 
Poland gave exprefs orders to invite Wolfius to that chairs: but 
the King of Prufiia laboured to retain him at Halle by every 
encouragement both of honour and emolument: he accordingly 
made him a privy-counfellor, and gave him an additional falary. 
Soon after Peter the Great gave him a call to Peterfburg on the 
moft advantageous terms, but Leibnitz difluaded him from ac- 
cepting it. But while he was zealoufly profecuting his ftudies, 
‘ inftruéting his pupils by private lectures, and the world by fe- 
veral learned publications, a ftorm was raifed againft him by 


the envy and hatred of fome profeflors. Complaints were we 
again! 
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inf him to the King of Pruffia, who, at firft, feemed to fa- 
your: Wolfius:; but at-length was prevailed with to command 
him to fend an-anfwer to the lift of pretended errors found in 
his writings. One article of accufation was, his maintaining 
that God, by ‘one-eternal and wife decree, had pre-ordained 
and pre-determmed: all ‘things. His adverfaries charged him 
with teaching a brutum fatum,-a blind fatality. The anfwer 
of Wolfius to the: feveral heads of accufation, we are told, is 
loft. However; in November 1723, an order was difpatched 
to the univerfity to ftrip him. of a!l his honours and employ- 
ments, and to command him in twice twenty-four hours, to 
quit his Majefty’s dominions, ander pain of the halter! Upon 
leaving Halle he complied with the -urgent:and repeated invita- 
tions he had received from: Hefle-Catiel, and fettled at Mar- 
purg, at which place he continued many years. ‘The propo- 
fals from Peterfburg were renewed by the Emprefs Catherine, 
who, finding that fhe could not prevail, was pleafed, neverthe- 
lefs, to make him an honorary profeflor of the new academy, 
with a yearly appointment of three hundred dollars, which he 
enjoyed during life. In the year 1733, the King of Pruflia 
began to be perfuaded of his innocence, and recalled him in a 
very honourable manner to his ftation at Halle; at the fame 
time his Britannic Majefty George II, invited him. to Gottin- 
gen. Both thefe offers Wolfius at that time declined ; but in 
1740, we are told, when the prefent King of Pruffia’ aflumed 
, the reins of government, he left Marpurg, and returned to 
; Halle, where he was received with all poflible marks-of honour 
and diftinétion. Here he continued till the year 4754, when, 
on the gth of April, he calmly expired at the age of feventy- 








five, after having been for fomre years before afilicted with the 
d out. iT! : 
t . His publications were numerous and confiderable : he conti- 
C nued them almoft to the clofe of his life. A particular account 
I is here given of them in the order of time; with feveral reflec- 
s tions, and anfwers to objections which they have occafioned. 
yf A little anecdote relating to Voltaire may amufe fome of our 
Qf Readers: About the year 1744, we are informed, that he pafled 
it rough Halle, and waited upon Welfius; the ftudents, as is 
y ftomary, prefented their memorial books to Voltaire, and he 
y wrote therein, as follows: Wolfio philofophante, Rege philofopho 
y regnante, et Germania plaudente, Athenas Hallenfes invift. 
ie In 1716, Wolfius married a young lady of Halle, by whom . 
ce he had his eldeft fon Ferdinand, now Baron Wolfus. 
Sy In his ceconomy, we are told, ‘ Wolfius was fo regular, as 
e- from the time he left Breflaw, in 1696, till the laft days of his 
oy life, to keep a regular account of all his difburfements and re- 
: ceipts: a plain proof of a regular head, who himfelf practifed 
. what 
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what in.is moral philofophy he recommended to others. Aboyé 
1747 he purchafed a confiderable noble fee or manor, not far 
from Leipfic, called Kicin Dolzig, in the territory of Merfe- 
burg, which he rather intended for his furviving fon, as a manof 
fuitable to his quality, than with a view to take any vain title 
from it himfelf, never fub{cribing himielf by any.’ 
Among other things which are faid of his pesfon, charaer, 
and abilities, we have the following accounts: * His memor 
was none of the flrongeft ; and he leait of all applied himfelf 
to thofe branches of knowledge, which moft promote and 
{irengthen it, fuch as philology and hiftory; on the contrary 
his powers of underftanding and judgment were fo much the 
ftronger. ‘The mathematical fciences to which he had devoted 
himfelf from his youth, and the philofophical ftudies which he 
ever combined therewith, had conveyed fuch a degree of di- 
ftinétnefs into his notions, that he fought and found light there 
where a thoufand others groped in darknefs, while they remained 
fatisfied with confufed notions: and hence his judgment fcarce 
ever deceived him, and he perfectly well knew how to be upon his 
guard againift the falfe glimmering of the imagination, whereby 
fo many philofophers and mathematicians have been deceived 
and abufed. Ly which means, and by the inveftigation and 
practice of the mathematical method, his reafoning faculty 
became fo ftrong, that he could with eafe furvey the conneétion 
of innumerable ratiocinations.—He had, above a!], the moft 
exalted notions of God, his attributes, and works, the whole 
of which he has fet in an eminent degree of light, for which 
Leibnitz, in his Theodice, had laid the ground-work. Noa 
one ever demonttrated from piinciplcs of reafon, in fo difting 
a manner as Wo'fius has done, the abfolute dependence of the 
creatures, with refpect both to their eflence and exiftence. The 
rights of the divine power, wifdom, and goodnefs, in the pro- 
duction of the moft perfect tyftem, and beft becoming God, 
are by him explained in the novieft manner; as Leibnitz had, 
indeed, determined, but never handled fyftematically and con- 
nectedly. On this perfect fyftem of the world, Wolfius grounded 
his profoundeft adorations of the ways of Divine Providence, 
in all the occurrences of this life; in regard he was fully co 
vinced, that whatever thing happens, has been ordained by.t 


all-wife Author for the beft purpofe that is poffiole. This. 


conviction never admitted a murmur in his bréaft, even under 
his fevereft trials: for he was ever perfuaded that whatever befel 
him would contribute to his gwn particular beneft, and the ge- 
neral benefit of the world.’ 

In thefe terms Profeffor Gottfched {peaks of our Author, and 
clofes the account of his life by comparing him with fome 
others who have been emipent in the learned world, The lick 

; is 
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ts Defeartes, who appears in his view much inferior to.Wolfus, 
and to be deemed rather his harbinger than his rival or com- 
etitor. The next is a juftly celebrated genius of our own 
country, of whom he writes as follows: * The fecond who 
can enter the lifts againft him, is Sir Ifaac Newton, the orna- 
ment and boaft of Britain. It cannot be denied but that, ab- 
ftracting from the enthufiaftic veneration, bordering on fuper- 
ftition, in which he is held by his countrymen, he was an ex- 
traordinary genius, a great geometrician, and, what is fiill 
more, knew how to apply the abftraét truths and doétrines of 
geomctry, to the explanation of the mundane fyitem. He dif- 
covered feveral laws of Nature, and gave a greater degree of 
certainty to things, which a Kepler, a Galileo, a Huygens, 
had already feen, at leaft furmifed. Yet, after all, he conti- 
nued to be but a mere enquirer into Nature: never once turned 
his thoughts to ontological truths ; never dipped into the knows 
ledge of the foul, and other fpiritual beings; never engaged in 
enquiries concerning God, the law of Nature, and concerning 
moral and civil truths. 

¢ But Wolfius accomplifhed all this in full meafure, and if 
he yields the palm to Newton in point of natural philofophy, in 
many other refpects he is his fuperior. If Newton has, though 
innocently, by his attractive force, introduced again an idolum 
iribus, a national idol, Wolfius has fought to demolifh it, as 
an occult quality; and would have fully effeéted it, had he 
lived to execute his general phyfics. And thus, if the whole 
of the Philofopbia Britannica is confined barely to phyfics, or the 
knowledge of bodies, Wolfius has had the vigour of mind to 
range uncontrouled through the extenfive field of truth; and, 
which is ftill more, has had the {kill to introduce conneétion 
and mutual dependence in all its parts. In a word, none 
among all the philofophers can once pretend to vie with him, 
if we except Ariftotle ; though he is as far outdone by Wol- 
fus, as our prefent knowledge in philofophy outdoes that of 
the ancients,’ 

If there is fome truth in this harangue, is there not alfo 
very evidently an air of great partiality? But we fhall leave 
our Readers to animadvert upon it as they think proper, only 
jut obferving farther, as to the tranflation, that though there 
are fome appearances of inaccuracy, it feems on the whole te 


be pretty well executed, Hi ° 
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Art. XII. A Letter to Sir Richard Aflon, Knight, one of the Fudges 
of his Majefly’s Court of King’s Bench, and late Chief ‘fuftice of 
the Common Pleas in Ireland ; containing a Reply to bis fcanda- 
lous avafes and fome Thoughts on the modern Doéirine of Libel; : 
By Robert Morris of Lincoln’s Inn, Efq; Barrifter at Law, 
and late Secretary to the Supporters of the Bill of Rights, 
Svo. 18 6d. Pearch. 1770. , 


HE teftimony of Mr. Morris, in the profecution againft 

Almon, has given occafion to this letter. His affidavit, as 
well as the other depofitions in the caufe, was certainly open 
to the candid remarks and obfervations of the counfel, and the 
judges; and. be feems to have been extremely fenfible, that it 
was his duty to attend to thefe Gentlemen, and to hear them 
with patience. But, when an accufation of wilful perjury was 
infinuated againft him, he did not think it proper, that he 
fhould receive it in filence. An attempt to wound the integrity. 
of his charafler, was an injury of too interefting 4 nature to be 
negleéted by him; he owed it to himfelf, and to his friends, to 
appeal to the public, and to vindicate himfelf. 

He had faid in his depofition, that he had purchafed the let- 
ter of Junius to the King ¢ verily believing in his confcience 
that it did not contain. any libellous matter whatfoever ;’ and 
the judge, to whom he addrefles himfelf, after having expreffed. 
what he called £ the malice, fedition and falfehood of that. vi- 
rulent and rancorous letter,’ proceeded to obferve, that, how- 
ever aftonifhing it might be, that there fhould be found. in the 
kingdom one fingle man who fhould entertain a different idea 
of it, and venture to. fay in an affidavit, that it is not a libel, he 
could not -help confidering it, as calculated to vilify a moft 
gracious and virtuous king, to alienate the minds of the people 
from their fovereign, and to excite infurre&tion and rebellion,’ 
He added, ‘ that as to the affidavit of that man, who had, 
though but in a parenthefis, put into his affidavit, that he did not 
think the letter figned Junius to be a libel, he fhould, for his: 
part, pay very little regard to any affidavit he fhould make.’ 
The plain and obvious fenfe, fays Mr. Morris, of thefe polite 
and elegant expreffions, I take to be this: * Mr. Morris has, 
by his affidavit, fhewn himfelf to be a man. of fo abandoned a 
confcience, as not to deferve credit in a court of juftice.’ 

Tt Wwhuld be difficult, we confefs, to give to the expreffions of. 
Judge Afton, a more favourable interpretation; and, on this 
occafion, we cannot but regret, that the fpirit of party fhould 
even exert itfelf in our courts of juftice; and that evidence and 
the laws fhould be lefs regarded, than the views and the refente 
ments of a faction. Th 
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The following fhort extraé& from the pamphlet before us is 
a fpecimen of the good fenfe and fpirit, which every where 
appear in it. 

_& Judges, fays Mr. Morris, feated in a court of juftice, fo 
tenacious of their power to revenge contempts upon themfelves, 
fo ready to vindicate the characters of minifters of flate, great 
men in office, and even the members of the Houfe of Commons; 
fuch jealous protectors of every man’s good name; fo ready to 
anith all offenders againft the reputation of their neighbours ; 
‘ought furely to be the laft to fet an example of flander, or to 
incur that reproach, which has often been thrown upon the 
bar (but never I hope before upon the bench) of ufing the pri- 
vilege of their ftation to caft abufe upon the characters of pfi- 
vaté men, who might attend to give their evidence. But that 
a judge, fo diftinguifhed too for his humanity, gentle manners 
and politenefs, as Mr. Juftice Afton, fhould, in the fame breath 
with which he is condemning a libeller, fubject himfelf to a 
fimilar accufation ; a judge, who in acharge to the grand juries 
at Dublin declared, that character was to every man of a generous 
mind dearer than his property; that he fhould make fo public and 
fevere an attack upon another’s reputation, is perfectly aftonifh- 
ing, not fo much from the difpofition, as from the imprudence 
of the fpeaker. Lay, Sir, your hand upon your heart, and con- 
féfs to me, whether you are ferious, in fufpecting, upon fo flight 
an occafion, a gentleman, (of whom you had never heard other 
ill, than that he differed from you in: politics) of the horrid 
crime of perjury. I am afraid, Sir, this dreadful fin, this 
mockery of a folemin appeal to God, muft lie very light upon 
your mind, that you can fo eafily beftow the cenfure on me. 
But, if Iam not charged to have committed perjury, why do 
you fay, you fhall pay no attention to any affidavit [ fhall make? 
A charge, which from the place in which it was made’ will by 
fome be thought an ac of cowardice; but they will at the fame 
time recollect, that’ the coward and the blufterer ufually go 
together. 

‘ Strange indeed and violent are the effects, which political 
difagreements caufe on men’s tempers, difpofitions and judg- 
ments! I know by experience that almoft as little candour is to 
be expected, even from the candid, towards thofe, who differ 
from them in their political, as in their religious creed. But 
though I had no reafon to expect that if you did me the honour 
of mentioning my name, you would treat me with all the civi- 
lity and complaifance which you fhowed to Juftice Gillam, 
when he appeared at the bar of the Old-Bailey, to anfwer for 
@ wanton maflacre of his fellowecitizens in St. George’s Fields ; 
yet I had as little reafon to fuppofe, that a judge would in open’ 


court infinuate againit me the guilt of perjury for daring to dif- 
li2 fer 
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fer in opinion with him, upon what he allows to be a point of 
law, and that even before I was apprifed of his judgment upon 
the fulject. I fhall not take advantage of fo pitiful an evafion, 
as to contend that my affidavit is confiftent with the pofibility 
of never having read the contents of the London Mufeum, [ 
had read it, and paid particular attention to the letter of Junius, 
which has been profecuted. It is upon that ground alone I with 
to {upport my aflidavit. I know not, whether you think there 
is much difierence between perjury in a parenthefis and out of 
one; but whatever hard names you may pleafe to give my con- 
dué&t, my offence is at moft but an error in judgment. My 
opinion differed from yours, but fuch was my real opinion. [ 
declared it upon oath; and the world will! give me credit, when 
I fay, that an oath is as facred an obligation upon my mind, 
as upon your own.’ 

The obfervations, we muft obferve, which, Mr. Morris, in 
the courfe of his performance, has made concerning libels, 
are, in general, pertinent, and juft; and, in the conclufion 
of his letter, he difcovers the true fpirit which fhould dif- 
tinguifh the citizen of a free and a legal government. 

‘ I may perhaps, fays he, in the future pay as little regard 
to your difpleafure, as little refpect, as much indifference to 
that undeferved, unprovoked, illiberal reproach, which I have 
received at your hands, as you can poffibly pay to my teftimony 
upen oath. For my part 1 am poflefled with that regard for my 
eountry and my own character, that nothing fhall deter me 
from perfifting to fpeak thofe truths, of public import, which 
come to my knowledge in my attendance upon the courts of 
juftice. I will watch with attention thofe courts, from whence 
the liberty of this country has every thing to dread; and fhould 
I in due time be furnifhed with fufficient matter for inquiries 
and impeachments, to inftitute them is a tafk, which, if the 
good opinion of my countrymen fhall ever feat me in the Houfe 
of Commons, and the arbitrary mandate of a minifter fhall 
not as inftantly turn me out, it would be equally my duty and 

) ambition to undertake. ” $t. 


MONTHLY CATALOGUE, 
For DECEMBER, 1770. 


MEDICAL. 

Art. 13. Di/ertation on a new Antivenereal Vegetable Remedy, 

intitled, MM. De Veluos’ Antivenereal Syrup. Tranflated from the ' 
French. By J. Burrows, M.D. 8vo. 1s. Kearfley. 1770. 

De Velnos propofes an antivenereal remedy procured from the 

1 e wegetable kingdom ; {ate and eafy in its operation, and more 

certainly effeCting a cure than mercury or any Of its preparations. 
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© This remedy, fays he, is a fyrup; it derives its antivenereal 
virtue from a certain number of plants, whofe efficacy in detlroying 
the venereal virus, which they poffefs in an eminent degree, was 
never fo much as fufpected. It is agreeable to the palate ; it pafles 
eafily through the inteftines ; it produces an agreeable fenfation on 
the ftomach, like that arifing from a pleafant ftomachic apozeme.’ 

A patent and recommendation have been procured for this fyrup 
by the Royal Committee of Phyficians at Paris ; and Dr. Burrows is 
the fole vender of it im our metropolis. D. 
Art. 14. 4 Letter addreffed to Cafar Hawkins, Efq; Serjeant Sur- 

geon to his Majefy. Containing new Thoughts and Obfervations, 

in the Cure of the Venereal Difeafe ; the Refult of Experience, in, 
jong and extenfive Practice. With a few extraordinary Cafes in 
that Difeafé ; particularly one in a Servant belonging to his Ma- 
jefty’s Houfhold ; deemed entirely a loft Cafe: Authenticated by 
the Officers of his Majefty’s Meufe. By Charles Hales, late Sur- 

geon to the Savoy Hofpital, 8vo. 1s. Dixwell, &c. 

From this Letter Mr. Hales appears to be an experienced and fuce 
cefsful practitioner. His antivenereal remedies, however, are kept as 
arcana, ana adminiltered only by himfelf. D.- 
Art. 15. An Effay on Spirituous Liquors, with regard to their Ef- 

Sects on Health ; in which the comparative Wholefomene/s of Rum and 

Brandy are particularly confidered, By Robert Doffje, Efg; evo. 

1s. Ridley. | 

*Among the errors, fays Mr. Doflie, refpecting the choice of {pirituous 
liquors, there is one of very momentous confequence, which has gained 
much ground of late ; and, if not checked, will, in all probability, be- 
come ftill more genera]. It is the believing Beanvy to be a more 
whelefome diftilled fpirit than Rum.—This falfe notion has got poffef- 
fion of the minds of many people: thongh it is not a clear point, 
whether it owed its origin to a real miftake, or was artfully broached 
to promote the felfith and finifter views of fome defigning perfons in 
trade. For it has, indeed, been afferted lately in the public papers, 
that the French, who are much interefted in eftablifhing a preference 
of brandy to rum With us, have engaged fome prattitioners in me- 
dicine to lend their venal aid, in giving credit to the unjuft preten- 
fion of a reafon for fuch preference.—But, from whatever fource this 
error did originally flow, the extenfivenefs and force of its prejudi- 
cial effects are the fame; as it has, by fome means or other, been 
fo diffufed, as to influence great numbers of perfons, both in town 
and country. 

* In the profecution of the defign of enquiring into the abfolute 
Or comparative wholefomenefs of the various kinds of fpirituous 1i- 
quors, by an inveftigation of their feveral qualities, and of thofe of 
the elements or ingredients that compofe them, I fhall, for the 
greater perfpicuity, advance the following general propojitions : 
each of which, I fhall afterwards endeavour to explain more mi- 
nutely ; and demonftrate, by conclufions from inconteitible do¢trines, 
or deductions from well eftablithed facts. - 

ProPrposiTion I, 
* That diftilled fpirits, when rendered pure and free from every 


cther fubfiance, except that proportion of phlegm, or water, which 
Ii 3 can 
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can never be feparated from them, are abfolutely a/ike in their gual. 
ties; and of the fame identical nature, from whatever kind of fers 
mented liquor they may have been originally obtained. gC 


‘ That diftilled fpirit, when in a pure ftate, and /eparated from 
all other bodies, except from phlegm, has a violent aftringent ation 
on the folid parts of animals, a coagulative effe&t on the fluids, and 
a power of diminifhing the irritability and fenfibility of the nerves; 
which qualities render it injurious to health'when drunk in great 
quantities, or frequently with FARE NOANCS, 

‘ That {pirits, when originally diftilled from the various fermented 
liquors which afford them, rife combined or united with volatile oils 
axd acids, that corre@ and dulcify them: counteraCting their noxious 
power, and rendering them not only lefs hurtful than when in a pure 
ftate ; but, with regard to fuch as are moft corre&ted, even falubrions, 
or wholefome, if ufed properly with moderation. © 

Vv. 

‘ That, in genuine Baanpy, the fpirit is dulcified, hy combining 
Or uniting with the native acid of the grape, and the acetous acid 
generated in the fermentation: which confiderably checks the vio- 
fence of the aftringency, and other unwholefome qualities, that the 
{pirit would have if it were pure. ‘ | Jath 


‘ That in Rum, the fpirit is not only dulcifed by the acid gene- 
rated in the fexmentation; but its noxious qualities corrected and 
yepreffed in a much-more effectual manner, by the volatile oil, which 
rifes with it in the difillation; and fheaths its pungency, fo as to 
countera& in a much higher degree, the offending qualities, than 
can be poflibly effected through the dulcification of fuch fpirit by 
acid, as in, the cafe of brandy. hag | 

3 eemea Yo 

¢ That the drandy now generally brought to us from France, fophi- 
fticated by the addition of other fpirits, or of counterfeit brandy, as 
Jfimilar qualities to pure ardent /pirit ; and, therefore, is noxious to the 
health of thofe who drink it freely. eT ieee | 

| VII. 

‘ That, confequently, the mof genuine brandy is le/s wholefome than 
rum: and the counterfeit or Jophiflicate kinds of it, very detrimental to 
thofe, who ufe them in confiderable quantities.” _— | 

Thefe propofitions are well fupported by Mr. Doffie; but for the 
particulars we muft refer our Readers to the Effay itfelf, a 


Art. 16. Obfervations on the prevailing Difeafes in Great Britain: 
° together with a Review of the Hiftory of thofe of former Periods, 
and in other Countries. By John Millar,M.D. 4to. 125. Boards. 


Cadell. °1770.° ° 
Had Dr. Millar anfwered with a good confcience the following 
queition,—What addition am I going to make to the general ftock of 
medical knowledge?—this pompous quarto would either have in- 

{tantly vanifhed, or have fhrunk to a puny pamphlet. 
- The work by no means correfponds with the title-page; and the 
beft parts of it are the quotations from other Authors,—Dr, Millar’s 
ord : ih dla own 
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ewn obfervations are very few, and generally either trifling or ex- 
ceptionable. . 
Art. 17. Second Trad? of a new Syftem of Phyfic; founded on the 

Principles of Nature, and not on the Materia Medica. 8vo. 15. 64d. 

Evans. 1770. 

Our old myfterious friend J. Cordwell is the Author of the work be- 
fore us.— He is to be found at Mr. Becket’s, near the turnpike, Pim- 
lico, where he continues to convince the learned of the truth of 
his principles, and the fick of the efficacy of his medicines *. 

This fecond trac, however, is a little more entertaining than the 
firft. ! 

‘ T have known men, fays he, come from univerfities, fome with 
their heads full of Latin, Greek, French, Italian, and Gernian; 
others with aftronomy, algebra, and geometry ; and conftant atten- 
dants on medical, chymical and anatomical leCtures: I have known 
men thus gifted, thus accoutred, taught by univerfity profefiors, 
turned out with a hundred comical propofitions in their heads, viz, to 
mend mens conftitutions with pot-afh, athes of lead, tin, bark, worm- 
wood, antimony, honey, valerian, and many other curious materials ; 
all which, no doubt, they believe very fimilar to blood and flefh, 
Now, if they can prove that men originally were made of pot-ath, 
faccharum faturni, or antimony, tin, bark, or any of thofe things, 
then they may prove, from the principles of like things attraé¢ting 
like, that men are pot-afhes, antimony, tin, bark, lead, or whatever 
they are pleafed to mend them with; and no doubt, by their learn- 
ing, may be able to prove the relationfhip and confanguinity be- 
tween man and tin, or the bark of a tree, and may coufin him to 
any other matter they are pleafed to adminifter.’ 

‘ As to my part, I am not fo good a mechanic or naturalift as to 
make atoms come together by force, fo as to produce good ends—~ 
and for the bad ends, J Ieave them for the wife and learned, while 
I confider nature in her fimplicity—whereof I'll give an example. 
Suppofe-you fee a candle burning dull—you {nuff it: yet the light is 
not bright and clear.— Now, if the tallow is not well purified, there 
is carried up the wick a quantity of the dirty dregs, by the power of 
the active fpirit or flame; thofe dregs not being light enough to 
afcend into the air with the flame, are left on the top of the {nuff, 
and there colleéts into a calx.— Now we wilffend for a doctor to this 
difeafe of a candle—as foon as he comes, he fays, I perceive what’s 


the matter—and writes thus : 
Forcipe candela hec purgatur, f. a. 


And the candle is f{nuffed accordingly, and burns better by havin 

the calx removed.-~If you afk the doctor how his patient does ; oh! 
fays he, better, much better; I cured him the firft vifit. Now re- 
member, the tallow being foul, the flame focn collected another 
calx, which increafed by degrees, the light growing lefs and lefs— 
and as the calx on the fnuff increafed, the light diminifhed—and at 
Jaft it grew fo large, that the light was totally extinguifhed, and 
would not burn at all. Here we tome in at the death of the light, 


* 








* Monthly Review for Oftober 1768, p. 315, 315. 
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' before the tallow or oil is exhaufted ; and why ?—becdnfe-the tallow 


or ail was foul.—So it is in difeafes; the doctor would {nuff, and 
fnult, and {nuff again; which is purge, blifter; , blifter and purge 
again, the flame of our animal life—and for a little while after each 
{nuffing, he fancies he has performed a cure—But the calx, the calx, 
will grow, and puzzle the do&tor—it will ftop up the veffels, and 
the flame of life will be choaked, and go out : and why, pray ? why, 
becaufe the doctor turned his wit againft the calx on the top, and 
never looked at the root or ground—he never once thought of puri- 
fying the oil, which was the caufe of the calx.—Had he purified the 
oil, the life of the candle had lafted the term of its predeftination, 
which was proportioned to the quantity of the puriéed and -real oil, 
exclufive of all dregs.—But the doctor being a litile deficient ia the 
invifible act, or operation of thinking, and not happening. to warm 
himfelf by that fire, the animating flame of the candle expired, to 
the great wonder of the upright machine and moving lexicon. 

* This is the primary defect in the ftudy of phyfic, in following 
fo excellent an art, only by the ufe of the fenfes.—Is it wonderful 
to believe the mofit exceilent art in the whole world fhould be the 
molt difficult ?—Were it poflible for the animal fpirits of one perfor 
to fee into, and mend the defects of the animal fpirits in another 
perfon, then the prefent practifers of phyfic might boaft. For the 
animal {pirits judge either by the eye, the ear, the tafte, or the 
touch; but further it goes not, therefore it may be confidered, whether 
the caufe of difeafes, or a knowledge of the principles of life, are 
attainable only by their ufe, Life, univerfally, either in the hea- 
vens, water, earth, animals, vegetables, or minerals, is every where 
governed by a jéecret heat cr motion of their fpirits. Now the defect of 
motion lies not in the place where it becomes vifible ; for if the dif- 
eafe lay there, we might all turn doétors, and fay, {nuff the candle; 
for every man hath an animal fenfe to fee.—So when the lungs are 
choaked up with phlegm—they ftudy to bring it up eafily, which is 
fiill {nuffing the candle—the caufe is not there.—When the feet, 
knees, and wrifts, are fwelled with the gout, to look no further than 
thofe parts to cure, is ftill fnuffyng the candle—the caufe is not there. 
Nay, the new doétor from Liege, being twenty-two months in his 
operation, muft be fnuffing the candle, for this one reafon: If his re- 
medy has a natural afiidiity with blood, it will foon coalefce, and be 
refolved into it--and Were it a natural remedy, or a remedy in kind, 
his twenty-two months propofition would not be twenty-two hours ; 
but as I fancy his remedy is not a remedy in kind, as a common 
trader, it would make better for him, that his patients pay him his 
hundred pounds down; he may then defire them to exercife their 
faith—and, that they will find their cure certainly in twenty-two 
years. And if the faith of the Englifh is great, the foreigner may 
make a fortune. ‘The circulation of the blood is quicker than the 
circulation of the fea-waters—and if he cannot do that bufinefs in 
three, or twelve days at moft,'and work a great amendment in every 
curable difeafe in fix weeks—he is a {nuffer in the theatre of Nature's 
impediments.—So when water is in the belly, they tap—and {nuff 
the candle there; and fo of.every other difeafe.—Now the man who 
follows this myfterious and wonderfully hidden art, and applies — 
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{lfonly to the apparent defeéts, is guided only by his animal fpirit 
_which is his God and direftor; for I believe that to be a man’s 
God by which he 1s governed. 

‘ Now the animal and fenfitive {pirit, which. directed the door to 
fauf the candle, being the fame kind of fpirit with that. which 
conttitutes the difeafe—the doctor by no means was, nor is able to 

netrate further than his animal fpirits will carry him; and when 
the difeafe becomes the object of his eye, ear, noftrils, tongue, or 
touch, then he gravely perceives ’tis there, and there he will cut it 
of; then Forcipe candela bec purgatur *. f. a. 
 Qur Author, after this, talks a great deal of nonfenfe about the 
curfe of impurity in matter; and that it is the bufinefs of the phyfician 
to know how to remove this cur/e. 

And, after repeatedly /nufing the candle, he leaves both himfelf and 
his Readers entirely in the dark. 

In plain Englifh, our friend Cordwell is a droll, cunning, defign- 
ing quack. D. 
Art. 18. 4 fhort Account of the Waters of Recoaro, near Valdagno, 

in the Venetian State. In a Letter from Antonio Mattini, M. D. 

to Sir C. Bunbury, Bart. Tranflated from the Italian, 8vo. 1, 

Dodfley, 1770. 

‘ The waters of Recoaro, fays our Author, which were difcovered 
by mere accident in the year 168g, iffue from one of the fides.of the 
Vicentine hills, which border on the Trentine Alps; and lie about 
three hundred paces from the town of Recoaro, four and twent 
miles from the city of Vicenza, and about five miles from Valdagno, 
the largeft and beit town of the whole province, 4nd in which all the 
frangers frequenting thefe waters generally chufe to refide. | 

‘ Thefe waters are found, by chemical analyfis, to contain an ac- 

tive, very fubtle, and extremely elaftic fpirit, impregnated with a 
vitriolic acid ; a great quantity of chalybeat principles united with 
a {mall matter of alcaline earth; and avait deal of a bitterifh neutral 
falt, very like that genuine falt of the Epfom waters of England ; 
and which the illuftrious Signor Beccari has thought proper to diftin- 
guith by the name of Selenetic Salt. 
. “In virtue of their ethereo-elaftic {pirit, thefe waters readily in- 
finuate themfelves into the {malleit capillary tubes and pores of the 
human body ; by means of the iron they contain, they attenuate all 
the thick coagulated juices they meet with, open all obftructions, 
ftrengthen all the relaxed fibres, and reftore their proper confiftence 
to all the flabby flaccid membranes; and, with their neutral falts, 
promote urine, purge gently by ftool, and do wonders in all thofe 
cafes, in which cleanfing, difcyfling, and refolving medicines are 
found neceffary.’ 

The experiments are pertinent and concife, but in feveral refpe&s 
deficient. —Dr. Maftini fhould have given the proportional weights 
of the ingredients in a given quantity of the waters. 

The ca/és,.we apprehend, are too promifing, too fplendid, We 
hall feleét the following : 


iam — 








* Should be purgerar, . 
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‘ Signor N..N. ftill almoft in the prime of life, of a fanouine 
ay ochsadsies habit, and flender inks. after living, tay generis 
a marihy moift climate, on foods of difficult digeftion, and with too 
little exercife for a man of his habit, grew, ‘at laft, quite fluggith 
and torpid, with a fwelled belly, pale and meagre countenance, and 
jaundiced eyes. Some-fprings ago his legs and thighs began likewife 
to fwell, the latter with blueith fpots on them; and his mouth; to 
fhew fome fymptoms of the fcurvy. His phyfician in ordinary, fee. 

ing him in fo melancholy a way, without life or {pirits, and: pant. 
ing for want of breath; his abdomen ready to burft with an afcites, 
his extremities cedematous, and every part of him bearing evident 
marks of an incipient fcurvy of the worft kind, put him ander a 
courfe of purging, deobftruent, diuretic, and antifcorbutic medi. 
cines, by which he found great benefit with regard to fome of ‘his 
complaints. ‘The blueifh {pots difappeared from his tkin, and his 
ums recovered their priftine firmnefs. But, with regard to his lug. 
ifhnefs, the fwellings in feveral parts of his body, particularly that 
mn his belly, and the palenefs of his countenance, he received little 
or no benefit. He was, therefore, advifed to vifit Valdagno, and try 
our waters at the proper feafon; and, proper meafures having been 
taken, in the mean time, to help him over the enfuing winter, he, 
on the return of {pring, courageoufly fet about drinking them. In 
three weeks time he received fo much benefit by them, as fcarce to 
bé known by many, who, on his arrival at Valdagno, had not 
fcrupled to pronounce him a dead man. He, therefore, vifited them 
again the year following; and then a third time; ftill with new be- 
wefit, till at laft he found himfelf in as perfect a ftate of health a; 
he had ever enjoyed.’ : 

We fhall likewife tranfcribe what Dr. Maftini fays concerning the 
efficacy of thefe waters in barrennefs. 

* I have often had occafion to obferve, that feveral married couples, 
who had been fo long without children, that it was thought they 
were never to have any, had fcarce taken to the drinking of our 
waters, when they began to have children fo faft, as not to have any 
temptation left to vifit them again. If other couples, looked upon 
as barren, have not equally benefited by our waters in that refpett, 
they have confiderably in others; they have improved enough in 
health and ftrength, to confider them as one of the greateft bleflings 
beftowed by Providence on ailing mankind.’ 

Powerful then, indeed, are the waters of Recoaro! D. 
Art. 19. Obfervations on the Effeéis of Sea-Water in the Scurvy 

and Scrophula: In which a new Theory of thofe Difeafes 1s at- 

tempted ; with fome Reafons why bathing in frefo Water muft be 
~f- fuperior to that of the Seg, A 8vo. 1s. Richardfon and Ur- 
uhart. 

Our Author fuppofes that all the fymptoms of the fcurvy arife from 

decompofition of the’blood ; and that the proximate caufe of this 
dstiom potion is too great a proportion of neutral falts’; which neu- 
tral falts are of the ammoniacal clafs.— Henee he concludes, that-the 
jaternal ufe of fea-water muit be prejudicial, and that bathing, oF 
the external ufe is to be fufpef&ted, as fome portion of the marine 
{als may be abfosbed. We shall only obferve, that thefe points . 
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to be determined by facts and experiments, not by fuppofitions and 
conjectures. ‘- 

Our Author next proceeds to the fcrophula; and, after makin 
fome judicious remarks on this difeafe, he recommends the interna 
ufe of fea-water in {mal} dofes, to wafh out the acrimony which ac- 
companies the difeafe, and at the fame time to ftrengthen the relaxed 

lands. Cold bathing is likewife recommended with the fame view ; 
and the coldeft frefh water is confidered as much more effectual than 
the fea.——-T he Author further declares, ‘ that in all difeafes where a 
cold bath is indicated, fpring water, by being much colder, muft 
be greatly fuperior to that of the fea,’ 

Our Author fhould have remembered, that different conftitutions, 
and different difeafes, require cold baths of different temperatures ; 
and that on this account fea bathing is fometimes a 
dicated. ° 
Art. 20. 4 candid and impartial State of the Evidence of very grea 

Improbability that there is difcovered, by Monf. le Fevre, from Liege 

in Germany, a Specific for the Gout : In which feveral Circumftances 

are laid open, neceffary to be known by every gouty Perfon dif- 
pofed to take the Liege Medicine. 8vo. 1s. Kearfley. 

A keen, but fenfible, commentary on Mr. Marhhal’s publication, 
See Rev. for July, p. 65, art. 13. D 
lon : POETICAL. . 
Art. 21. Lhe Fairy’s Revel; or, Puck's Trip through London by 

Moonlight. A Satire. ,4to. 1s. 6d. Bladon. 

The Author, a-fon of Ned Ward’s, gives us a new London Spy, in 
the character of Puck, the fairy. 
~~ € "The fading beams of Phebus car, 

Reveal’d the bright Hefperian ftar : 
When fairies form’d-the magic rings 
And Philomel began to fing: 

Puck gain’d permiilion of his queen, 
To fly the eircle on the green. 

He haften’d forth, elate with joy, 

And as he trip’d, cry’d, London, hoy 

In his trip through the town he defcribes the night-fcenes ufually 
exhibited on Ludgate-hill, the Temple, Covent-Garden, the play- 
houfes, and Cornelys’s; fatirizes fome noted Authors, charaéterizes 
certain eminent compofers of mufic; and abruptly concludes at the 
crowing of the cock, when the rambling elf 

‘ Repair’d him to his fairy queen, 
To tell her what he’d heard and feen 1 

Some of the verfes in this piece are good, as the following, from 
the defcription of the morning : : 
ORL Stereo 7 the yawning clowns 

Were ftumping o’er the dewy downs 
Others are beneath ceniure; and fome are too indecent for the ear 
of her elvith majefty, or for any ears except thofe of the obfcene my- 
tiads of Cytherca’s train, 

Whom Mafter Puck met in the Strand 

Standing, ‘ as thick gs they could fland.” 
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Art.22. The Triumphs of Bute. APoem., 4to. 1s, 
Specimen, 
From the Author’s apoftrophe to the fons of Caledonia, 
‘ Bleft chofen fons! happy had Fate decreed | 
My humble birth but tother fide the Tweed, 
With nodding poppies crown’d, perhaps ev’n now 
A mitre might have beam’d upon my brow; 
Whilft 1, like Exeter, ftruck with the rays, 
Had mourn’d my feafon midft the dazzling blaze ; 
Or had I, fir’d with a true Joyal zeal, 
At Culloden oppos’d a Brunfwick’s weal, 
In graceful pomp of military pride, 
A brace of doxies glittering at my fide, 
I might in lace have flaunted through the town, 
Gave Law to Tafte, a puppy of renown; _ 
A gallant colonel, whilft from ev'ry part, 
I, like a porcupine, difcharg’d a dart: 
Fond females would confefs the charming Fellow * 
That’s now deform’d beneath the vile prunella,’ 
Art. 23. An Epifile to Mr. Hickington. To which is added, 
A Seffion of Poets. Written by the Author of Verfes on the Approach 
of Peace. 4to. 18. Sold by the Author t in Beverley. 1770, 
e principal matter we here meet with, is an account of the 
manner ip which the Author’s time is employed. It appears that 
he is a {chool-mafter ; that he labours hard, from morn to night, in 
the way of his vocation ; and that each fucceeding toilfome day pafles 
juft as the preceding day paffed before : 
* So round the former race I reel, 
Like horfe in mill, or dog in wheel.’ 
This induftrious fon of Apollo (legitimate or illegitimate we difpute 
not) immediately adds, in a different meafure, 
‘ Thus am I fated to the lab’ring oar, 
For ever tugging, yet for ever poor,. 
But if kind heav’n will teach me how to live, 
In midft of poverty contentment give, 
And on my little ones { its bleiling pour, 
In them fupremely bleft, I afk no more.’ 
He muft be a cruel dog of a critic, indeed, who could growl out 
a fingle fyllable capable of making fuch a man unhappy. 


MrscELLANEOUS. 

Art. 24. 4 fhort Defcription of the Province of South-Carolina, 
with an Account of the Air, Weather, and Difeafes, at Charles- 
Town. Written in the Year1763. 8vo. 1s. Hinton. 1770. 
In this fhort and entertaining defcription of South-Carolina, we 
have an account of the fituation, foil, and fome of the natural pro- 


Swan, 


2 





. * Bad rhymes, borrowed from a poet who rarely offended in this 
refpect. , 
+ L. Whitaker. 
t His own children, not his fcholars, we fuppofe, are here meant; 
for ke.tells us he is a married man, ; 
duétions; 
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tudions; the air and weather ;—the inhabitants and their food ;— 
the towns and garrifons ;—the difeafes ; and the Indian tribes which 
border on South-Carolina.—The laft chapter contains a defeription of 
the cultivation and manufacture of indigo. 

We fhall tranfcribe our Author’s account : 

Of the foil and natural productions, * The foilis known and diftin- 
uiihed by its natural produ€tions, and may be divided into four 
Finds, viz. Pine-land, oak-land, fwamps, and marfhes. 

‘ The pine-land is by far of the greateft extent ; near the fea, the 
fil is of a dry whitith fand, producing a great variety of fhrubs, and 
a coarfe kind of grafs, that cattle are not fond of eating; though 
here and there is a little of a better kind, efpecially in the meadows 
called Savannahs : it naturally bears two kinds of fruit, viz. Whortle- 
berries, much like thofe of England; and chinquopin nuts, a kind 
of dwarf chefnut; about the fize of an acorn; it likewife bears 
peaches well, and the white mulberry, which ferves to feed filk- 
worms ; the black mulberry is about the fize of a black cherry,’ and 
has much the fame flavour. 

‘The oak-land commonly lics in narrow ftreaks, between pine-land 
and fwamps, creeks or rivers; the foil is a blackifh fand, producing 
fveral kinds of oak, bay, laurel, ath, walnut, gum-tree, dog-tree, 
hickory, &c. On the choiceft part of the land grow parfimon-trees, 4 
few black mulberry and American cherry-trees; wild grapes grow on 
this land; and are of two forts, both red; viz. Fox-grapes, about the 
fze of a {mall cherry; and clufter-grapes, about the .bignefs of 2 
white currant ; this land is juftly efteemed the moft valuable for corn 
or indigo. 

‘ A {wamp is any low, watery place, that is covered with trees or 
canes; there are three kinds of them, cyprefs, river, and cane fwamps: 
they are are called the golden mines of Carolina; from them all our 
rice is produced, confequently they are the fource of infinite wealth, 
and will always reward the induftrious and perfevering planter. 

‘Marfhes are of two forts, hard and foft; they abound much on. 
the fea ilands: the foft and falt marfhes have as yet been of little 
ufe, on account of the great expence of damming out the falt-water ; 
the hard produce a grafs that is efteemed good feeding for horfes. 

‘ The Apalachian mountains are faid to have a large fhare of the 
mineral kingdom ; I have feen feveral pieces of copper, lead, and 
fulphur ores, brought from thence: I believe, from accounts I have 
received, that copper may be had in great plenty; but the high price 

of labour, with the certain and eafy livelihood obtained here by other 
means, has hitherto rendered thofe fubterranean riches ufelefs and 
neglected. Thefe mountains are more extenfive than the Alps and 
Apennine added together ; they ftretch from the back of the pro- 
vinces of New-England almoft to the Cape of Florida, a courie of 
more than fifteen hundred miles : eins git 


In this wild fcene of nature’s true fablime, 
What profpects rife ? rocks above rocks appear, 
__Mix with the incumbent clouds, and laugh to fcora 
_All the proad boafts of art: in pureft fnow 
“Some mantled, others their enormous backs 
Heave high, with forefts crown’d ; nor, ’midft the view, 
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Are wanting thofe who their infulting heads 
bere barren and bleak, as in contempt 


vegetative laws. a 


Deep within their bowels lies 

‘The marble various-veined ; and the rich ore 
Winds its flow growth: nor here unftequent found 
The chryftal, catching from its mineral bed 

A changeful tinge, yellow, or red, or greeny 
Azure, or violet, wanting ftrength alone 

To be the gem it mimics.—On thefe heights 
Blooms many a modeft flow’ret, fcarcely known 
Even to the vale beneath, tho’ fweet as thofe, 
‘That, when proud Rome was miftrefs of the world, 
Adorn’d the fhrines of Flora; many a fhrub 

Of fovereign ufe, and medicinal herb, 

Spread humbly forth their leaves, by carelefs foot 
Of favage trampled, till fome chance difclofe 
Their latent virtues. , 








Keates, 

« Thefe mountains give rife to many large and navigable hiyers, 
-—Thofe that run from the eaft fide all empty themfelves into 
the Atlantic ocean; thofe that run from the weft fide mix. their 
ftreams with the rivers St. Laurence and Miffiflippi, or the Canada 


es: 
And as they glide along, furvey their banks 
Circled with mountains, that appear to bend 
Beneath the woods they bear, 
¢ About two hundred miles north-weft of Charles-town, f obferved 
very large rocks of grey marble, variegated with red or blue veins; 
the part above ground generally appeared coarfe; that under ground 


is no doubt of a better quality.—About this place is great plenty of the 


fquamous fiflile fpeciesof ftone, called by the naturalifts Lapis Specularis, 
or T'alc ; it is like fo many fheets of paper on the furface of the earth 
of a very different fhape and fize; is extremely bright and glittering, 
fometimes clear and tran{parent, but generally of a boaneital bluifh- 

een colour, and breaks like flate: it is called Marienglafs in Ruf- 
fia, and ufed for windows and lanthorns all over Siberia, and indeed 
in every part of the Ruffian empire; it looks more beautiful than 
glafs, and, as it will ftand the explofion of cannon, mutt be preferable 
to it.—Chryftals of a beautiful water, inferior only to the diamond, 
are frequently picked up here.—About fixty miles fouth-eaft from 
the Indian town of Keowee, there is a rocky hill, called Diamond- 
hill; where pieces of chryftal, in various figures, generally hexa- 

nal, hang, like icicles from the rocks, and feem to be exudations 
fot them in the fame manner as gums are from trees; they require 
a great force to feparate them from the rocks, and are often very 
large. 

: The province is well fupplied with fprings ; fome of them aré 
impregnated with iron, and others with fulphur: banks of oifter 
fhells are met with frequently, at a great diftance from the fea; 1 
faw one, once, about one hundred and thirty miles in-land; the 


oifter-fhells were of a very large fize, many of them petrified, but - 
greate 
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tet number in their natural ftate: as they are always on the 
* of the ground, and upon fuch places as were formerly cers 
tainly pofleffed by the Indians, I fee no reafon to fuppofe them the 
relics Of an inundation, (the general opinion) but that they were 
brought there by the Indians. | 
‘ There is, in many places of the province, variety of clays, of 
which tobacco pipes, and the fineft earthen-ware or china, may be 
manufactured ; likewife, marles, boles, nitrous earth, chalk-ftones, 
and fome bituminous foffils,” ’ 
We fhall likewife tranfcribe what is faid on the manufa@ture of 
jndigo : | 
‘ When the weed is in full bloom, it is to be cut, without. paying 
any regard to its height; its leaves are then thick aad full of juice, 
and this generally happens in-four months from the planting ; pre- 
vious to the cutting, a complete fet of vats muft be provided in good 


" order, and of the following dimenfions, for every 7 acres of weed : 


the fteeper, or vat, wherein the weed is put to ferment, to be 16 feet 
fquare in the clear, and 23 feet deep; the battery 12 feet long, 10 
feet wide, and 4% feet deep, from the top of the plate: they fhould 
be made of the beft cyprefs, or yellow pine plank, of 23 inches thick, 
well faftened ‘to the joints and ‘ftuds (which fhould be either live oak 
or light wood) with feven inch fpikes, and then calked to prevent 
leaking. Vats, thus made, will laft here, notwithftanding the excef- 
five heat, at leaft 7 years. When every thing is in readinefs, cut the 
weed and lay it regular on the fteeper, with the ftalk upward, which 
will haften the fermentation; then lay long rails, the length of the 
vat, at 18 inches diftance from one another; and wedge them down 
onthe weed, 'to prevent its buoying up, when water is pumped into 
the fteeper for which the fofteft water anfwers beft; the quantity to 
be juft fufficient to cover the weed, which muft now be left to ferment; 
this‘happens fooner or later, in proportion to the heat of the weather 
and ripenefs. of the plant; generally in 12 or 15 hours, when the 
water, now loaded with the falts and fubftance of the weed, is to be 
let out of the. fteeper into the battery, there to be beat: to perform 
which operation, many different machines have been invented ; how- 
ever, any inftrument may be made ufe of that will agitate the water 
with violence ; when this has beer done for the fpace of 15 or 20 
minutes, take a little of the liquor up in a plate, and it will appear 
as full of a {mall grain, or curdled; you are then to let in a quan- 
tity of lime-water (kept in a vat for that purpofe) to augment and 
precipitate the feculz, ftill flirring and beating vehemently the in- 
digo-water, till it becomes of a ftrong purple colour, and the grain 
hardly perceptible; and then left to fettle, which it will do in 8 or 
to hours. after this the water muft be gently drawn out of the bat- 
tery through plug-holes contrived for that purpofe, and the fettled 
feculz will. remain like a caput mortuum at the bottom of the vat, 
which, when taken up, fhould be carefully ftrained thro’ a horfe- 
hair fieve, to render the indigo perfectly clean; and then put into 
bags, made of Ofnaburghs 18 inches long and 12 wide, and {upended 
for about 6 hours, to drain out the water; after which the mouths of 
the bags mut be well faftened, and put into a prefs, to be intirely 


freed from any remains of water, which would otherwife greatly hurt 


the: 
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the quality of the indigo. The prefs I ufe for this purpofe is 2 box 
of 5 feet in length, 2} wide, and 2 deep, with holes at one eid 4o 
Jet out the water; in this I lay the bags,’ one upon another, till the 
box is full; then lay on them a plank fitted to go into the box, ‘on 
which I place a fufficient number of weights, which will by'a con. 
ftant and gradual preflure, intirely fqueeze ont the water, and the 
indigo will become a fine ftiff pafte, to be then taken out of the bags, 
and fpread on a plank, and°cut into {mall pieces about 2 inchés 
fquare, and placed in a drying-houfe made of logs, that it may: re. 
ceive all the advantages of an open and free air, without being ex- 
pofed to the fun, which is very pernicious to the dye; I have known 
indigo placed in the fun, burnt up, in a few hours, to a perfeé ‘cin- 
der. While the indigo is in the drying-houfe, it fhould.be carefully 
turned three or four times a day, to prevent its rotting; flies thould 
likewife be kept from it ; be fure that it is fufficiently dry before itis 
packed, left, after it is headed up in barrels, it fhould fweat, which 
will certainly fpoil and rot it.’ 


Ar. 25. A fhort, plain and comprehenfive Grammar for the Latin’ 


Tongue : By John Worfléy of Hertford. 8vo, 25s.  Pearch,' &¢, 

1770. ‘ 

This fabject of grammar has given rife to fo many publications in 
former, and efpecially in later times, that it might be hoped it was 
now brought to fome tolerable degree of perfection. No doubt it is 

a fubje& which admits of fome variety, and of improvement: but 

amid{t the number of grammars that have been-offered to the world, 

no doubt that fome may be met with, which, with a moderate fhare of 
aNiduity in the {cholar and his inftructors, may be fufficient to anfwer 
the propofed end: even though, as is probably the cafe, no {chool- 
matter fhould be able to meet with one which in every particular ex- 
aétly and fully correfponds to thofe rules and idéas which he forms 
upon the matter.~ ‘The prefent grantmar is, we are told by the Au- 
thor, formed upon the plan, made ufe of in teaching Latin, by his 
late father, taken from Ward and Lilly; only, it is faid, with this 
material difference, that his father ‘ taught all the rules in Latin, 
whereas as many of them as poflible are here given in Englihh.’ It 

{eems to us, according to its title, to be comprehenfive and generally 

plain, though the as 7” prafenti, &c. which with fome alterations is 

here preferved, maft be always rather burdenfome. 

ArT. 26. An Effay on the Origin, Nature, Ufes, and Properties, 
of Artificial Stone: together with fome Obfervations upon common 
natural Stone, Clays, and burnt Earths in general. In which the 
Durability of the latter is fhewn to be equal, if not fuperior to the 
hardeft Marbles. Being the refult of many experiments. By 
Daniel Pincot, Artificial Stone Manufafturer. 8vo, 18. 6d- 
Marth, &c. 1770. 

Clear reafonings on the nature of burnt clays, and pottery, with 
a€tual experience of their durability, are fuch direct pleas in favour 
of artificial ftone; that it is ftrange Mr. Pincot fhould call hypothe- 
fis to his aid, to eftablifh the antiquity of it. 

According to Mr. Pincot, the making of artificial ftone and glafs 
muft have been among the firft difcoveries of mankind; from the 


baking and vitrification of the earth or clay of the primitive altars } 
an 
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and this fuppofition is followed by a feries of hiftorical probabilities, 
which few perfons who have a fyftem to connett, are at a lofs how to 
twift for their purpofe. While he is thus eftablifhing the antiquity 
of baked clays, he overturns the antiquity of the Chinefe nation ;— 
‘ for the Chinefe are moft probably the offspring of Abraham and. his 
concubines, which I could prove, were it worth the pains.’. Now 
though we are fatisfied this proof would be a curiofity, yet we hum- 
bly apprehend, it would ot be worth the pains, but that a fingle kiln 
fall of baked ftone, will be more ufeful both to himfelf others 
than all the pains he ‘could take:to baftardize the whole Chinefe 
nation. 

The'arguments in favour of artificial ftone are deduced from the 
fpeedy decay of natural ftone, in our climate efpecially ; where the 
greateft difplay of art and fkill in caging is quickly obliterated. Our 
Author fuppofes the ancient porphyry and granite, no quarries of 
which are now to be found, to be compofitions. He gives the requi- 
fite properties of good artificial ftone, with a teft to try it by; and 
defcribes its excellencies, and its defects. For all this we muft refer 
tothe pamphlet; which, if not elegantly written, has at leaft the 
merit of treating a fubject deferving the attention of the public. N. 
Art. 27. The Nunnery for Coguettes. 12mo. “38. Lowndes. 

1771. 

The Author himfelf {peaks thus in favour of his work, ‘ Coquetry 
is avvice fo prevalent and fafhionable in the female world, that it 
calls aloud for public cenfure; and the fatal confequences of it to 
both fexes are fo great and numerous, that they cannot be too 
ftrongly difplayed.—The defign of the following fheets is, therefore, 
to point out to the ladies, the danger and folly of perfevering in the 
prefent polite, but fatal plan of conduét, fo generally followed by the 
moft beautiful of their fex.. If they did but know with how much 
contempt the fenfible part of mankind view a profe/fed Coquette, they 
would fhudder at having adopted that character.—The object of this 
performance is, then, to difplay this fafhionable error, fo univerfally 
prevalent, in the moft glaring colours.’ 

Although the writer’s defign appears to be a good one; yet whether 
coquetry is a vice that particularly marks the prefent age, with refpect 
to the ladies, may admit of a debate; into which, however, we are 
not, now, at leifure toenter: but if the fair fex are, at this time, pecu- 
liarly chargeable with this failing, it muft be allowed, that to endea- 
vour, by any means to leffen its influence, and at the fame time to 
introduce a more‘wife and virtuous behaviour, will be doing effential 
fervice to the world. Why the Author calls his work the Nunnery 
we did not perceive, unlefs it be that he would have thofe of the 
fair who are what he calls profeféd coguettes confined in fome fuch 
place, from the view of the public: perhaps, too, he intends to inti- 
mate his hope of bringing them, as is frequently the cafe with real 
nuns, to contrition and repentance. His publication, however, has 
not, we imagine, coft him any great labour, as it is chiefly a col- 
lection, and feems a very proper one, of papers from the Speétator, 
Tatler, the Mufeum, Rambler, Adventurer, &c. &c. which farnifh 
eut a variety of matter for the illuftration of his fubject. H1 . 
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Art. 28. A Letter to the Honourable Sir Richard Perrot, Bart, 
on the famous Flint Petition to his Majeity, and his Royal High. 
nefs the i rince of Wales. Embellifhed with an Engraving of the 
Atchievements of the ancient noble Houfe of Perrott. 8vo. 45, 
Swan. 

In our Review for March, p. 2;7, we noticed. a catchpenny ac. 
count of the life and amours of Sir Richard Perrot; who. hgured fo 
confpicuoufly in the late famous affair of the Flint petition. .n con. 
fequence of the zeal and activity fhewn by this gentleman,.on that 
unpopular occafion, he became the object of a violent torrent. of 
party-virulence and defamation, which poured :upon hum, not only 
through the dirty channel above-mentioned, but likewife through 
that of moft of the news-papeggn the kingdom. Qn the other hand, 
the Author of the pamphlet nde before us,, endeavours to: do juftice 
to the character of the injured Baronet, profefling himfelf.to be his 
friend, the friend of his virtues, the admirer of his abilities, and, 
moreover, perfonally acquainted with the moft material, incidents. of 
his Hfero’s life: but declaring, however, that, as the voluntary writer 
Of this letter, he is totally unknown to Sir w ichard; though, fayshe, 
the facts I fpeak to, as an eye-witnefs, may perhaps develope me. 
‘He manifefts great zeal, indeed, for the fame of his hero; with 
the higheft difpleafure againft what he deems the. factious. fpirit of 
the times. He is not an. elegant writer, but, what is much better, 
he appears, from his manner of exprefling his fentiments, to be’ 
fincere advocate for truth; and the facts he relates,-as far as we are 
able to judge of them, have the air of authenticity: nor are they al- 
together of trivial import, for Sir Richard, we find, is an active ge- 
nius, and has made a diftinguifhed appearance in various parts of 
Europe, particularly in Germany, during the late war. 

Art. 29. 4 Series of genuine Letters, between Henry and Fran- 
ces. Vols. v. andvi. auzmo, gs. fewed. Richardfon and 
Urquhart. 1770. 

We gave our opinion of the nature and merit of this literary cor- 
refpondence, at the time when the firit feries made its. appearance 
fee Review, vol. xvit. We likewife offered a few remarks on the 
publication of the ;d and 4th volumes: fee Review, vol. xxxvi. p. 
154. Onturning, now, to the laft mentioned article, we are fur- 
pried to obferve a circumitance there mentioned, implying an affur- 
ance, from the editors, that their collection would not be extended 
be, ond the four volumes. Here, however, we have the joke of more 
laff words {crioufly repeated; but not the leaft notice is taken of 
the breach of promife in the editor’s addrefs to the public. 

This third feries feems to come down, in point of time, fo nearws 
as the laft year. This we colle& as well as we can, from the inc 
dental mention of fome public tranfa¢tions ; but there are no dates to 
any of the letters, 

RELIGIOUS and CONTROVERSIAL. 
Art. 30. 0 Addrefi to the People of Cumberland-fireet Chapth 
vo. 6d. Jones, &c. 1770. 

Who this Addrefier is we know not; but it appears that he 

much offended with fome people in Cumberland-itreet, in whom 


he thinks wiere is ‘ the fpirit of the Pope, which is the fpirit of 


Anti 
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informs us Who is, and whd is not, a go/pel minifler; and, in his 
anger, tells us with reference to the a/cre/aid Camberland- treet, 
chat * men mayiplah, and one may fay dll have it fo and fo, ano- 
ther this way, another that way; ‘another is for prayers In the church 
every morning, another‘is-againft it; one is for the focicty’s meet- 
ing, another oppofes it, atid) ‘in order to prevent it, goes and puts 
adlocks upon the churchiddors, &¢.? From all which we may 
gather, ‘that there ‘have been fome great commotions in or about this 
Cumberland chapel, ‘to the ‘high difpleafure of this hot, though, as 
we hope, honeft man,‘who may ‘poffibly, neverthelefs, have contri- 
buted his fhare towards'them.” ~ , | 
From one part of’ his Addrefs'we ‘have difcovered, that he is or 
has been mm a military ‘capacity ; for fpeakine of fome great al- 
teration which was made ‘in’ his charatter and-fpirit, at a time when 
he was'na part of the world'where the -gofpel was not preached, 
and he had no opportunity of converfing-with any perfon who knew 
any thing of it, he fays, © I rejoiced to hear when there was a battle, 
and when in battle I feared not death.” Such an effet of religion 
it is very defirable every foldier may truly feel ;*thoagh we certainly 
wifh not for the fpreading of enthufiafm and fuperftition. But this 
Writer: difclaims the name of enthufiaft with regard'to himfelf, and 
beftows it on fome others who are in a different fcheme of divinity, 
and who are, he fays, ‘for° governing the church according to men’s 
nal wills. We-fhal fay no more, than that we with thefe good 
bole would ftudy the things that make for peace, and for rel 
edification. . | : 
Art.'g1. A brief Account of the Commencement, Differences, and 
Separation, between the Proprietors of Curtberland frect Chapel, and 
F—n Bemme, Preacher at the faid Chapel. 8vo. 6d. Rofon. 
A farther ‘detail of the difturbance and altercations which have 
happened at this fame Cumberland-ftrect chapel: we have been 
obliged, in the preceding article, to give fome notice of them to the 
world; though we could have withed, for their fakes as well as 
our own, that thefe pious wranglers would, as what appears to us 
the wifer courfe, have faffered the knowledge of their difputes to 
have been confined to a fmaller circle. Here we have the proprictors 
defence of their conduét, in which J—~n B e makes a very poor 
appearance, and fome others are repreiented to no great advantage ; 
but the proprietors themfelves, if their relation may be trulted to, 
have been treated in avery unhandfome manner. It is probable, 
as generally the cafe in fuch quarrels, that neither fide is en- 
trely free from blame. But what necefity was there for publifhine 
to the world their follies or misfortunes The title-page, tocether 
with other parts of the pamphlet, will thew rhat the Authors are no 
great adepts in language ; butas this will not invalidate the truth 
oftheir Account, it may perhaps rather be a plea in its favour. At 
the end is a table of monies expended and received in behalf of their 
chapel, fromm which they feem to have been; fo far, faithful to their 
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Art. 32. 4a Anfwer to a Second Letter to Dr. Priefiley. See the 


the Religious and Controverfial Articles in the Review for OGober. | 
This little paper is delivered gratis to the purchafers of the former : 
letters ; and in it Dr. P. vindicaces himfelf from the charge of throw. 
ing out perfonal refle@ions, which, in this cafe, according to the ufual 
fenfe of the term, cannot, he thinks, poflibly be applied. ‘ When, 1 
fays he, I anfwer an axonymous letter, and make not the moft diftane 
allufion to any thing but what appears upon the face of it, where 
can be the per/onality ?? He profeffes himfelf fill fatisfied, that not 
one of the inconfifencies with which he has charged his opponent is 
evithout foundation, and that xoxe of his cen/ures are. frained or unfair, 
He appeals to any perfon, who is fufficiently acquainted with thefe 
fubje&s, whether he does not think that the Letter-writer has greatly 
undervalued the importance of religious, truth, and made much too 
light of the critical itudy of the f{criptures; whether he has not laid 
too creat ftrefs on a Chriftian miniiter being a fine gentleman and 
polite orator; and confidered it as no objection to him, but rather a © 
recommendation, if he gives into all. the fafhionable pleafures, that 





are innocent in any of the laity.’ p 
After feveral other remarks, in which he yields. nothing to his an- P 
tagonift, his Letter is finifhed in thefe terms,.‘ I fhall conclude with b 
obferving, that, how much foever we may differ in other things d 

(which I am very willing to think are by this time not many) | 

entirely agree with you that difcretion is an u/feful quality, and that 
moderation and charity are amiable virtues. In the fenfe in which they A 
are really virtues, I hope I fhall always be influenced by them, and ° 
that I fhall retain them unimpaired, whatever becomes of this cor-, la 
refpondence.’ Hi, m 
AG 33: The Death of legal Hope, the Life of evangelical Obedience, A 
‘ Effay on Galatians 11. 19. fhewing, that while a Sinner is i 
alive to the Law, as a Covenant, he cannot live to God in the 
Performance of Duty: And that the moral Law is immutable in be 
its Nature, and of perpetual Ufe, as the Rule of a Believer’s Con- hy 
duct. By Abraham Booth, 8vo. 1s. 6d. Dilly, &. 1770. fr 
The uncouth title which this Author has chofen to prefix to his fa 
performance will not give the generality of Readers any favourable r 
opinion “concerning the work. By the introduétion -we learn, that f 
the fubftance of it has been already delivered from the pulpit. The rs 
ftyle is not contemptible, but the fentiments are different from what t 
is now generally regarded as the moft prevalent fcheme of Chriftian wad 
divinity ; yet not fo greatly different, perhaps, as this Author him- ne 
felf, or thofe who would oppofe him, may at firft apprehend. There “ 
is great reafon to think, that wife and good men are much nearer by 
to each other, in the difputable parts of religion, than others, of Mi 
even they themfelves, can often be perfuaded to apprehend. : 
This Writer thinks that though zames are changed, and the termt rie 
of the queftion in debate at the time when the Epiftle to the Gala Pay 
tians was written, are now greatly altered, yet ‘ the fame temper and 43 
fpirit fill continue, and ftill prevail. Now, fays he, none profefling de, 
Chriftianity pretend to maintain the neceflity of cércumcifion, in orded a 
to acceptance with God.—Notwithftanding, the fame brine a was 
whic 
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which thofe judaizing Chriftians proceeded is flill retained, and ope- 

rates in Various ways.’ 

We believe the defign of this publication is good, but we muft 
leave it to fome others to fettle how far the ceremonial, and how far 
the moral [aw is intended by the texts here confidered, and alfo how 
far the conclufions drawn from them are well eftablifhed, H i, 

| : DRAMATIC. 

Art. 34. The lamentable and true Tragedy of M. Arden, of Fever- 
werfoam, in Kent, Who was moft wickedly murdered, by the 
Means of his difloyal and wanton Wife, who, for the Love fhe bare 
to one Moibie, hired two defperate ein Blackwill and Shag- 
bag, to kill him, Wherein is fhewed, the great Malice and Difh- 
mulation of a wicked Woman, the unfatiable Defire of filthy Luft, 
and the fhameful End of all Murderers. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Printed 
for Stephen Doorne, at Feverfham ; and foldin London by Hawes 
and Co, 1770. 

This Tragedy is republifhed from a quarto edition, which was 
printed for ‘* Edward White, dwelling at the lyttle North Dore of 
Paule’s Church, at the fign of the Gun. 1592.” It is anonymous, 
but by the Editor fuppofed to he Shakefpeare’s : the fubje& is a mur- 
der thus related by Hollingfhead. 

‘ Anno Dom. 1550. Reg. Re. Ed. 6ti quarto. 

‘ This year the 15 day of February, being Sunday, one ‘Thomas 
Ardern, Gent. was heinoufly murdered in his own parlour, about feven 
o’clock in the night, by one Thomas Morfby, a taylor of London, 
late fervant to Sir Edward North, Knight, Chancellor of the Aug- 
mentations, father-in-law unto Alice Ardern, wife of the faid Thomas 
Ardern, and by one Black Will of Calyce, a murderer, who was pre- 
vioufly fent for from thence, by the appointment of the faid Alice Ar- 
dern, and Thomas Morfby, one John Greene, and George Bradfhaw, 
inhabitants of the faid town, to the intent to murder her faid huf- 
band. Which Alice the faid Morfby did not only keep in her own 
houfe, but alfo fed him with delicate meats and f{umptuous apparel: 
all which things the faid Thomas Ardern did well know, and wil- 
fully permit, by reafon whereof fhe procured her faid hufband’s 
death, in order to have married the faid Morfby, and fo the made of 
her council, the faid Morfby, and one Cicely Pounders his fifter, her 
two férvants Michael Saunderfon and Elizabeth Strafford, and the 
abettors to the {aid murder were the aforefaid Greene and Bradthaw, 
and one William Blackburne a painter.—Which Bradfhaw fetched 
the faid Black Will, and a coadjutor named Loofebagg, fo that.he 
was moft fhamefully murdered as he was playing at tables, friend] 
with the {aid Morfby ; being at his death the faid Alice, Morfby, 
Michael and Elizabeth, and the faid Black Will, having helped to 
carry his body into a dark houfe adjoining, he went to. Cicely Poun- 
ders’s houfe, and received eight pounds for his reward, and departed, 
and then the faid Cicely Pounders went to affift in carrying out the 
dead corp‘e, into a meadow.on the backfide of the faid Ardgrn’s gar- 
den, and about eleven o’clock he was found where they laid him, 
whereupon his houfe was: fearched and his blood found, fo that it 
was manifeft that he was flain in his own houfe. Whereupon the 
faid Alice, Michael, Sufan, Morfby, Pounders, and Bradfhaw, were 
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attached of. felony, and fhortly after tried by a fpecial commiffion 
under the Great Seal of England, within the liberties -of the faid 
town, in the Abbey-Hall, which the faid Thomas Ardern had pur. 
chafed, and there convicted and condemned to die; but the ‘aforefaig 
Greene, Blackborne, and Loofebagg efcaped at that time. Shortly 
after, by commandment of the King’s moft Honourable Council; the’ 
faid Alice Ardern was burnt at’Canterbury, and Bradfhaw hung in 
chains there; Thomas Morfby and his fifter Cicely Pounders were 
hanced in Smithfield, in London, Michael Saanderfon was: drawn- 
and hanged in’ chains, and Elizabeth Strafford burnt, within the ]i- 
berties of this town, And about theend of July next following, the 
faid Greene-was taken: and bromght’ hither, where fhortly-after he 
was judged to be hanged m chains within the faid liberties.’ 

One reafon why the Editor fuppofes it to be Shakefpeare’s is, that 
he defcended from the family of Ardén by the female line. This faa 
we are not difpofed to-controvert. Another-reafon 1s, its fimilarity 
with the later and known produftions of Shakefpeare, which we think 
is neither general nor friktog. The Editor endeavours to account for 
its not having been printed with his other plays, by fuggefling thatit 
was not atted in that houfe whence his plays were collected and pub. 
lifhed: by his brother performers in 1597, five years afterwards: but 
its not being printed, with the refit, is not, perhaps, a ftronger ob. 
jection to its being his, than its not being aéted at the fame houfe, 
fo that the fact alledged to remove an objection, is itfelf an obje&tion 
egually ftrong. 

As a farther proof that this Fragedy 1s Shakefpeare’s, the Editor has 
prodaced feveral paffagesfrom his acknowledged performances, which 
are paralleled by paffages in this, but moft of them feem to be rather 
phrafes common to the time than peculiar to our Author; fuch as 
taunting applied to a letter, white-livered to exprefs cowardice, lean 
faced for tH looking, the ravex and dowe ufed as oppofites, mermaid 
for fyren, and many others, which might certainly be found 1n the 
contemporary performances of otker authors, as well as allufions to 
tlre eye of the bafilifk, the moon’s fleeping with Endymion, and other 
known fables and opinions commonly received. 

In the general texture of the piece we fee little refemblance to the 
known works of Shakefpeare: with refpect to the events themfelves, 
it is a mere Gazette in dialogue ; and thus far, indeed, it may re- 
femble the dramatic pieces of Shakefpeare called Aifories ; but with 
refpeét to the condaét of the parties in the produétion of them, all is 
extravagance and -abfurdity. The dramatic characters talk with as 
lirtle- caution or referve of committing a murder, as of eating a meal; 
and we cannot eafily belteve that the fame Writer who ‘has fo artfully 
reprefented the timid caution ufed by King John, in communicating 
a purpofed: murder'to Hubert, could reprefent a: woman; as firit tell- 
ing her maid; then’ her man, then a neighbour, then a ftranger, then 
two tuffiatis, that fhe defigned to mutder her hufband, without the 
leaft’ caution ‘or réferve, of any immediate neéceffity, not having 
waited tith one proje® had been tried’ before fhe fet on'fdor a fecond, " 
and a third. ° cs : Ha: Sea 

She alfo engages ‘two'men to commit this thurder, by promifing 
each of them the famé wonidh ‘for their wife ; thus enfuring an ene: 

one 
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my in one of them, as the woman could not. be. the wifo of both. 
Other parties in the confpiracy cafually difclofe it without the leait 
apparent fenfe of fhame or danger, 

Tie parts that bear, in our opinion, the greateft fimilitude to 
Sh .kelpeare, are thofe which contain that kind of imagery called 
Conceits, {uch as the following ; : 


Arden. to his wife. 
‘ Sveet love thou know’ft that we too, Ovid like, 
Have often chid the mora when’t ’gan to peep, 
And often, with’d that dark nighi’s parblind tteeds 
W ould, pull her by.the- purple mantle back, 
And cali her in the ocean to her love.’ 


Alice, when Motbie her paramour is capricioufly angry, fpeaks thus 
to a confidant: 
¢ Aik Mofbie, how Ihave incurred his wrath ? 
Bear him, from me, this pair f filver dice, 
With which we play’d for kiffes many a time, 
And when I /<f I woz, and io did he. 


By the way this confidant is a fellow that keeps an alehoufe, and 
fhe trufts him with her adultery without the leaft {cruple or neceffity. 
She expreffes the faicinatimg power of a lover’s perfuafion, though 
the :uin attending compliance ts forefeen, in a ftrain of more genuine 
poetry : 
* So lifts the failor to the mermaid’s fong ; 
Sv looks the traveller to the baiiliik,’ 


The following is alfo like Shakefpeare’s figurative reafoning : 


* Forewarn’d, forearm’d, who threats his enemy 
Lends him a fword to guard him/elf withal.’ 

The following: defcription of a man agitaced with jealoufy, if it 
had been found in Shakefpeare, would not have been thought 
{purious : 

, ‘ Now will he fhake his-care-oppreffed head, 
Then fix his fad eyes on the fullen earth, . 
Atham’d to gaze upon the open world: 

Now will he caft bis eyes up towards the heav’ns, 
Looking that way for a redre{s of wrongs.’ 


The following reflection of Mofbie contains a pifture of a guilty 
mind, which refembles Shakefpeare both in its excellencies and defeéts : 


‘ Well fares the man, howe’er his.cates do tafte 

That tables not with foul fufpicion : 

And he but pines among his delicates, 

Whole troubled mind is tiuft with difcantent, 
_My golden time was when I had no-gold, 

Though then Lwanted, yet | flept tecure, 

My daily toil begat me night's repofe, ) 

My night’s repofe made day-light frefh to mes. 

~ But fince I climb’d the top. bough of the.tree, 

And fought to build my neft among the clouds, 

Each gently. ilizring gale doth fhake my bed, 

énad mekes me dxead my, downfal to che earth,” 
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The words gently firring, in the laft line but one, are. printed gentle 
farry, a maniféit corruption ; of which many more occurred to us, 
though we have not thought it worth while to note them. 
In a quarrel between Mofbie and Mrs. Arden he reproaches her 

thus: 

« Aye, Fortune’s right hand Mofbie hath forfook 

To take a wanton giglote by the left—— 

But I will break thy fpells and exorcifms, 

And put another fight upon thefe eyes 

That fhew’d my heart a raven for a dove. 

Thou art not fair, I view’d thee not till now ; 

Thou art not kind, till now I knew thee not ; 

And now the rain hath beaten off thy gilt, 

Thy worthlefs copper fhews thee counterfeit.’ 


In fome of thefe lines the verfification is excellent, and the repeti- 
tion and turn in the fixth and feventh give them both beauty and 
ftrength. : 
There is a refemblance of Shakefpeare alfo in the following fpeech 
of Mrs. Arden : | 


‘ I fhall no more be lock’d in Arden’s arms 
That like the fnakes of black Tifiphone, © 
Sting me with their embracings: Mofbie’s arms 
Shall compafs me, and were I made a ftar 
I then would have no other fpheres but thofe. 
There is no neétar but in Mofbie’s lips ; 

Had chafte Diana kifs’d him, fhe, like me, 
Would grow love-fick, and from her wat’ry bow’r, 
Fling down Endymion and fnatch him up.’ 


We fhall clofe our extracts with the following imprecation: one 
Rede having bitterly curfed Arden for a fuppofed injury, he is told 
that, : 

J ‘ Curfes are like arrows fhot upright, | 
Which, falling-down, light on the fhooter’s head.’ 


To which he replies, 


‘ Light where they will, were I upon the fea, 
As oft I have in many a bitter ftorm, 

And faw a dreadful fouthern faw at hand, ° 
The pilot quaking at the doubtful helm, 
And all the failors praying on their knees, 
Ev’n in that fearful time would I fall down, 
And afk of God, whate’er betide of me, 
Vengeance on Arden.’ : 


The word helm which ends the fourth verfe, is printed forme, 
which is another manifeft corruption: and it may be noted here 
that Shakefpeare ufes the word flaw for a fudden guft of wind in the 
eighth fcene of the fourth act ofthe fecond part ¥ Henry IV. 


We have now enabled our Readers to judge for themfelves of the 


probability that this piece is the firft effay of Shakefpeare’s fancy, 
which Kowe, in the preface to his edition of his works, withes to 
fee, Yet let it be-remembered that Shakefpeare is not fo much to 
at , s ah J ian > . ‘. : be 
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be diftiniguifhed by phrafes, metaphors, or conceits, as by the gene- 
mal texture of his verfe, of his dialogue and incidents, and his bold | 
yet juit copies of Nature in fentiment and charatter, Ha. 
Arte 35. Its Well it’s no Worfe: aComedy. As it is performed’. 
at the Theatre-royal in Drury Lane. 8vo. 4s. 6d. Griffin. 


1770- . : senaiia 
Of this performance the Author gives the following account in his 


reface. | 

¢ The original of the play, now laid befere the public, is called 
Fl Ejcondido y la Tapada; The Hidden Man and the Veil’d Woman; 
and is counted the mafter-piece of the moft famous among the Spanith 
dramatic poets, Don Pedro Calderon de la Barca ; who, through Moe 
liere, Corneille, Le Sage, Boiffy, &c. has provided Vanbrugh, Cent- 
livre, Cibber, and Steel, with The Miftake, The Falfe Friend, The 
Wonder, The Bufy Body, The Kind Impoftor, The Lady’s Philofo- 
phy, and The Lying Lover, all Englith comedies, which have been 
received upon the itage with the warmeft marks of approbation. 

1 However, neither thefe former inftances of Calderon's favourable 
reception among us, nor the forcible manner in which the writer 
was ftruck, when he firft perufed this particular comedy of his, were 
the fole motives that induced him to adopt it. In a little French 
book, called Ai/foire des Fétes Gallantes des Rois de France, he found 
it praifed as a miracle of invention and dramatic fituations ; and that 
in the year 1668 it was one of the plays that had been performed 
during the famous feaft at Verfailles, given by Louis XIV. to his 
court, and a vaft concourfe of the firft people in Europe. In another 
book, where it is mentioned, he found that in November 1716 it was 
again put into French, and atted under the title of L’ Amant Cache 
& la Dame Voilée, firt at the caftle of the celebrated Marefchal 
Noailles, in honour of his daughter’s marriage with Prince Charles ; 
and afterwards by the comedians in Paris, (to whom the Marefchal 
made it a prefent) with the greatett fuccefs. Laftly, in the year 1769, 
it was Once more tranflated into the French language, by Mau/. Lan- 
quit, a counfellor of parliament, ahd an excellent writer and critic ; 
, a after much praife of the poet and the piece, (which he names 
@ Uloifon, The Pannel) {peaking of Don Carlos and Mutkato, being 
locked up in the unfurnifhed houfe, he fays, ‘‘ it isan incident the 
moit theatrical that can be imagined, and nothing is fo interefting and 
fo fingular as the fituations it produces.” 

The Author fays that his tranflation is fo clofe, that it cannot be 
pretended the original has fuffered in his-hands; the performance is 
of the kind called a comedy of intrigue, to diftinguith it:from comedy 
of charaG@er, and it certainly is excellent in its kind: the a&tion is’ 
ene, though the incidents into which it is branched are innumerable. 
the incidents themfelves rife naturally from each other, without con- 
fufion or obfcurity, and as the Author obferves, ‘with lefs to excufe 
Qn the plea of neceffity, than could eafily be fuppofed in fuch a, tif= 
{ugof events, drawn from a fingle circumitance.’ Neither is the piece 
Wholly without charaéter and humi@ur, though its chief, merit confifts 
in the contexture of the plot as an ‘ eventful hiftory,’ a narrative,,ex- 
hibited by icenery and dialogue. | Ic-is;indeed true that the narrative 
taken together, is riot purely comic; for thé radical event is a duel, 
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in which ene of the dramatic characters kills the brother of anothe 
hk yr tr 
who was the’fon of a third ; but this is an objeétion foutded mere] r 
on fpeculative criticifm, and cannot practically check the Mirth ue 
the feprefentation. ‘The catailrophe feems in many particulars to be 
defective through hafte, but the trvth is, that the Entertainment ig 
over before the cataftrophe takes place, at leaf in comedy ; and the 
fooner thofe who have quarrelled are reconciled; and thole who have 
courted are marricd, the better. It is unnecellary to remark that this 
kind of comedy lofes lefs in the clofet than the other; nothing lan. 
guithes, nothing ftops ; the ouriofity excited at the beginningy carries 
the reader, ftill giowing with impatience, to the end, thoaghit mug 
be-admitted that in a feries of events fo numerous and rapid the 
pleafure is, throughour, rather in what is expected than in-what is 
found, fo that the Rea‘er, as Pope fays of mankind in general, . 
* Never is, but always: to be bleft.’ 
We can, notwithitanding, reco:nmend this perforntance to our Read. 
ers, as well calculated to afford them entertainment both at the thea. 
tre and at home, without any apprchenton that either they or we 
fall .be difappointed. Ha 
Art. 30. King Arthur: or, the British Worthy. A Mafque. By ; 

Mr. Dryden. As performed at Drury-Lane. The Muiicx. by Pur. 

cell and Dr. Arne. Svo. 15. Hawes, &c. 

Of this performance, we cannot give a better account than in the 
words of the following advertifement, which is prefixed» bythe 
Editor. | ’ 

¢ The names of Dryden and Parcell have made the following per. 
formance hitherto regarded as one the beit caleulated to thew the 
effects of poetry, action, and mufic. It is now dubmuitted to the. pub- 
lic, with-every attention the managers could give 1t.—The duccefs of 
this, aswell as of all other theatrical exhibitiens, will whally: de- 
pend upon the prefent tafte ; but it is hoped, and believed, that two 
of our-gteatelt geniufes in poetry and mufic, if they have juice done 
them: upon the ftage, bid fair for public approbation. —'There are 
fome flight alterations made, for the greater convenience of reprefen- 
tation ; and fome few tongs added, where it was thought fuch addi- 
tions. would be of fervice to the whole. ? * 
Art. 37. The Portrait: A Burletta. As performed at Covents 

Garden Theatre. The Mufic by Mr. Arnold. ayo. 1s. 

Becket. | r 

We have frequeatly given our opinion of this fpecies of dramatic 
entertainment. This is not the wor(t Barletta we’ have feen. It is 
taken from Le Tableau parlant; a French piece, which, we are told, 
has been performed: at the Itahan comedy at Paris, with great ap- 

lan{e. 7 ; 
4 38. The Recruiting Serjeant. A: mufical Entertainment. 
. As performed at Diury-Lane. vo. 4s. Griffin. 

This piece was performed laft {ummer at Ranelagh, except one 
feene and chorus, and-a ballad, which were added to render it in 
fome degree fit for action npon the,theatre: ‘The-mufic is Mr. Dib- 
din s, Whole: fongs ia the Padlockfand: fubilee have been much ap- 
proved} és to'the words, the Author. candidly acknowledges that they 
were * calculated merely for the ufc. of the compofer’ and. therefore 
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they cannot be thopght a fit fubject for literary criticifm. . The whole 
is in verfe ;.and confifts of a fingle incident, a ferjeant’s attempt to 
jnlift a countryman, which the defcription of a battle, and the‘en- 
treaty, of his wife,and mother render unfuccefsful. Ba 
— Ay, We. , ) ‘ai 
Art. 39. The Statutes enacted in.the laff Seffion of Parliament, 
in the soth Year of his prefent Majefty, which completes the 28th 
Volume of the Statutes at Large. By Danby Pickering, Efg; of 
Gray’s Inn; Law-reader to that honourable Society. 8vo. 2s. 
Bathurtt. , | ah asi 
Having formerly mentioned Mr. Pickering’s: valuable edition vof 
the Statutes, fee Rev. vol. xxviit. we have now only to add, that 
the work is completed torthe prefent'time;.and that it-eannot but be 
very acceptable to thofe who would prefer: the o€tave-fize, to-the 
quarto edition, by the late Dr. Ruffhead. 
. PoLITICAL. 


Art. 40. 4 Letter to the Right Honourable’ Lord’ North, or, 


Contiderations on a Spanifh war. Interperfed with many curious 
Anecdotes. 8vo, 18. Henderfon, r } | 
Falkland ifland, or a war, is the alternative which’ this letter- 
writer propofes, and infifts upon. Should the latter take place, he 
moft obligingly inftruéts his lordthip, in. what manner it ought. to be 
conducted ; and he tutors the noble ftatefmian, as a fchool-mafter 
would dictate to one of his boys: expatiating, too, on fach obvious 
points, duch puerilities in politics, as,are almoft, beneath the veriett 
Tyro in the fecretary’s office. One of his documents, however, is’ a 
notable. one :—‘ Pray let fkilful * admirals be-employed; truft no- 
thing to the ungenerous violator of the bed.of his neighbour, be his 
rank ever {fo elevated, or his conneétions ever fo great. ; : 
This is intelligible enough; but there are paflages' in the letter 
which his lordfhip may be at a lofs to underftand : ‘as we gre, when 
the writer tells a ftory + of one Dow Michael de Valekco, of the Havan= 
nay who was fo pleafed with the gencrous behaviour of aii Boglith 
citer, to another prifoner, his countryman, at the fame place, that 
he {moothed the ftranger upon the fhoulder, to,teftify his approbation. 
Now what is this fame /mcothing upow the fooulder? Mutt we go to 
Dublin, or Edinburgh, ov Aberi/iwyth for an explanation of this myf- 
terious behaviour ot Don Michael’s? Jt will be in vain, we-are pretty 
well affured, to fearch for it in any part of England. Rat Gy 
Among other motives and inducements urged-upon Lord Nosth, 
in order to determine his lordfhip.te a¢i\with {pirit and prudence, in 


dn 





* Our Aushor fays nothing of courage. Admiral Byng was ofieof 
the moft i/ful commanders 1 the navy; but it had been happy ‘for 
him, and for his country, had he maintained an equal degree of re- 
putation for courage. . : 

_-t The Author.is a, ffrange rambler, and digreflive ftory-teller; and 
introduces, for the amufemént and edification of the noble Lord*té 
whom his performance is addreffed, a great many particulars (amec- 
dotes he calls them) which bear as much relation to the main fubject. 
Of bis letter, as to the adventures of Captain Leniuel Gulliver: ~ ‘ 
tre 
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the prefent juncture of affairs, is the following: ‘ The eyes of alf 
Europe, my Lord, are upon the court of Great Britain; they are 
updén, your Lordfhip; and, what is more, the eyes of the cenfor. 

waly Mr. Wilkes, are fixed upon you.’ So admirable a climax 
is feldom to be met with: we think it hardly to be matched ip 
the celebrated treatife on the art of finking in poetry. 


| | HusBANDRY. 3 
Art. 41. Gcorgical. Effays: in which the Food of Plants js 
particularly confidered, feveral new Compofts recommended, and 
other important Articles of Hufbandry explained upon the Prin- 
_ciples of Vegetation. Small 8vo. 2s. 6d. fewed. Durham. 
Four of thefe eflays were publifhed under ghe above title of Georg;- 
cal Effays, near two years ago; and fome notice was taken of them 
in the Review, vol. xl. p. 472. oa 
To thofe four effays, five more are added in this republication, viz, 
1. On wegetation, and the analogy between plants and animals: 2. On 





fteeps. In this effay, the ingenious Author difcredits all the fuppofed 


efficacy of fteeping feed in brine or other liquors for affifting the 

growth ; as well by his own experiments as by philofophical reafon- 

ing: 3. Oz the roots of wheat; in which the Author fhews, from the 
firu&ture of the root, the advantage of the feed being well covered to 
fome depth, in order to preferve the young plant from deftruction 

by the winter’s froft: 4. Ox vegetation, and the motion of the fap: 5. 

On the oil compoft ; in which he relates an experiment that proved this 

compoft to be a good fubftitute for dung, where dung cannot be pro- 

cured. at a moderate price. 

Thefe effays are to be farther extended, as appears from the pre- 
fent colleétion being called Volume I. And as they feem to be dictated 
hy a real. knowledge of the principles of vegetation, and agriculture, 
rather than by any views of emolument by publication, they deferve 
a favourable reception from the public, on this principle, that no 
man can be an intelligent farmer, without fome general acquaintance 
with natural philofophy. N. 

seein OVELS. 

Art,.42. The Modern Couple, or the Hiftory of Mifs Davers. 

In a Series of Letters. 12mo. 2-vols. 5s. fewed. Noble. 

Matrimonial infidelity forms the bafis of this pretty, interefting 
novel; the ftory of which is told in a natural, eafy manner. 

Art. 43. The Old Maid; or the Hiftory of Mifs Ravenfworth. 
In a Series of Letters. By Mrs. Skinn, late Mifs Mafterman, of 
York. s12mo. 3yols. 7s. Gd. fewed. Bell, &c. 

Although there are defects in this work grofs enough to difguft a 
critical reader, there are parts of it that will be far from difagreeable 
to a good-natured one, who is fond of novels, and not too nice in the 
choice of them. 

) MATHEMATICAL. 

Art.44..Traés. By W. Emerfon. 8vo. 7s. bound. Nourfe, 
. pe 1770s 
This large volume.compleies the Cyclomathefs of this elaborate 

Writer, (the former.Parts of which we have fo frequently noticed) 

and confitts of the following tratts : | ie : 

i. The 
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1. The doétrine of combinations, permutations, and compofitions 
of quantities, clearly and faccin&tly demonftrated. 

2, Chronology, or the art of reckoning time; founded upon aftro- 
nomical principles. To which is added, a fhort chronological table. 

3. Calculation: libration, and menfuration ; or, the arts of reckon- 
ing, weighing, and meafuring; adapted to'the bufinefs and prattice 
of tradefmen and artificers, in the fhorteft. poflible method, and de- 
figned purely for common ufe. In four parts. Gauging, part five. 

4. The art of furveying or meafuring of land, in three feétions; 
with an appendix, containing corrections and-additions to the feveral 
foregoing volumes. eee ee 

The firft of thefe traéts, Mr. Emerfon teffs‘us, in his prelimina 
advertifement, was originally intended to make"'a part of his treatife 
of algebra; but as ater matters had fufficiently fwelled the book, 
he was obliged to poftpone this little piece to a future opportunity ; 
and, accordingly, it now appears, in the prefent volume- The doc- 
trine of Combinations, and Afternations, ‘as he obferves, * is a very 
entertaining and curious {peculation, by which many delightful pro- 
blems may be refolved, which will appear ftrange and farprizing to 
thofe who are not verfed in thefe forts of calculations.’ 

In the treatife on chronology, there are fome curious obfervations 
on the Julian and Gregorian ‘calendars. The’ table is chiefly atid 
profefledly taken from Newton. ‘The other tracts have their refpec- 
tive merits, and will be particularly ufeful'to young ftudents.—— 
And now, having gone through all the principal branches of the 
mathematics, the Author concludes with fome- general dire@tions to 
fuch as defign to make thefe fciences their ftudy ; and he takes leave 
of his Readers by informing them, that this courfe of mathematics 
has been the work of his life. ‘ In almoft all the books I pe- 
rufed, fays he, I found a defect of method; and fometimes: a re- 
dundance of things unneceflary.- This put me upon writing, firft one 
branch and then another, ’till I had got together a tolerable fyftem 
of mathematical learning, where I believe every branch ‘is ‘treated 
with as much perfpicuity, and contains as much matter, as any one 
can with for, in that compafs: for the whole.is only defigned for an 
introduction to young ftudents, and to enable them to go through 
larger treatifes., ——We heartily with the fuccefs of his publication 
may be anfwerable to his juft expectations. 








SERMON S&S. 

I. A King’s Bench Sermon: With a Dedication to Lord Manf- 
field: To which is added a Preface by Mr. Stephen*. 8vo. 18, 6d. 
Evans. 1770, . 

This fermon endeavours to prove, that the confining of the bodies 
of debtors in prifon is contrary to religion, and encourages the pri- 
foners, to whom it appears to be more particulary addrefied, to make 
an effort to regain their liberty. It is inferior to the pee 

an 





* In a note to this fermon, there is the following account of Mr. 
Stephen ; which may gratify the curiofity of fome of our Readers, as 
he nas of late engaged a fhure of the public attention. 

‘ Sir 
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and the-preface, which accompany it. From the latter, we thall lay 
before our readers the following extract. : 
*Befides deterring many from entering on trade, fays Mr Stephen, 
and, driving others, as foon as they are able, to retire-out of ai; the 
ractice of confining debtors is ftill of much more. milChievous ‘con. 
Lenuence to the commerce of this kingdom :»the dread of a prifon, 
and the agonizing thoughts of being feparaied from their wives and 
families, drive men in trade.into {uch defiruciive eonnexions, as-is 
the caufe of nine out of ten of the numerous bankruptcies that 
daily happen: on the firft prefling need ‘for money, for fear of being 
arrefted, and confequently ruined, the unfortunate and as then: un. 
wary trader, hunts out for,men in a worle or fimilar condition with 
himfelf, to affift him, with exchanging notes or. bills, .for money isnot 
to be expected. The fearch for fuch people is-by no means dificult, 
‘for were their numbers known to the. public, it would be: more alarm. 
ing than any thing that ever was held-up to view in this kingddm; 
an when once fuch mutnal engagements are entered into, itanuft be 
with more than one, or the banker, who difcounts thefe. manufaétured 
fectrities, would foon find out the contrivance, and grow fhy ;,and 
as their demands increafe, the number muff be. enlarged, till fome- 
times a dozen of..members, or more, exchange fecurities to. any 
amount, without inquiry,imto the circumitances of each others for 
they muft all be fupported, or they mull. all fall together: .as foon 





_£ Six John Webb,,.a worthy Roman Gatholic baronet, engaged 
this igentieman in feveral valuable contraéts, ‘relative to the Improve 
ament.of his eftate. -Plans were projected by Mr. Stephens and’ ap» 
proved of by Sir John; which,- when carried into exeeution, would 
enhance-coniiderably the vaiue of the faid-eftate, fituated in Dorfet- 
fhire, ‘The-baronet at length fo far changed -his -fentiments,~‘as to 
demand of Mr. Stephen a delivery of the contragts, wifhing to reap 
the-advantages refulting from ‘his advice, without conferring upon 
hhim.the reward his fervices juftly merited. ‘Mr. Stephen pofitively 
refufing to comply with his requeit, {o much enraged this pious fon 
of an infallible church, that he initantly became his :moit mveterate 
and. implacable enemy, leaving no method mntried to complete his 
deftruction ; — fuits at law were commenced againtt him for débts he 
never owed; his reputation was fullied by the foul breath of Sir 
John’s hungry dependents: and at lait a method was pitched upon, 
advifed moft probably by the barone:’s conteffor, which would effec- 
tually complete the ruin of ‘Mr. Stephen, or force him to give up the 
contraéts.. Be not, gentle reader, fired with indignation when | in- 
form you, that the ftratagem Sir John put in execution, was only to 
buy. up from the creditors of Mr. Stephen their claims, and this out 
of the plaufible pretext of friendfaip and humanity ;—the confequenct 
was, that, for a debt fo purchafed, Stephen was committed to the 


King’s Bench,-where he has'been confined for fixteen months, during 


which interval he has had a wife, and ox/y five children to fupport. 
If pity, reader, rifes in your fympathizing heart, what will you not 
feel, when you are aflured, that his wite’s father and his own, have 

> ’ ¥ 


both died through exceflive grief, at his almoit unparalleled misfor” 


tunes.’ 
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gs the poor wretch becomes a member (for fear of being arrefted and 


ea of fuch fort of clubs, his inevitable ruin, and the lofs of 


e property intrufted with him by his creditors, is the never-failing 
confequence ; all induftry ceafes, every effort to recover his circum- 
fances muft give way to the more important contriving of ways and 
means to fupport the credit of himfelf and confederates for the prefent 
day; and inftead of being with peace and fobriety at home with his 
family in the evening, he muft repair to a tavern to meet with his 
companions, where, after extravagant folaces for the labour and fa- 
tigue of fpirits expended in the-paft day, new contrivances are made 
forthe next ; and, in this manner, the fame dread of confinement con- 
tinuing, this fic\itious bufinefs is carried on, whilit any of the too 
numerous bankers fhops will difcoant notes on the credit of any one 
of the focicty 5. and the better to keep up their credit with them, and 
the. world, a granderappearance mutt. be made, and larger ttocks of 
goods are purchafed to make a show of~bufinefs in their thops or 
warehoules. | , 

‘ W hen this: courfe is continued fome time, the circumfiances of the 
parties growing daily more cefperate, the bankers begin, by the fame 
names being continually on the notes, to find out that there is a cir- 
culation, and not real bufinefs; therefore they intimate that more of 
their notes or bills will not go down: if new real names cannot then 
be obtained, they muft have recourfe to fictitious ones, therefore a 
non-entity draws from fome capital town on one of the gang to the 
the order of another, and fometimes two, threc, four, or five Actitious 
indorfements are put upon the back of it, till at lait a real member 
carries it in to be difcounted with his. banker ; and it being eafy to 
vary names and places, this imaginary credit is often kept up for a 
long time with the honeft and moit difcerning bankers ;' but there are 
fome of that profeilién fo much in the ufurious way of doing bufinef, 
and fo skilful in every iniquitous practice, that they eacourage the 
{cene of iniquity, which the practice of courts in arrefting the body 
of a debtor in a manner forces him to commit, that they will give 
the preference in difcounting fuch fafpicious paper ; for as fuch prace 
tices, almoit or altogether amount to forgery, they are iure that 
though every other creditor fhould fuffer three umes the lofs, by a 
precipitate fale of goods, thefe bills muft be provided for, or igno- 
miny, and probably death mutt enfue. 

‘ The firit hobble that happens in difcharging fuch fiftitious bills, 
blows up the credit and dilperfes the whole party. Thofe whocan- 
not take up and pay fuch notes as have paft through their hands, eol- 
le& what cath they can and fly abroad for fafety, taking care firft to 
make over or fell every remaining property that 1s in their power, 
Others, who can fell their flock on hand te pay their bad paper, firit 
take care to pay off thefe fictitious fecurities, and afterwards obtain a 
fham commiffion of bankruptcy, which their lawyer procures for 
them; and if they can bat fave out of the wreck of thei effodls 
enough to bribe him, the bufinefs is effectually done, and-the certifi- 
Cate is fo effectually fecured, that there 1s no pofibility of pre- 
oe it, though there is not a thilling lett to pay the jot 
cepts,’ 
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_ In thefe obfervations, there is, doubtlefs, a great deal of truth ; 
and we moft fincerely with, that the prefent feverity exercifed again 
debtors would be remitted without encroaching en public utility, 

II. On the Death of Rev. Mr. George Whitefeld. Preached at the 
Chapel in Tottenham Court Road, and at the Tabernacle in Moor- 
fields, Nov. 18. By lohn Wefley, M. A. late Fellow’ of Lincoln. 
College, Oxon, and Chaplain to the Countefs Dowager of Buchan. 
6d. Keith, &c. 

) INI. 4 Minifter dead, yet {peaking : The Subftance of two Difcourfes 

Nov. 11. on the Death of the Rev. George Whitefield, A. M, &c. By 
the Rev. Mr. D. Edwards.” 6d. Keith, &é. | y 

IV. A Token of Refpe& to the Memory of the Rev. Mr: White. 
field—On ‘occafion of his Death, in the Countefs of Huntingdon’s 
Chapel at Bath. By the Rev. Mr. Venn. 6d. Dilly. 

V. On the Death of the Rev. Mr. George Whitefield, A. B. &., 
who died at Newbery near Bofton, New England, Sept. 30. 1770, 
in the 56th Year of his Age.’ By R: Elliot, A.B. 6d. Dil'y, 
&c. , 

VI. 4 Name in Heaven the fure/? Ground of Foy—Two Difcourfes, 
by the late Rev. Mr. Matthew Mead; with a recommendatory Pte- 
face by the Rev. Mr. Toplady. 1s. Dilly, &c. 

VII. Inthe Cathedral at Sarum, before the Governors, &c. of the 
General Infirmary, Sept. 28. By N. Ogle, D. D. Dean of Win- 
chefter, and Canon Refidentiary of Sarum. Crowder. he ts 

VIII. Chriftian Mourners relieved by the Hope of the Gofpel,—Occa- 
fioned by the Death of the Rev. Mr. Benj. Boyce, late of Kettering 
in Northamptonfhire, who departed this Life O&. 24. By Mofes 
Gregfon. To which is added; a Funeral Oration, by Stephen Ad- 
dington. 6d, Buckland. 

IX. The State of the World in general, and of Britain in partitu- 
Jar, as to Religion, and the Afpe&s of Providence.—At Haberdahher’s 
Hall, O&. 21. By Thomas Gibbons, D. D. Buckland. = | 

X. The Vanity, Mifery, and Infamy of Knowledge without fuitabh 
Pra&ice ;~-at Hackney, Nov. 4) By Richard Price, D. D. F.R.S. 
6d. Buckland. 

Xf. An Introductory Difcourfe, by John Angus; Mr. Fell’s Con- 
feflion of Faith ; a Charge by Thomas Davidfon; and a Sermon by 
Thomas Towle, B. D. all delivered at the Ordination of the Rev. 
Mr. John Fell, in Thaxted, Effex, Oftober 24th. 8vo. 1s. Dilly. 

a ~ 





ERR AT A 

In our account of Mr. Collinfon, (Rev. for Oftober) following 
the honeft Author fomewhat too implicitly, it is faid that Mr. Col- 
linfon was a member of the Antiquarian Society from its firft inftitue 
tion. The Author, we fuppofe, meant, from the revival.of this 
fociety, which was in that gentleman’s time; but the inftitation, of 
it was long befo.e Mr. Collinfon was born: fee Rev. for November, 
' age Rev. for November, (Art. Corresponpence with Dr, 
Kirkland) p. 407, |. 30, for that Reviewer, read that the Reviswt?e 
P. 407, 1. 18. for Reviewers feem, read Reviewer feems. 
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